Episode 16 __ Tom Brook 
[00:00:00] Baz Hunter: Welcome to At the Table with Baz, the show where local stories are served. I'm Baz Hunter, and each episode, I sit down with the characters, the grafters, and the hidden gems behind the places we all know and love.
So, pull up a chair, relax, and join me as we dive into real conversations and the stories that shape our communities. This is At the Table.
[00:00:30] Baz Hunter: Hello and welcome to episode number 16. I am really looking forward to today's episode because I love dogs, and this is gonna be all about dogs and a little bit about Tom. So, Tom Brook from Goldbrook Gundogs. It's great to have you with us. How are you, man? 
[00:00:51] Tom Brook: Yeah, good, thank you. Thank you for having us.
[00:00:53] Baz Hunter: No, it's... 
[00:00:54] Tom Brook: Looking forward to it... 
[00:00:55] Baz Hunter: Yeah, appreciate. You coming down and taking a bit of time away 'cause I know that your job is just hectic, isn't it?
[00:00:57] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely.
[00:00:58] Baz Hunter: I follow you and what you're doing and the incredible work that you do. But yeah, Goldbrook Gundogs then... So, Brook, I assume, is your surname. 
[00:01:08] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[00:01:10] Baz Hunter: So, with... 
[00:01:14] Tom Brook: So how it came about was Brook is my surname and I was just looking for... I was going through all these different business names when I was starting to own it, and I just walked into the shop one day, and there was a bottle of water in front of me called Silverbrook, and I thought, "Why be silver when you can be gold?" And that was it. 
[00:01:31] Baz Hunter: Absolutely. 
[00:01:32] Tom Brook: Bottle of water and that was it. So, then it was Goldbrook. 
[00:01:35] Baz Hunter: Why be number two?
[00:01:35] Tom Brook: Yeah, yeah, yeah. So, then it stayed from there of, I just kept it as Goldbrook, and everything took off as Goldbrook, then... 
[00:01:41] Baz Hunter: I like it.
[00:01:42] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[00:01:43] Baz Hunter: And then Gundogs. So, I suppose we're talking about, Spaniels and... 
[00:01:47] Tom Brook: Yeah, mainly...
[00:01:48] Baz Hunter: Retrievers. 
[00:01:49] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[00:01:54] Baz Hunter: Labrador.
[00:01:53] Tom Brook: Spaniels, Labradors. We do get the HPR, the setters, all different retrievers really. But what we focus on as well is there's people what have bought these Gundogs or working dogs as pets, what have got no intentions of taking them in the field. They just want a well-trained pet.
[00:02:07] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:02:08] Tom Brook: And they're giving the dog an outlet. 
[00:02:10] Baz Hunter: Yeah. But I suppose this is what they've been bred into, isn't it? 
[00:02:18] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. 
[00:02:19] Baz Hunter: This retreat... I've got a chocolate Labrador. 
[00:02:21] Tom Brook: Yeah ... 
[00:02:21] Baz Hunter: But he has never done a day's work in his life. 
[00:02:22] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:02:24] Baz Hunter: And we've had him since he was eight weeks old, Archie. 
[00:02:27] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. 
[00:02:28] Baz Hunter: He came from Gran Canaria. 
[00:02:31] Tom Brook: Wow. 
[00:02:31] Baz Hunter: But we lived in Tenerife for nine years, me and Laura. So yeah, he was a Spanish dog to start with and then, yeah, he used to swim in the swimming pool, you know...
[00:02:40] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:02:42] Baz Hunter: But he was never on the lead because we'd just walk him, you know, on the beach and in the sea and everything. And then obviously, when we moved back to England, it was all different. So, it would, he pulls quite hard on the lead and stuff like that, so we've had a bit of perseverance. But this is your field then you train dogs. 
[00:02:58] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[00:03:00] Baz Hunter: Is that what Goldbrook is about? 
[00:03:04] Tom Brook: Yeah, full time I train Gundogs. Your obedience, everything like that is really a Gundog. You haven't got a gun dog, if you haven't got obedience. So, focusing on the obedience, the lead pull, the recall, making sure the dog won't chase that rabbit across the... That is our bread and butter stuff because... if you haven't got that, you're not gonna get far into a field before you get told to put the dog back in the car. 
[00:03:24] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:03:24] Tom Brook: 'Cause the last thing a gamekeeper wants is you to take your dog on their shoot and it be out of control. All that hard work he's just put in preparing for the day, and your dog spoils it.
[00:03:35] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:03:36] Tom Brook: As soon as he gets it, so... you've got to have that control. 
[00:03:38] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:03:38] Tom Brook: And there's nothing worse of someone getting their dog out and you just see it leg it across. 
[00:03:43] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:03:44] Tom Brook: And you're thinking... And all you hear is the gamekeeper go...
[00:03:48] Baz Hunter: Every...
[00:03:48] Tom Brook: "Whose dog's that?"
[00:03:47] Baz Hunter: Yeah. everybody's gone for the shoot, and then Baz turns up with Archie the chocolate Labrador...
[00:03:54] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:03:54] Baz Hunter: Ruins everybody's day.
[00:03:57] Tom Brook: Absolutely. 
[00:03:58] Baz Hunter: So yeah. It's really, really interesting. I've been watching a lot of your stuff on your social channels, on Facebook. Goldbrook Gundogs. And some of the work... it's incredible to watch from the outside looking in. The heel work, the recall, everything that you do and the patience...
[00:04:18] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:04:19] Baz Hunter: That you've got and everything that goes into it. 
[00:04:14] Tom Brook: And I think that's a big thing is how much time goes into achieving that. And I think as training dogs, it's something that gets massively undermined, if you like, is how much time it will take to achieve that goal or to achieve where you want to be with it. Some people think it's a... "I'll turn up once, flick a switch, and everything will be right." It's not normally the case. And certainly, even if you've got a fully trained dog, you've still got to keep topping up that a little bit, 'cause they'll soon learn they can get away with stuff... 
[00:04:43] Baz Hunter: Yeah.
[00:04:44] Tom Brook: Before you know it. 
[00:04:45] Baz Hunter: Oh, they're not daft, are they? Yeah. They're not daft. 
[00:04:47] Tom Brook: No, absolutely. Yeah.
[00:04:48] Baz Hunter: How did you get into it? I know you're based, what's the state called? 
[00:04:55] Tom Brook: I'm based in Redbourne. 
[00:05:01] Baz Hunter: Redbourne, yeah. 
[00:05:02] Tom Brook: Yeah, which is just off the A15.
[00:05:03] Baz Hunter: It's not far from...
[00:05:02] Tom Brook: No, no. it's not far from here at all, just about six minutes from Caenby Corner. 
[00:05:05] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Okey dokey. 
[00:05:06] Tom Brook: Yeah. So yeah, there. But originally I'm from Hull. 
[00:05:09] Baz Hunter: I thought you had a bit of a Hull... 
[00:05:10] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[00:05:10] Baz Hunter: Twang to your accent. 
[00:05:11] Tom Brook: Yeah. I moved across here in COVID. 
[00:05:18] Baz Hunter: Alright, okay. Yeah. 
[00:05:19] Tom Brook: Just because I was looking for more land for the dogs really. But getting into it, I hated dogs, terrified of dogs. 
[00:05:23] Baz Hunter: Is that like from an experience when you were younger or just...No... 
[00:05:27] Tom Brook: No. Just even as a youngster, I was never into dogs at all. And if one of my mates was having a sleepover and they had a dog, no, I wouldn't be there. 
[00:05:35] Baz Hunter: Alright, okay.
[00:05:36] Tom Brook: And then, it was my auntie's partner, he was into the Gundogs, and he said, "Why don't you come out with me one day?" And I went and he had this beautiful, fully trained dog, and he just sat there with me. And he was doing his bits, pottering about, and this dog just sat up... 
[00:05:53] Baz Hunter: Just looked at you? 
[00:05:53] Tom Brook: Yeah. And I'd stroke it. But this is what turned it for me, is I'd stroke and he'd go, "Stop petting that dog. It's a working dog." So, I wanted a dog like that, but I also wanted a dog that I could pet... 
[00:06:08] Baz Hunter: Yeah... 
[00:06:08] Tom Brook: And all the rest of it. 
[00:06:09] Baz Hunter: Yeah. It's, so funny 'cause, obviously you're sat on the other side of the table here that's training and all that. And I'm one of them that just wants to give it a treat. So, yeah, there's that... 
[00:06:18] Tom Brook: And it's finding that balance. 
[00:06:20] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:06:21] Tom Brook: And that was the start of it for me then because I really, wanted to get on the lines of I wanted that pet. I wanted that dog. I could have as an everyday dog, sit on the sofa with me, whatever it may be, but then take it out in the shooting field.
[00:06:28] Baz Hunter: Yeah.
[00:06:29] Tom Brook: And still I was really new to it then. 
[00:06:40] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:06:41] Tom Brook: But what I did is... I was thinking at the time, if there is a way to train a dog by... Shall we say positive only, where you are forever just saying, "Yes, yes, yes... I wanna know about that, because I'm in." And let me tell, I spent thousands going around the country doing courses, meeting...
I once paid £750 for one hour with supposedly the top chap of the positive-only trainers. 
[00:07:14] Baz Hunter: Wow. 
[00:07:14] Tom Brook: And I drove there, I had to stay over the night before, and after 10 minutes he told me to put the dog back in the car, and it was so disappointing because I'd… 
[00:07:23] Baz Hunter: Yeah, I bet... 
[00:07:24] Tom Brook: I'd set my channels down this route, and I could see that it wasn't gonna work with a working dog. But then there was the opposite end of the scale where, shall we say, certainly going back 20, 30 years, there was that a Gundog is a Gundog and nothing else. And I didn't want that either. So, I had to find that balance in the middle of, but I want both. I want to put my training into that balance and I want to find it right.
And that's where then I started searching, because the first ever Gundog trainer I got was brutal. Absolutely brutal. You'd come home and you'd just wanna cry... 
[00:08:06] Baz Hunter: Okay... 
[00:08:06] Tom Brook: Because of the punishment they'd done to the dogs, and you're thinking, "That is not..." okay. Too much. Yeah.
And I was not into that at all. So that's where I started looking and searching. 
[00:08:20] Baz Hunter: And finding what you wanted to do.
[00:08:22] Tom Brook:  Yeah, Absolutely. So, then I came across, an accredited course. I did a lot of research on it. And to be honest, it was the best thing I did. It was brilliant and it was that balance.
But not only did I put that to it, I put everything I'd learned in between that into it. And then I started putting my Gundog tweaks into that and that's where it started going then. And then you start getting the results, then you start seeing everything. And yeah, the dogs started taking off, and the dogs started responding to it.
[00:08:58] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:08:59] Tom Brook: Once you get a dog on your side, it becomes a pleasure. 
[00:09:02] Baz Hunter: Oh, yeah. 
[00:09:02] Tom Brook: And that never...  
[00:09:03] Baz Hunter: That's a pleasure. Yeah, absolutely. I think it's brilliant the way that you've gone about it because you've seen the ways not to do it, all the ways that you didn't want...to do it. And you've seen what you wanted, and you've, you know...
[00:09:14] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:09:17] Baz Hunter: You started as a personal thing. You just wanted to stroke this dog next to you...
[00:09:21] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:09:20] Baz Hunter: And looking after you for the day, which is brilliant. I also was never a fan of dogs. So, I was never like... never got bitten or anything when I were a kid, and I never disliked dogs. I just want a dog person.
[00:09:31] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[00:09:31] Baz Hunter: And when I met my now wife, Laura, we met in Tenerife. She had a little Spaniel cross... 
[00:09:39] Tom Brook: Yeah ... 
[00:09:39] Baz Hunter: Rescue dog called, Bobby. And, he came first, and I came second. 
[00:09:49] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:09:50] Baz Hunter: Now, out there's Alfie, Lottie, Archie, so I come about fifth or sixth now. But yeah, so I always come second, right?
So, it was like, you gotta like dogs otherwise, and that was it. And then obviously, I was a bit of a dog person...
[00:10:02] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[00:10:03] Baz Hunter: 'Cause we had this little... and then Archie, we had Archie as well. Yeah... 
[00:10:04] Tom Brook: Yeah absolutely. 
[00:10:05] Baz Hunter: And then, yeah... 
[00:10:06] Tom Brook: I started with one dog, and then it soon became two, and then it was like, actually, your holidays are knocked on the head now.
Actually, and now I think I'm at about 13, 14 dogs now. And plus, then I take a couple in at a time for training. I don't do holidays now, and that's…
[00:10:23] Baz Hunter: Yeah ... 
[00:10:24] Tom Brook: If we do, it's a big... it's more getting the dogs sorted than it is. 
[00:10:27] Baz Hunter: Yeah, it's more a... yeah. 
[00:10:28] Tom Brook: And you're on your holiday thinking, "I hope them dogs are all..." You're constantly thinking there. But no, I started off with just the one. 
[00:10:35] Baz Hunter: Stressful going on holiday, though, innit? I mean, work as well. And it's always the same. So much going on with work at the butcher's shop, at the deli...and at the restaurant. And when you go on holiday, there's so much prep before you go.
[00:10:56] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:10:56] Baz Hunter: And then so much to sort out when you're back. 
[00:10:52] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. 
[00:10:53] Baz Hunter: It's nice to go away, but. 
[00:10:55] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[00:10:56] Baz Hunter: It's hard. 
[00:10:57] Tom Brook: Yeah. And then the thing is, there is especially, if you haven't got people operating it when you get back. Everything's just building up. 
[00:11:04] Baz Hunter: Yeah, of course it is. So, then when you get back...You've got twice as much work to go... 
[00:11:07] Tom Brook: Yeah, Absolutely ... 
[00:11:07] Baz Hunter: Or 10 times as much work. 
[00:11:09] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. 
[00:11:10] Baz Hunter: So, how long have you been doing it for now then? 
[00:11:12] Tom Brook: So, I started off... when I started, like I say, I started off, I do... I didn't just train just purely Gundogs. I started training any breed dogs. 
[00:11:22] Baz Hunter: Okay. 
[00:11:22] Tom Brook: That was probably 12, 15 years ago. 
[00:11:26] Baz Hunter: Oh, okay. So, you've been... 
[00:11:28] Tom Brook: But that really got to me. There was a lot of dogs, and for example, the final straw, I went to someone's house to do a lesson, and there were two spaniels in a crate in the corner, absolutely wired. And I went, "When was the last time they were out?"
[00:11:42] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:11:42] Tom Brook: And the initial lesson was for heal work. When was the last time they've been out? Oh, about three weeks ago. I say, there's your money back. Go and hire a secure field. Let the dogs run. Do not waste my time, all them poor dogs' time." "Just let them out." So, once I'd been like, if you don't train a Gundog, you haven't got a Gundog.
So, you've got to put that time in if you want it. And then because it was my passion anyway... It really fell into place. And I started doing that full time because before that I was into engineering. 
[00:12:23] Baz Hunter: All right. Okay.  
[00:12:24] Tom Brook: And I used to travel around the country all the time doing engineering. And then I used to just do this on weekends and in summer on an evening. But then I went to a charity shoot, and there was a guy there who very fortunately, he had two little Corgi dogs. And he got sick of walking them in public, so he paid £7 million for a field to walk his two dogs on. Nobody else used it. So, he said to me, "Tom, will you come use my ground just so I'm, someone's getting some use of it?" 
[00:12:56] Baz Hunter: So, it's getting a bit of use out of it. So, on the other half of the day. 
[00:13:00] Tom Brook: Yeah. So, I went, and it was amazing. But then people would be going, "Can we go again? Can we go again?" And I'm thinking, I'm getting more busy doing this than I am... 
[00:13:06] Baz Hunter: Yeah.
[00:13:07] Tom Brook: At work. And, you'd go to work on a Monday... 
[00:13:09] Baz Hunter: You're looking forward to the... 
[00:13:09] Tom Brook: Looking forward to the week, yeah. 
[00:13:13] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:13:14] Tom Brook: But you'd be looking forward to the weekend... just to go train the dogs again. But you're not training again. 
[00:13:17] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:13:18] Tom Brook: So, it started having that effect. And then it was like, the problem that I had was my job I did was a really well-paying job or a good job.
[00:13:30] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:13:31] Tom Brook: To give that up and train dogs, you're thinking that's a... 
[00:13:36] Baz Hunter: It's a tough one... I suppose it comes down to then it's about doing something that you love and...
[00:13:40] Tom Brook: Yeah. Absolutely. And I'm thinking, I'm going to work on a Monday going, "Not again," but I can't wait for... and I'm planning Saturday already of what drills we're gonna train the dogs, what...
And all of a sudden, so then just basically a passion started taking over. But when that started happening, when the passion started taking over and more people came, and then... He'd recommend it to be, and then they wanted to come, and their mates wanted to come, and it came from there. It was like, okay.
And I still didn't wanna make the plunge because you just get in that comfy lifestyle, don't you? I go to work on a Monday...I play on the weekend. And then a behaviourist company approached me and said, "We'll give you a full-time job training dogs, and then you can do your bit on the side." 
And I was thinking, "Brill. It's a bit of a cushion for me." So, I went, and what happened was this behaviourist company basically wanted to make a complex. They didn't tell me this at the time. It all shines a light now. They didn't tell me at the time, and they were like, "Why don't you move all your GoldBrook stuff to here? Why don't you bring it all here?"
And I was thinking, "No, because then if it goes wrong, I've got all my eggs in one basket, and I'm pretty screwed then." 
[00:14:57] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:14:58] Tom Brook: So, I wouldn't do it. But what I'd done now is I'd quit my job engineering. 
[00:15:04] Baz Hunter: So, you had no...
[00:15:04] Tom Brook: So, I'm titled this now... 
[00:15:05] Baz Hunter: No alternative... 
[00:15:06] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[00:15:06] Baz Hunter: Than to really put everything into...
[00:15:07] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:15:08] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:15:09] Tom Brook: But I didn't go, and then one time I finished work on a Sunday, and I just had a message off my phone off them saying, "Check your emails before you come into work tomorrow." So, I thought that was strange. Checked it. There was like, "Don't come back tomorrow." So, then it was sink or swim.
I thought, the only options I've got now is I go back to engineering, what I know I've always done, my comfort blanket... 
[00:15:33] Baz Hunter: Yeah ... 
[00:15:34] Tom Brook: Or I go for it." And I did. I went for it. 
[00:15:36] Baz Hunter: You went for it. So, in some ways, that email was probably one of the best things...
[00:15:42] Tom Brook: It was a blessing. Yeah, absolutely... that happened.
[00:15:44] Baz Hunter: Yeah, absolutely. I know at the time these things... don't always feel like they are, do they, but...
[00:15:46] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. And that's it. And at the time you go, "Oh, there's so much going around in your head. What about this? What about that? What if..." During, 'cause what I needed to fill was my midweek spaces, and I'm thinking, well, everyone that generally comes to me on a weekend also work Monday to Friday.
So, now I need to find a completely new client base, Monday to Friday. So, there was a lot of stuff going on, but actually, like you say, it was the best thing to happen. 
[00:16:16] Baz Hunter: Yeah. I can imagine it were, I suppose quite frightening times really... 
[00:16:23] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[00:16:23] Baz Hunter: As well as the excitement behind getting to do something that you love every day. But you had had your weekends polished off but you needed to...
[00:16:35] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[00:16:34] Baz Hunter: To do something to get people coming in the week, and I suppose that's just built over time then. 
[00:16:33] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. And then you build it up and like, you say, surprising, certainly in the dog world is so much of it is word of mouth recommendation.
If you do a good job with someone's dog, there's a high chance they'll also know someone with a dog...
[00:16:50] Baz Hunter: Of course, ... 
[00:16:51] Tom Brook: That goes go there. They'll sort you out." And that's what it's about. And just recently this week, there's a lady that's been going training two years now to someone, and she rang me a bit concerned that she's not gaining progress. She came within three or four days, six people from that same class now have booked on. 
[00:17:10] Baz Hunter: Wow. 
[00:17:11] Tom Brook: Just through that word of mouth of that's how it has that... knock-on effect. 
[00:17:16] Baz Hunter: I think it's a credit as well to what fantastic work you're doing. 
[00:17:22] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[00:17:22] Baz Hunter: It shows that this isn't just happening for no reason. It's happening because... and you can hear it when we're just having a conversation now about the passion that you've got for these dogs and you went to that house and there were two in the cage there, and you give them the money back and says, "Look, go, go get a... go, hire a field and let them run."
[00:17:47] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:17:48] Baz Hunter: And that just shows that, money's not everything. You cared about these dogs. 
[00:17:46] Tom Brook: Yes, absolutely. And that's the thing for me at GoldBrook and what we try and do is... We want people to enjoy coming. There's training and going to training and some people dread going to training. It's a daunting thing. No one wants their dog to be the worst dog, do they? 
But at some point it's gonna happen. We've all been there. So, we've got to get over that barrier. So, we want the people as well to enjoy it. So, when we do training days on a weekend, you come, we have a drink, we have cake, we have pop. We make a day of it as opposed to you coming through the door.
[00:18:33] Baz Hunter: It's an experience... 
[00:18:33] Tom Brook: Yeah. You're not just coming through the doors, paying your money, until next time, see you. For me, it's something I love and I love watching people succeed. That's for me what it's about is seeing people go, "God, I've never thought of that. Oh, I've..." right. Okay. Do you know what I mean? I know that feeling. 
[00:18:46] Baz Hunter: Yeah, absolutely. 
[00:18:46] Tom Brook: And it's like, with everything I do is I love... And there's certain people that have come to us with puppies, and now the dog's three years old, four years, and you're seeing them now basically I have that dream dog they always wanted.
[00:18:56] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:18:54] Tom Brook: And they're enjoying it and, they're coming, they're doing the Gundog stuff, then they're going away on a Sunday and enjoying it. And it's no problem taking the dog. And you see people as that's it's have, they dread taking the dogs for a walk, in case they bump into another dog, or they dread letting the dog off the lead in case it doesn't come back.
And it's nice to see them people come, put the time in, put the effort in, and there are the rewards at the end. 
[00:19:21] Baz Hunter: Yeah. I can relate to that a little bit. 'Cause like in... like you're in a country pub on a Sunday...
[00:19:23] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[00:19:25] Baz Hunter: Or something, everybody's having dinner and that. It's a nice dinner. They're having a glass of wine and a beer and so on. So, the dog's laid down under the table. And now you think, oh, imagine if we had Archie in here. Do you know what I mean? 
[00:19:38] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[00:19:38] Baz Hunter: But yeah, so the feeling to have that would be...just fantastic, to be able to, yeah, do these things, just do normal things, and take your dog with you. 
[00:19:50] Tom Brook: And that's the thing is, again, as with the Gundog stuff is, like, I said at the start... 80% of being a Gundog is good obedience. The dog will do the rest of it for you. You just need to make sure that dog has the obedience, listens.
The rest of it then falls into place. So actually, if you wanna go wherever you wanna go and let the dog relax or whatever it may be, the dog'll do that. 
[00:20:16] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:20:17] Tom Brook: Because you've put that obedience in, you've put the foundations in, and that's what it's about. Because then you've got an enjoyable pet for the rest of your life.
[00:20:18] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:20:18] Baz Hunter: There's no better feeling than that. The amount of people what struggle with daft little things, but actually it will only get worse. And niggly things, for example, if you've got a dog what pulls like mad, you're not gonna go and enjoy a walk down the beach or...
[00:20:33] Baz Hunter: Yeah... 
[00:20:35] Tom Brook: Down the town centre or whatever it may be if that dog's gonna drag you all the way around, are they? So, actually...
[00:20:46] Baz Hunter: Have to nip it in the bud, doesn't it? 
[00:20:46] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. 
[00:20:48] Baz Hunter: And they owe you the rest of it. 
[00:20:49] Tom Brook: All of a sudden it becomes...
[00:20:51] Baz Hunter: A pleasure. 
[00:20:51] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. The amount of people what have dogs, and they avoid other dogs 'cause the dogs get so excited it becomes not fun. 
[00:21:01] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:21:02] Tom Brook: And then they can't take them in a pub in case another dog comes in, 'cause next minute all the tables will be out of that. 
[00:21:08] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:21:08] Tom Brook: There's loads of these little things where actually if we put the platforms and the foundation in, all that is something you take for granted actually when you get further down the line.
[00:21:17] Baz Hunter: Yeah. It's really fascinating to listen to and to relate to as well. It's... 
[00:21:25] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. 
[00:21:26] Baz Hunter: I've got to ask about the Gundog bit. So, you mentioned that you used to do everything, but a big, I suppose, brave move as well, putting a real niche into just Gundogs. Is that, is that... 
[00:21:36] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[00:21:44] Baz Hunter: How does, what's the...
[00:21:44] Tom Brook: So, because Gundogs was always my passion. 
[00:21:41] Baz Hunter: Okay. Did you always have... Was you always into shooting and stuff as well or...? 
[00:21:45] Tom Brook: So again, it was my auntie's partner at the time who got me into it. 
[00:21:49] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:21:49] Tom Brook: He took me beating once. I absolutely loved it. I didn't have a dog for a good few years. I was always just go... But it was good because if I went and I took a dog straight away, you're focusing on the dog, not actually what's going on around you. 
[00:22:11] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:22:10] Tom Brook: So, because I went just me, I could take everything in. And I'm a very... if I see something and I want to do it, I'm in... Yeah. I'm not halfing. So, I'm watching all the time, what's going on, what's that person doing with the dog, what's he doing with the dog? And I'm absorbing it. So then when I eventually got a dog, I already knew what was expected on that shoot of the dog. I was halfway there to knowing, I'd need to do this.
That'd be no good. So, then I started putting all that together. And then with us then moving on to Redburn, and having the estate to go on... all the gundog scenarios can be set up. The chap who invited me to go and use his land, again, is perfect for Gundogs on there. So, it all started coming together, and you were just enjoying it so much more.
[00:23:01] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:23:02] Tom Brook: You're watching them dogs achieve. And there were people coming who for... If I asked them at the start, "Would your dog do X, Y, and Z?" They'd probably go, "Absolutely no chance." By the time you finish that day, that dog's done all them things, and they're going home chuffed to bits. When they go home chuffed to bits, you're going home going, "That was a brilliant day."
[00:23:21] Baz Hunter: Yeah, satisfaction.
[00:23:26] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. I much prefer seeing other people's dogs achieve and other people achieve and letting them go home happy than myself trying to achieve something. I just want them to enjoy the day. And to me, that's what it's about. 
[00:23:38] Baz Hunter: It's a great way of looking at it.
[00:23:46] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. 
[00:23:48] Baz Hunter: As I mentioned before, it shines on your business and the passion you've got for it. I've been lucky enough to, as I say, I've been watching a lot of your videos and seeing, what you do, and it's just fascinating. 
[00:23:52] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. And then with it, like that, knowing the people, everything they do, once you get into it, you start getting with your own dogs. Like you say, I want to set that bar of... this is my dogs, this is what you want to achieve. This is where you want to be, and then it just goes from there. 
One of my first spaniel, I actually went to look at a puppy, and I got there and I couldn't find the guy. This guy had a massive house. He had a stable block. And there was a guy coming out with a puppy. So, I said to him, "Where's the chap?" He says, "Oh, around the back." So, I walk around the back, and there was these dogs just laid out on these concrete slabs, looking not good.
And he kid... "What are you doing around here?" I says, "I've come for them puppies." So, he went, "Oh, you want to be around here." And I says, "What's happening with them dogs there?" "Don't worry about them. Follow me." And all I could think about was...
[00:25:01] Baz Hunter: Yeah... 
[00:25:02] Tom Brook: This spaniel on the floor. So, it was like, in the end, long story short, I said to him, "I'm not leaving without that dog." So, I took it home. It must have taken me eight weeks to get anywhere near it. It just did… no human... Honestly, it was horrible. And I took him to all these shoots. It wouldn't move. Just sat. It was terrified to do anything. 
[00:25:18] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:25:19] Tom Brook: Long story short, I put about six months into this dog and I thought, "I'm gonna take him on a shoot with me."
It doesn't leave my side, so the worst thing that can happen is... it doesn't leave my side all day. It's not the worst. 
[00:25:30] Baz Hunter: Yeah, it's not the end of the world. 
[00:25:31] Tom Brook: It's gonna have a day out. And I'll never forget, before I went to work once, I give him a treat. I came back from work, he was still sat with it, 'cause he didn't know... In his mouth like a cigar. He didn't know he was allowed to eat a treat. That eat it. 
[00:25:47] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:25:47] Tom Brook: Sat there. So anyway, I took him on this shoot...
[00:25:47] Baz Hunter: Unbelievable, really. 
[00:25:49] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:25:51] Baz Hunter: I can guarantee you that if I give Archie a treat... 
[00:25:51] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[00:25:52] Baz Hunter: And went to work, it would be...
[00:25:52] Tom Brook: Yeah...
[00:25:53] Baz Hunter: It'd be gone before I shut the door.
[00:25:57] Tom Brook: Absolutely. And, so I took him on this shoot. I'm not joking, it was like someone flicked a switch and he went, "Oh, I like a bit of this." And he became an absolutely amazing dog. 
[00:26:10] Baz Hunter: Wow. 
[00:26:10] Tom Brook: And he was just... He just lit up, and it was like all that time and effort has now just become worth it. 
[00:26:16] Baz Hunter: And he's doing what he loves doing.
[00:26:17] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:26:17] Baz Hunter:  And do you know what? It's changed his... You know... it's a life-changer then. 
[00:26:22] Tom Brook: Yeah. Absolutely. And he was just amazing. Absolutely amazing. And, if I'd have never took him that day... Who knows? Because he just wouldn't come out his shell. He wouldn't open up. He was too rude. He was gonna get in trouble for something, or it not work, And then he went, and he was just... He was a brilliant dog, I'd go to some shoots and they'd go, "Have you got Star with you, you say… "Yeah, yeah, "Oh, good. That's all right then." 
[00:26:48] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:26:49] Tom Brook: There was people...
[00:26:52] Baz Hunter: Be fantastic in a pack.
[00:26:51] Tom Brook: Yeah. Absolutely. And all of a sudden, it's, ah. So, your own dogs start making the reputation. But again, going back to there, what people do, it's the hours and hours I put in to try and get him to that point. And it's the same even with puppies, the hours and hours you spend trying to get to it.
But again, that doesn't mean I stand in that field for hours with that same dog. 'Cause some people say, "I haven't got time to train." My training sessions broke down into, certainly with young dogs, five to 15 minutes at the most. 
[00:27:24] Baz Hunter: Okay, yeah. As opposed to... I suppose it's the attention span of a... 
[00:27:28] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:27:29] Baz Hunter: Toddler.
[00:27:27] Tom Brook: Yeah. Absolutely. 
[00:27:28] Baz Hunter: Small, you know...small at a time.
[00:27:32] Tom Brook: Absolutely. 
[00:27:32] Baz Hunter: Small at a time. That didn't come out right. Small sections at a time. 
[00:27:38] Tom Brook: Yeah. Absolutely. And that's it for me of... there's always definitely time to train your dogs. 100% there's always time. It's just little and often, as opposed to thinking you've... It's when people say about gym. I don't go to gym, as you'll see. But people will say the hardest bit is to get through the door. 
[00:27:54] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:27:55] Tom Brook: Same with the training. The hardest bit is just to get out there and go, I'm gonna do X, Y, and Z. 
[00:27:59] Baz Hunter: Yeah.
[00:28:00] Tom Brook: Because to me, if you don't have that plan, it won't happen. You just go out there with, what shall I do? 
[00:28:05] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:28:06] Tom Brook: And then it's just meaningless. 
[00:28:08] Baz Hunter: Like, you say about when it's done... how you can enjoy the dog so much?
[00:28:23] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[00:28:24] Baz Hunter: More, yeah. And it's brilliant, the story you've just said there. It's just like a real... 
[00:28:20] Tom Brook: Yeah ... 
[00:28:21] Baz Hunter: Heart-warming fairytale ending in your story there. 
[00:28:26] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely.  
[00:28:26] Baz Hunter: Is it all young dogs then, or do you... Is it puppies normally, or do you train dogs that are older as well, or? 
[00:28:33] Tom Brook: So, we train dogs of all ages. Any age. People do ask us quite a lot, what age do I start training? I start training my dogs as soon as I come home, if I haven't bred them myself. 
[00:28:45] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:28:46] Tom Brook: And I've bought them. I'll train my dogs as soon as they get home. Again, it will be literally, they won't even realize they're training.
I'm just trying to get them on my side. I think the biggest thing as well with a dog is getting that bond with them at first. But then we have dogs of all ages coming. Because again, even, so even one of my, shall we say, fully trained dogs, at seven years old, for example, I could easily make a bad habit become something to him.
So, it's important I'm topping it up. So, there is no age to stop training that dog. 
[00:29:18] Baz Hunter: Ah, so you're constantly training. 
[00:29:20] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. So, I'm always doing something. And I say to people, "Go out there and see what your weak spots are." If I go on a training day somewhere, and my dogs haven't, not failed, but if they've not struggled with something, I come home a little bit annoyed that I haven't tested that dog to its full ability because I want to find them little weak spots. 
[00:29:42] Baz Hunter: Yeah... 
[00:29:43] Tom Brook: Then to give me something for that next two, three, four weeks, whatever it may be, to go, I want to clean that up. 
[00:29:49] Baz Hunter: Okay. 
[00:29:49] Tom Brook: Yeah. And then we'll go again. 
[00:29:50] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Show us your worst, and then...
[00:30:06] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[00:30:05] Baz Hunter: You've got some attention.
[00:29:54] Tom Brook: Absolutely.
[00:30:08] Baz Hunter: Got it. Yeah.
[00:30:07] Tom Brook: Yeah. And every dog has a weak spot. Every dog has that something one of my open dogs at the minute, what I use a lot, is a brilliant dog. He hates water with a passion. 
[00:30:19] Baz Hunter: Hates water. 
[00:30:20] Baz Hunter: With a passion. So, it's making sure you're doing lots of water with him. 'Cause if you give him the choice not to do it... 
[00:30:25] Baz Hunter: He won't do it.
[00:30:25] Tom Brook: He won't do it. And it's no good going, if he doesn't like it, I'm gonna avoid it." Which is what a lot of people do. Going back to your everyday dog. 
[00:30:30] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:30:34] Tom Brook: You see a dog in the street...
[00:30:35] Baz Hunter: Just a natural thing, yeah... 
[00:30:35] Tom Brook: Guess what I'm gonna do? Avoid it. 
[00:30:36] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Cross the road. 
[00:30:37] Tom Brook: Yeah. And then it becomes something then. So, it's trying to eliminate every possible fault you can to keep your dogs going. 
[00:30:44] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:30:45] Tom Brook: So, when that older dog, Banjo, like I say, I knew he was, he hates water. I kept one of his pups last year. The first thing I did was take that down to the pond and make sure it's happy in water. Because I don't want a repeat performance. 
[00:30:56] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:30:57] Tom Brook: So, it's just all the time figuring out what dog is struggling at what point, helping them out in that section, and every dog is different. 
[00:31:01] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:31:02] Tom Brook: And then you get your residential dogs coming in. They are different again.
[00:31:10] Baz Hunter: Okay.
[00:31:11] Tom Brook: Some of them, I have dogs coming from all over the country just because they want it to walk right on a lead, Yeah. So, it's constantly different... 
[00:31:14] Baz Hunter: Yeah. So, these are Gundogs that are not necessarily going on a shoot or... 
[00:31:18] Tom Brook: Yeah, so some might be pets who some people might not even know what a shoot is.
They've just bought this dog, they've come home and gone, "Someone said it's a working dog. I better take it to a Gundog trainer." So, then they just come along, don't really know what's going on. A lot of people, see, the minute you mention a Gundog trainer to some people, they get this vision of an old school that's just gonna level a dog constantly.
[00:31:42] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:31:44] Tom Brook: So, some people are very standoffish, but then when they realize actually you can just turn it into a big game... all of a sudden, the dog lights up and it becomes a lot easier, so we do literally get ones that are going on a shoot, some that don't have a clue what a shoot is about, which is fine. It's about the dog to me, what its genetics are, what it's bred to do. 
[00:32:12] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:32:12] Tom Brook: Let's give it that outlet. Because if we can't give it that outlet, it's only gonna be bored with us before we've even started. 
[00:32:19] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:32:19] Tom Brook: Do you know what I mean? Where if we can say to it, that what you really love, we can give you that. We can go through it. Oh, I like a bit of this. 
[00:32:26] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Of course, it does. 
[00:32:28] Tom Brook: You've got it on your side then. So that's, to me, what it's about is regardless what you're going to do with that dog, let's fulfil its needs. 
[00:32:37] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:32:37] Tom Brook: Give it that outlet. 
[00:32:39] Baz Hunter: So, do you do... I suppose you do a bit of everything, so you... 'Cause you've mentioned before about your group training sessions that you do on a weekend. Do you, I suppose you do one-on-one training sessions.
[00:32:48] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:32:48] Baz Hunter:  Do you board dogs to train them? 
[00:32:51] Tom Brook: Yeah. So we take only a couple at a time. And they come to us, like I say, some will be...
You're generally getting really busy before the shoot season of people what have sat with the dogs all summer on the sofa and gone, "Oh, I need this to come out shooting with me." yeah. "I better do some..." So, you get really busy then. After the season you get really busy because, again, the dogs pick up bad habits...
[00:33:15] Baz Hunter: Yeah.
[00:33:16] Tom Brook: During that shoot season.
[00:33:17] Baz Hunter: You've had the ones that have gone and, ruined it for everybody else, so they want a bit of training for next time. 
[00:33:23] Tom Brook: Yeah, Absolutely. And then, you get the people what, I don't know, going on holiday, so they go, instead of sending it to kennels. 
[00:33:31] Baz Hunter: Yeah.
[00:33:32] Tom Brook: We'll send it to training. Yeah, we'll get a bit of training at the same time. So that's the way we operate. But mainly classes, and then on Redbourn we do lots. For example, we'll do a day purely on water training, water retrieve...
[00:33:47] Baz Hunter: Okay...
[00:33:47] Tom Brook: Stuff like that. We might do one leading up to the season based on what a shoot day would look like. So, we're constantly changing. We'll do scurries where it's just a timed event. We're constantly changing what we're doing, so people get the chance to have a go at everything... And if there's a bit they don't like, they don't have to come to it. 
[00:34:04] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:34:05] Tom Brook: And that's what it's about is... it's what suits you and your dog.
Just come along, have a good day. There's no pressure from anyone. Generally, people will go home, probably met a few friends, like-minded people, and they'll come again. 
[00:34:20] Baz Hunter: Yeah. No, that's the thing about it. It's not just about going...
[00:34:21] Tom Brook: No... 
[00:34:24] Baz Hunter: It's fantastic for the dog, but you're gonna meet other people as well. You're gonna...
[00:34:26] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:34:26] Baz Hunter: Like you say, you make it as an experience. You got me when you said there were pork pie. 
[00:34:32] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[00:34:33] Baz Hunter: That sounds like a bit of me already, that does. 
[00:34:35] Tom Brook: Absolutely. 
[00:34:36] Baz Hunter: But yeah, make it as an experience. And I think that's like across the board, that's what we try to do across the board. At The Clock House, if you come in for afternoon tea, we redeveloped it and it's served on a bookcase, and you get this... Your tea comes with a timer, and you turn the timer and depending on how you like your tea, whether you like it weak or medium or strong...and we give you a little advice on how long to time it for. And then when the timer stops, you pour it and it's out. And it's these little things that's goes that extra mile, and it is an experience. And...
[00:35:18] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[00:35:18] Baz Hunter: What you're doing there in the same form in dog training is brilliant, really. 
[00:35:13] Tom Brook: Yeah. Absolutely. And because for me, when I go training, because I go competing. I'm up there with, shall I say, some very serious people, and I'll go to training days, and no one will speak to each other all day, or if they do, it's very little. 
[00:35:32] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:35:33] Tom Brook: And when the dog's going wrong, or say my dog's going wrong, you can see them sat there thinking, good.
[00:35:39] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:35:39] Tom Brook: Because that might be my competition tomorrow.
[00:35:41] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:35:42] Tom Brook: And it's not a very nice... and it gets you in that mindset. If you go and it's just you, your dog, and that's all it is, I don't want that. I come home and I love the drills and I love to test my dogs and everything else, but a lot of the time there's no banter there, if you like.
[00:36:09] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:36:10] Tom Brook: There's no... Where with us, it's nonstop, and that's...
[00:36:09] Baz Hunter: And that's what you want from it, isn't it?
[00:36:11] Tom Brook: Yeah. Absolutely. People stop off in the pubs and they have meals on a night, and if we're training on a Sunday, a class, some of them will go for a Sunday lunch after. It's creating that...
[00:36:15] Baz Hunter: Make a day of it.
[00:36:15] Tom Brook: Yeah. It's creating that more of an environment where people relax, they enjoy it than just you're there with your dog and that's it. 
[00:36:24] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:36:26] Tom Brook: I don't want it to be like that. 
[00:36:28] Baz Hunter: Yeah. No, it's brilliant. It sounds really good. When you mentioned just then about competing... what in... What do you mean by that? 
[00:36:46] Tom Brook: So, you have...
[00:36:46] Baz Hunter: Your dogs. 
[00:36:36] Tom Brook: Yeah. So, I compete my own dogs. So, you get tests through the summer, which is purely on training dummies. And they're literally all over the country. All over the... really. And you enter that test and you get scored, and if you win Brill. And then you have a novice level and an open level. To go into the Open, you have to win the novice. 
[00:36:59] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:37:02] Tom Brook: And it's good. It does create... Because for me, I'm not, like I say, the training days I go on... I'm not always a fan of them because you can go there and not speak to no one all day...
[00:37:22] Baz Hunter: Yeah ... 
[00:37:21] Tom Brook: Except you, your dog, and the trainer.
[00:37:22] Baz Hunter: Yeah.
[00:37:24] Tom Brook: And that is it. But it gives me that something for me to try and achieve with my dogs. Because as a trainer, it can become very stale. What your dog's are water hater. You don't... So, all of a sudden you stop doing stuff with your dogs then. Where I like to have that, I want to do this, I want to do that.
My young dog now, Brock, he's one. I'm already thinking for next year this is where I want him to be. I want him to be in that competition. 
[00:37:43] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:37:43] Tom Brook: So, it's giving me that goal where if I didn't go into competitions, you focus on everyone else's dogs. 
[00:37:50] Baz Hunter: Yeah. And I suppose it keeps you on your toes as well, doesn't it? 
[00:37:51] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. And I have met some amazing people doing these tests, trials, and all the rest. But it was something I was actually, I don't think it's that massive Gundog environment. I was very much into a shoot. I got brought up on a shoot and all the rest of it. Actually, your tests are not that. There's some people, again, that'll go to a working test, they'll never take their dogs on a shoot, and they're some of the best trained dogs you'll see. 
[00:38:21] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:38:21] Tom Brook: It's just because, again, they enjoy going and doing that on a weekend. 
[00:38:26] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:38:27] Tom Brook: So yeah, it's more for me to give me a goal. 
[00:38:41] Baz Hunter: It's good to have your sights on something...
[00:38:41] Tom Brook: Yeah ... 
[00:38:34] Baz Hunter: May as well get your teeth in or something, isn't it? 
[00:38:35] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. And I'm... 
[00:38:37] Baz Hunter: Keeps the job fresh... 
[00:38:38] Tom Brook: And it gives you more things, and you might go somewhere to a day and you'll go, "Do you know, I've never seen that happen before." So, it gives you that something to train. It gives you that something to think about. 
[00:38:58] Baz Hunter: Every day's a learning day.
[00:38:59] Tom Brook: Never stop. And that's sometimes some people's biggest downfalls in certainly in the Gundog world, is, "That's how they've always done it." And that is sometimes the biggest downfall for some of them because I've been on some trip and I've had to stop and go, "Why are you doing that?
What is it?" "That's how I've always done it. I've seen so-and-so do it." But are you actually getting the result you want there, or are you just doing it 'cause you've always done it? 
[00:39:22] Baz Hunter: I've seen so-and-so.
[00:39:22] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. So, sometimes in the Gundog world, that's massive, where to me, I want to look at everything with an open mind.
And if someone came in my field and went, "We do it like this, Tom, because of X, Y, and Z," I'm in. If it works, I'm in. 
[00:39:31] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:39:33] Tom Brook: Go through it, that's how I learned it. And no one is 100% perfect in what they do. So, to me... 
[00:39:39] Baz Hunter: And everyone has their own ways of course...
[00:39:48] Tom Brook: Yeah, of course they do... 
[00:39:50] Baz Hunter: As well and...
[00:39:51] Tom Brook: Of course, they do... 
[00:39:52] Baz Hunter: And you do what works for you, and that's... 
[00:39:53] Tom Brook: Yes, absolutely... 
[00:39:55] Baz Hunter: And what works for the dog, I know that everything...
[00:39:58] Tom Brook: It's huge... 
[00:39:58] Baz Hunter: You've been saying...
[00:40:00] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:40:00] Baz Hunter: Is a big thing about the dog as well. And that's it. 
[00:40:02] Tom Brook: I've got two dogs at the minute, two puppies.
They're about four months apart, both Labradors. You've got to train them completely different. Completely different. But to some people, a Labrador's a Labrador. But one of them is so much further ahead than the other one, and it's nothing to do with... Because I've trained one more than the other.
It's not, it's just because that one wants to be pushed one way, that one wants to still be a puppy for the rest of its life. Yeah. So, you've just got, like humans, like dogs...
[00:40:30] Baz Hunter: Yeah.
[00:40:30] Tom Brook: Everyone's got a different personality...
[00:40:28] Baz Hunter: Yeah, absolutely... 
[00:40:25] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[00:40:25] Baz Hunter: And Labradors, do you... You know the chocolate ones? Are they tend to be a bit crazier than the others?
[00:40:31] Tom Brook: Yeah, they do. 
[00:40:38] Baz Hunter: Everyone says that. So, mine's a chocolate Labrador... and we're like, "Got a chocolate one," and people say, "Alright, Oh, okay." 
[00:40:42] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[00:40:42] Baz Hunter: I explained to you.
[00:40:43] Tom Brook: You don't really. There is, I know one person, or a couple of people what I've got on, but generally you don't see many of them in the shooting field.
[00:40:48] Baz Hunter: Alright, okay, yeah.
[00:40:49] Tom Brook: And I don't get many. I probably get probably less than 50 in a year... come to me. You don't see many. 
[00:40:58] Baz Hunter: Okay. 
[00:40:59] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[00:41:00] Baz Hunter: And what about your dogs, then? What dogs do you have? 
[00:41:03] Tom Brook: So, I have Labradors and… 
[00:41:04] Baz Hunter: They've probably got to, I guess you've 13 or 15 or something.
[00:41:08] Tom Brook: Yeah. I've got Labradors and I've got Springers. I haven't got a Cocker. My partner wants a lemon Cocker, but we've yet to find a one that we're happy with. 
[00:41:17] Baz Hunter: Okay. 
[00:41:18] Tom Brook: But yeah, I like Springers. Just because, again, it's what works for you, and I do a lot of picking up during the shoot season.
For me a Springer is just that little bit bigger, little bit stronger, and it can hold a deer a little bit better. 
[00:41:44] Baz Hunter: Okay. 
[00:41:44] Tom Brook: Yeah, for picking up. If I was going beating and all the rest, Cocker, brilliant. Not doing as much, fine. But I just wanted that little bit bigger dog. Everyone's got their personal preference.
It's what works for them. Again, because I go shooting a lot on a night, I might be sending my dogs for a hare. A cocker would struggle to carry a hare 150 yards. 
[00:41:59] Baz Hunter: Right. Okay. 
[00:41:59] Tom Brook: Yeah. There might be the odd one or two, but, you know, you're putting strain on that dog you don't need to. If I can pick efficiently and put less strain on the dog, then I'm gonna do that.
[00:42:09] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:42:09] Tom Brook: So, I have Springers and Labradors. I've got black, yellow, and red, Labradors. But I also have protection dogs, two protection dogs. 
[00:42:19] Baz Hunter: Okay. 
[00:42:20] Tom Brook: I've got a Dutch herder and I've got a Czech shepherd. I've only had the Czech shepherd probably two and a half weeks. And that was...
So, I got her from a chap who'd actually passed away. I don't know him, and I have nothing to do with him, and no one knew this dog's history. 
[00:42:41] Baz Hunter: Right, okay. 
[00:42:42] Tom Brook: And she is wild. Absolutely wild. It took me...
[00:42:44] Baz Hunter: So, you've got your training head on now.
[00:42:58] Tom Brook: Yeah, but obviously the...But again, a Czech shepherd you train completely different to a Labrador or a Spaniel.
So, you're looking at it different, and you walk up to it and she looks... she's solid. She's nearly 50 kilos, solid black, and she doesn't look that mad, but she looks at you with this intent and you just take a step back. 
[00:43:16] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:43:10] Tom Brook: And her top lip goes, and she just goes solid and you think... "If I don't move out the way quickly... 
[00:43:16] Baz Hunter: Yeah... 
[00:43:17] Tom Brook: I'm gonna have her here. So, she's took a lot of work, but she is coming around, but it's hard not knowing her past, not knowing... 
[00:43:26] Baz Hunter: Yeah, not knowing what her background... 
[00:43:28] Tom Brook: What has happened. Yeah. 
[00:43:39] Baz Hunter: Yes. That's, I suppose...
[00:43:29] Tom Brook: For all I know, she could be reactive with other dogs.
And I've got her with 14 Gundogs. So, it was... I had to be really careful, and I still am being very careful. But she does security work with me, stuff like that. Because she is.. shall we say, feisty.
[00:44:02] Baz Hunter: Yeah. So are these... Are they similar looking to a German shepherd then, a Czech shepherd or?
[00:44:09] Tom Brook: Yeah, just a little bit bigger...
[00:44:09] Baz Hunter: Right, okay.
[00:44:09] Tom Brook: In size. My wife's mum has always had German shepherds. Yeah, So I'm very familiar with German shepherds. They're a little bit, shall I say, stockier. She... Like I say, she's 45, between 45 and 47 kilos. And, she's just solid black. 
[00:44:12] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:44:13] Tom Brook: And she is intense. Really intense. And you can look at her paws all day and she'll just sit there. The minute you move up to her head or her eyes, she just locks onto you. And then, yeah. So, no, but she's... Hopefully she'll be nice. She's coming doing some security shifts with me. But she's interesting.
[00:44:34] Baz Hunter: Yeah. So, the thing with dogs as well is the... and I know some of them particularly, hold so much value as well.
[00:44:48] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[00:44:47] Baz Hunter: Don't they... 
[00:44:42] Tom Brook: Well, that's how it came about how we got a protection dog. 
[00:44:51] Baz Hunter: Did I
[00:44:51] Tom Brook: Because we...
[00:44:46] Baz Hunter: Protect your dogs... 
[00:44:46] Tom Brook: Yeah. And because we breed litters of Spaniels and Labradors, and sometimes we will sell part-trained or fully trained dogs.
Some of them are worth a lot of money. You'll be surprised how many people ring up, "Can I come look at your puppies?" And actually, they've got no interest of look at... They're just looking to have them away.  
[00:45:05] Baz Hunter: A lot of money there. 
[00:45:06] Tom Brook: Yeah, so that's how we got our protection dog, which was, Kraus, the Dutch herd at first. We got him and he is brilliant. He's a nice little godsend. And if I'm out on a night, he's always there. So, he's brill. And that's how we ended up getting him. Because like you say... 
[00:45:26] Baz Hunter: And have you trained him up then, or was it...? 
[00:45:29] Tom Brook: So, he got... When he was younger... Again, it's another dog somebody got what they probably shouldn't have got. A farmer got him. 
[00:45:37] Baz Hunter: Okay. 
[00:45:38] Tom Brook: He put him on a chain thinking if anyone came in his farm yard, it'll have them. 
[00:45:42] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:45:43] Tom Brook: This dog got bored and thought it'll have him, the farmer instead. 
[00:45:46] Baz Hunter: Oh, dear. 
[00:45:46] Tom Brook: So, the farmer wanted rid. This girl took him on as a bit of an in-between gap. Did a little bit with him and then we ended up getting him?
And he's been spot on. He has his moments, but, I've got a two-year-old daughter, he is amazing round her. He can go from up there really highly driven to like...Hazel's in the garden, I'll chill out. 
[00:46:14] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:46:15] Tom Brook: And... 
[00:46:15] Baz Hunter: Wow... 
[00:46:15] Tom Brook: It is good. And he's probably, if she gives him a treat, he takes it off so calmly, so delicate where the others, the Labradors, are like, "Watch your fingers, I'm coming in." 
[00:46:30] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:46:30] Tom Brook: So, he just knows instantly when she's around. And just completely comes down the gears, chills out. 
[00:46:33] Baz Hunter: Dogs are just something else, aren't they? 
[00:46:35] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. 
[00:46:35] Baz Hunter: Just something else and... 
[00:46:37] Tom Brook: And that's what drew me into them is when the more you dig into the dogs, they're just amazing. And the way they think, and the energy, and everything about them, the way they go about it is just... 
[00:46:49] Baz Hunter: This is it? Dogs haven't been... they're not born bad, are they? 
[00:47:04] Tom Brook: No, no, and this is the thing and it's just the right training and the right effort and everything else that you put into it...
[00:47:09] Baz Hunter: Yeah. And that can give you a life full of massively enjoyment. 
[00:47:03] Tom Brook: Yeah, massively. And do you know, they don't want much. They're very easily pleased, and they love it. What we try and do sometimes is humanize them. 
[00:47:14] Baz Hunter: Yeah... 
[00:47:14] Tom Brook: And make them into something they're not. And then all these problems start. You know, where actually they are so easily pleased, and they just love being... If we build loyal bond with them from that beginning, they love it.
And they just love being around us. Something I don't have to train a lot, which I take for granted, is recall because generally my dogs want to be by my side or be around me or, again, it's something we take for granted of. Some people are nonstop recalling their dogs back I find.
[00:47:44] Baz Hunter: Yeah. I think that sort of shows though what... what an incredible person you are with them because what you're saying is you don't need to train them recall 'cause they want to be with you anyway.
[00:48:00] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely, no.
[00:48:04] Baz Hunter: So, you don't even have to worry about that. They want to be there... and that's the difference.  
[00:48:00] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. I remember I was once going to feed up with a Polaris, and what I usually do in a morning was I'd just let the dogs out the truck, I'd jump in the Polaris with all the feed, and the dogs would just run along with me. And there was one day in particular about four or five deer ran out from the hedge, and I had my mate with me and my dogs just stayed with me the whole time, and there was no more...
These deer were literally 12 foot in front of us. And my mate said, "How on earth have your dogs not just chased all them deer?" That's their instinct to chase. 
[00:48:34] Baz Hunter: Yeah, of course, it is. 
[00:48:34] Tom Brook: And I said, "Because I haven't told them to do that." As far as they're concerned, they're following this Polaris, and that's it. So again, it's some people will be going, "I need a really good recall here." Yeah. Actually, you don't. You need your dogs to understand, just be around you, enjoy it round you. They're... 
[00:48:54] Baz Hunter: It's incredible really... yeah... they have not gone because you've not told them to. 
[00:48:56] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. And that's, again, my... This is me speaking about other people. My dog chases rabbits, hares, pheasants, whatever. I can literally take my dogs with me feeding all the pheasants, whatever it may be. They won't even think, "I'm gonna have that one," because I haven't told them to. 
[00:49:15] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:49:15] Tom Brook: They know unless I've told them to do that, they haven't got to worry about that. So, there's a big difference between a Gundog who just goes chasing everything and picking everything up, and a Gundog what's under control. 
[00:49:29] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:49:30] Tom Brook: The one that gamekeeper's shouting at going, "Get that dog back." 
[00:49:33] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Definitely, yeah. So, you say, you do a bit of security work and that as well.
[00:49:38] Tom Brook: Yeah. So initially, like I say, the protection dogs were always for just being around the house, being around the garden. Quite often, if I've been out on a night or whatever, I'll sometimes take a dog with me, 'cause it can get a bit ropy sometimes on a night in the middle of nowhere.
[00:50:01] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:50:02] Tom Brook: But what I did is, again, because of summer, being red hot, you can't train the dogs in that heat. 
[00:50:06] Baz Hunter: I was about to ask a... 
[00:50:08] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[00:50:09] Baz Hunter: Some questions about the heat. 
[00:50:10] Tom Brook: What I did was I started doing a bit with the protection dogs, and I started doing protection work, stuff like that, just to give the dogs something to do, and that's on a night where it's cooler.
So, you're basically going to the job securing wherever it may be train your dog there during the night, and then during the day you're resting. 
[00:50:30] Baz Hunter: Brilliant. Yeah, so you're training them on the... it's fantastic. 
[00:50:33] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[00:50:33] Baz Hunter: Really. It really is...
[00:50:34] Tom Brook: But again, that's going back to, I could literally sit at home going, "It's hot.
I've had to cancel everything. The job's knackered at the minute." 
[00:50:42] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:50:43] Tom Brook: Where it's not, it's going, "How can I keep this... 
[00:50:46] Baz Hunter: Yeah... 
[00:50:46] Tom Brook: Going?" 
[00:50:46] Baz Hunter: You found a way to keep the job moving. 
[00:50:50] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[00:50:48] Baz Hunter: You've got to do it, haven't you? 
[00:50:50] Tom Brook: Because otherwise it'll just come to a standstill, and it's surprising... I imagine in any business really, but if you let stuff go stale and go to a standstill, it feels like a mountain trying to get it back...
[00:51:00] Baz Hunter: Going again. Always does, yeah.
[00:51:01] Tom Brook: Yeah. So, you've got to keep that momentum. 
[00:51:03] Baz Hunter: It's good to keep, yeah, keep plodding and keep chugging away at it. 
[00:51:06] Tom Brook: Yeah. Absolutely. 
[00:51:07] Baz Hunter: You started the question, I was gonna ask, but in terms of the heat then, 'cause it's been hot for ages, hasn't it now? 
[00:51:16] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[00:51:16] Baz Hunter: What a summer we've had.
[00:51:19] Tom Brook: Oh, yeah.
[00:51:18] Baz Hunter: But, in terms of your job, I suppose it can make your job... I suppose you've had some real early mornings, haven't you? 
[00:51:23] Tom Brook: Generally, we'll start with our dogs from anywhere between half 4:00, 5:00 o'clock in the morning. We'll get them all done, trained, finished for around 8:00, half 8:00 in the morning, and then literally we'll let them out during the day to go to toilet and all the rest, but it's literally going in the garden, whatever it may be, then last thing at night.
Because it's just too much for them. You can't train them in that. No, it's not fair. And I've got a massive backlog of people that I'm having to rearrange because, just 'cause of the heat. At the end of the day, the last thing I want to happen is someone's dog comes for training, it either gets heatstroke or stress or whatever. The dog's not enjoying it.
[00:52:06] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:52:06] Tom Brook: That's number one. 
[00:52:07] Baz Hunter: I suppose the heat puts the... 
[00:52:08] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[00:52:07] Baz Hunter: Stress and extra pressure on them as well, like it does us, you know... 
[00:52:11] Tom Brook: Yeah ... when we're at work. If you've got a good driven dog or any Gundog, they're not gonna say, "I aren't going for that dummy, it's too hot."
They'll just keep going until they collapse. So, it's up to us as humans to go... To make that call... that dog's had enough.
[00:52:27] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:52:27] Tom Brook: So, that's where for me, I just cancel everything. I'd rather be safe than sorry, there's always next week, and if it's still hot then, what about the week after?
[00:52:36] Baz Hunter: Yeah. You never really think... I know we're talking about how busy you are and...and in terms of people recommending friends and that, but then when you've got such a warm summer...
[00:52:54] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[00:52:56] Baz Hunter: You've gotta rearrange and hold back, and when you're doing that, the money's not coming in.
[00:53:00] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[00:53:00] Baz Hunter: So yeah, you never even look at it like that, and I suppose you have your sort of quiet times, like over Christmas and things like that...
[00:53:06] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[00:53:08] Baz Hunter: It's quite seasonal and whatever, but... 
[00:53:00] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. But with it again, if I can, I'll put, say for example, three or four one-to-ones was to get cancelled because of the heat. I'll try and get four people at the same sort of level, get them in a group together.
[00:53:16] Baz Hunter: Okay. Yeah. 
[00:53:17] Tom Brook: So, then that's four people... Now getting the training they want, but it just lets up a bit of room. 
[00:53:23] Baz Hunter: Yeah.
[00:53:24] Tom Brook: And it just allows everyone then to keep free flowing because otherwise it's like now if, someone was to book... a new customer comes along today and wants to book a lesson today, I know you're looking about October, we're into winter weather. 
[00:53:39] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:53:39] Tom Brook: Where normally you'd be a couple of weeks, three weeks waiting where the minute you're months away. 
[00:53:45] Baz Hunter: Gonna catch back up again.
[00:53:45] Tom Brook: So, it's trying to... Because then what you're looking at is you're starting classes now. Our classes are generally seven sessions.
You start looking at seven sessions, a format, a piece, it's that nights again. 
[00:53:58] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Of course, it is.
[00:54:00] Tom Brook: Yes. It is. 
[00:54:00] Baz Hunter: It's going to...
[00:54:09] Tom Brook: Plus it's got to be organized as well and in front. 
[00:54:14] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Absolutely. Yeah. So, if people do want to get in touch at GoldBrook Gundog Centre, website. 
[00:54:08] Tom Brook: Yeah. We've got a website, GoldBrook.co.uk. Facebook, Instagram, we're on all that. So,...
[00:54:15] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:54:16] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. And videos, we're putting videos on the social media. 
[00:54:19] Baz Hunter: Yeah. I've seen. It's brilliant. 
[00:54:34] Tom Brook: Yeah. Yeah. 
[00:54:34] Baz Hunter: But again, and one of the group sessions...and stuff like that. I suppose it gives people a bit of an insight into how you work and stuff like that.
[00:54:28] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. 
[00:54:29] Baz Hunter: Where the dogs are and stuff like that. 
[00:54:30] Tom Brook: Yeah. And the group sessions are really, again, going off what we've just said, are really good for that social side of stuff. Like-minded people getting together, enjoying what they're doing. It's not just about turning up at 10 o'clock on a Sunday morning for an hour and going home again. It's about enjoying what you're doing. 
[00:54:50] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:54:51] Tom Brook: And if your dog has a bad day, it has a bad day. 
[00:54:53] Baz Hunter: Yeah. There's always tomorrow. 
[00:54:55] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. 
[00:54:56] Baz Hunter: We all have a bad day. 
[00:55:07] Tom Brook: Of course, they do. 
[00:55:08] Baz Hunter: Yeah. I have plenty of them, I do. 
[00:54:59] Tom Brook: Plenty of them. Absolutely. 
[00:55:01] Baz Hunter: I've got to go on to... we now ask our guests to ask a question for the next person.
And so, the last guest, Comedy Elvis, lives in Tenerife, Kevin Isaac, he does a tribute to Comedy Elvis. He asked a question for you, and the question was... He turned it into a joke, and I can't remember the joke. It was something along the lines of if you had the choice of winning the lottery and... I can't remember.
It was a joke anyway. Watch the episode before. It was fantastic. But we turned it into how would winning the lottery change your life, or what would... How would it change you, and what would you do? But hearing how you talk, I don't want to answer your question for you, but I know it's all about dogs. But yeah, what would you do if you won the lottery then? 
[00:55:56] Tom Brook: I'd make sure all my family were sorted first, but I'd buy a complex in North Yorkshire somewhere and turn it into a massive dog complex. What a beat, state of the art. 
[00:56:23] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:56:23] Tom Brook: Fantastic. Somewhere like that where's, Lincolnshire is flat as a pancake, so when you go, it's just... 
[00:56:18] Baz Hunter: Right okay, yeah ... And it's hills and...
[00:56:18] Tom Brook: The hills. Yeah, all that. And so that's why I'd go that way on. But yeah, do that make it into something... 
[00:56:28] Baz Hunter: Yeah. I knew it was only gonna be around dogs ... state. 
[00:56:39] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. State of the art. There's a chap in Scotland who's just done one, and it is insane. Absolutely insane. 
[00:56:39] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Have you had a chance to go up there or? 
[00:56:43] Tom Brook: I haven't been to his, 'cause I don't think it's actually open yet. 
[00:56:53] Baz Hunter: Oh, okay. 
[00:56:51] Tom Brook: It just he just puts the plans on... 
[00:56:47] Baz Hunter: Yeah... 
[00:56:48] Tom Brook: On social media. But he's having, four vets full time on site all the time. The kennels, what the dogs go in, are somewhere I'd go on holiday in.
[00:57:03] Baz Hunter: Yeah.
[00:57:01] Tom Brook: They're absolutely unbelievable. 
[00:56:59] Baz Hunter: If you went on holiday, that is...
[00:57:01] Tom Brook: Yeah. So, no, it's something like that where it's a brilliant... Where people can come away for a week with the dogs, train the dogs, and it'd be a complex. Do you know what I mean? Yeah. I think that'd be brilliant.
[00:57:14] Baz Hunter: Yeah. And I've got to ask you then a question, what you'd ask our next guest, who is all penned in. I can't reveal who it is yet, but it's gonna be a really good episode as well. So, what might you ask the next person? 
[00:57:30] Tom Brook: If money was no object, what job or career would you choose? 
[00:57:37] Baz Hunter: Alright, okay. So, if it wasn't a matter of... I need this wage for this or, you know... 
[00:57:43] Tom Brook: Yeah, because if it... 
[00:57:44] Baz Hunter: No matter what it pays... 
[00:57:45] Tom Brook: Yeah...
[00:57:45] Baz Hunter: What would you do for a job?
[00:57:46] Tom Brook: So, very similar to me there, I had a good paying job before I went into the dogs. 
[00:57:49] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:57:50] Tom Brook: And I feel I speak to so many people who dread Mondays because they go to work just because the way of payday... 
[00:57:58] Baz Hunter: Yeah, they need the money. 
[00:57:58] Tom Brook: Yeah ... they're just in that routine of doing it, where actually if you go, what would you do if you... if everyone got paid the same, money was not...what would you do?
[00:58:06] Baz Hunter: What would you choose to do? 
[00:58:07] Tom Brook: Do you know what I mean? 
[00:58:14] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:58:14] Tom Brook: And that's, and I think some people get stuck in that rut of they just do it 'cause they're waiting for the next pay check or just because that's what they've always done. 
[00:58:15] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:58:19] Tom Brook: And that's...
[00:58:20] Baz Hunter: I love the way that you've done things. I love that you received this email that was like, lost your job really.
[00:58:27] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[00:58:30] Baz Hunter: And you've turned it into something so fantastic with what you do. And not just that, but something that you enjoy. 
I mean, we had an episode with Craig Emerson a few episodes ago, and he said, he's just had the same conversation with his daughter, and he says, "Look, you're gonna be doing something for 40, 50 hours a week, so...doesn't matter what it is...
[00:58:50] Tom Brook: Enjoy... 
[00:58:50] Baz Hunter: As long as you enjoy it." 
[00:58:47] Tom Brook: Yeah. Absolutely.  
[00:58:48] Baz Hunter: And you have taken that to a whole new level. You're literally doing what you love, which is...really brilliant. 
[00:58:53] Tom Brook: Absolutely. And I do, I think it's so important, especially now, you know... Just if there's something you enjoy, why can't you do it?
[00:59:04] Baz Hunter: Have a go, yeah. 
[00:59:05] Tom Brook: Absolutely. Because like there, I could have quite easily fell in that trap of going back to... 
[00:59:10] Baz Hunter: Yeah... 
[00:59:10] Tom Brook: Engineering, doing all that stuff. 
[00:59:19] Baz Hunter: Just getting on with your weekends. 
[00:59:21] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. And it was like, no, it's something I love. I get up early seven days a week to take them dogs out to train them dogs.
I'll never complain about getting up early to take them out. And I'll never... I look forward to starting the training day or whatever day it is. I look forward to doing that. I don't wake up and go, "Oh God, I've got whatever today." Yeah. "I kick me ass with this meeting, that out." I enjoy doing it. And I think that's for me, that's huge. 
[00:59:42] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:59:43] Tom Brook: Because then I enjoy everything else then. 
[00:59:45] Baz Hunter: Of course, you do. Yeah. 
[00:59:46] Tom Brook: Yeah. And then I think when, like me, because I enjoy it so much, it passes itself on everyone else starts enjoying it then because... 
[00:59:56] Baz Hunter: Yeah. And not just to everyone else, but to the dogs as well.
[01:00:13] Tom Brook: Yeah. Absolutely. 
[01:00:12] Baz Hunter: The fact that you love it so much. 
[01:00:16] Tom Brook: Yeah.
[01:00:13] Baz Hunter: They're... you're the perfect partner, aren't you? 
[01:00:07] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. 
[01:00:08] Baz Hunter: To work with...
[01:00:09] Tom Brook: We've got that get on and go attitude. Clever dogs are always up for that. 
[01:00:13] Baz Hunter: Oh, absolutely. Yeah. Dog's never gonna say no to go out for a walk.
[01:00:16] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. And one of our side businesses, the GoldBrook simulator stuff we did, that was again, came off the back of the dogs. And I saw somebody come with their traps and their set up and I was thinking, but actually I could do that and I could include the dogs with it." So that's what I did. It was like, I need to make that happen. 
[01:00:40] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[01:00:41] Tom Brook: How could I make it happen? 
[01:00:54] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[01:00:56] Tom Brook: It was a big investment... And it was the Guns... but again, it, bounced off the dogs and it had that knock-on effect. 
[01:00:48] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[01:00:49] Tom Brook: So that's where I went with it.  
[01:00:50] Baz Hunter: Brilliant stuff. 
[01:00:51] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. 
[01:01:06] Baz Hunter: If you could sit at this table with anybody past or present, I know you'd probably say your dogs...but if you could sit at this table with anybody past or present, who might that be? 
[01:01:21] Tom Brook: It would, yeah, 100% be my granddad. Because when he passed away, I was definitely not... I got into this early 20s, and my granddad passed when I was, like, 17, 18, so he didn't see this side. 
[01:01:38] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
Tom Brook: He didn't know, like you say...Be good. And he was into all this. This was his... 
[01:01:27] Baz Hunter: Did he like his dogs as well, your granddad? Or were he a dog person or... 
[01:01:31] Tom Brook: He weren't to be fair, not much of my family was. 
[01:01:34] Baz Hunter: Yeah. I suppose you weren't, was you... 
[01:01:36] Tom Brook: No... 
[01:01:37] Baz Hunter: What you say? 
[01:01:38] Tom Brook: So, he wasn't really, no. But he was very much...He'd pick up the roads, 'cause on the side of the road, that'd be his dinner. All that sort of stuff. Go out, get us some rabbits...and all that. 
[01:01:49] Baz Hunter: Not wasting that.
[01:01:49] Tom Brook: Yeah, absolutely. If there was any spare veg going, he'd be knocking on next door...
[01:02:04] Baz Hunter: Yeah... 
[01:02:05] Tom Brook: Seeing if they wanted to buy it off him. So yeah, he was very much living off the land. 
[01:01:59] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[01:02:00] Tom Brook: Into all that. He was... Yeah, so it'd be good for him to see. He'd just... 
[01:02:03] Baz Hunter: Yeah, sit at the table and have a conversation over everything what you've done.
[01:02:22] Tom Brook: Yeah. And yeah. 
[01:02:24] Baz Hunter: Yeah. It'd be great to have a chat and see, what you've achieved and...and what you're doing. 
[01:02:27] Tom Brook: Yeah. Absolutely.
[01:02:29] Baz Hunter: I'm sure he'd be very proud of it, yeah. 
[01:02:14] Tom Brook: Yeah. And going that different way to, again, what originally, I was going to be. I was just gonna go down the engineering route... that'd have been it. 
[01:02:39] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[01:02:39] Tom Brook: Instead I've... 
[01:02:25] Baz Hunter: Yeah... 
[01:02:25] Tom Brook: Chose to go a different direction. 
[01:02:27] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Be interesting to have, yeah, had a chat and show him the direction you.
[01:02:44] Tom Brook: Yeah. Oh, yeah... 
[01:02:44] Baz Hunter: I'm sure he'll be very proud of it anyway.
[01:02:46] Tom Brook: Yeah. 
[01:02:47] Baz Hunter: And, listen, it's been great to have a chat. I love dogs and, and I love to see what you do, and I know that, it's a lot of patience. I know you've got the patience of a saint... and everything else, but yeah, I'd encourage everyone to get in touch, to go to the weekend. I might just bounce down...
[01:03:01] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[01:03:01] Tom Brook: Myself and the weekend session and... 
[01:02:55] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[01:02:56] Baz Hunter: To come and see how it all goes. But it's been great to have a chat... 
[01:03:00] Tom Brook: Yeah... 
[01:03:06] Baz Hunter: Tom, and thanks for coming and sharing your story and... 
[01:03:03] Tom Brook: Pleasure... 
[01:03:03] Baz Hunter: We will see you soon. 
[01:03:04] Tom Brook: Yeah. No problem. Thank you very much for having us.
[01:03:07] Baz Hunter: No worries. 
[01:03:07] Tom Brook: Thank you. 
[01:03:10] Baz Hunter: Thanks for listening to At the Table with Baz. If you enjoyed the episode, a like, share or review goes a long way, and I would be extremely grateful. 
You can stay connected with us on social media across all of your favourite platforms, and if you know someone with a story worth sharing, they can get in touch with me directly via the website, atthetablewithbaz.co.uk. I'll see you next time.
