Episode 15 __ Kevin Isaac
[00:00:00] Baz Hunter: Welcome to At the Table with Baz, the show where local stories are served. I'm Baz Hunter, and each episode I sit down with the characters, the grafters, and the hidden gems behind the places we all know and love. 
So, pull up a chair, relax, and join me as we dive into real conversations and the stories that shape our communities. This is At the Table.
[00:00:33.29] Baz Hunter: Hello, and welcome to episode number 15. Today I'm joined by a man who lives on the island of Tenerife, and has done for the last 30-odd years, I think, performing a tribute to the King of Rock and Roll with a comedy twist. So, comedy Elvis, also known as Kevin Isaac. 
It's great to have you with us, mate. How are you doing? 
[00:01:00] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, it's a pleasure to be here. 
[00:01:02] Baz Hunter: So, you are, like, on your UK tour at the minute, so I've managed to nab you, in for a little chat, really. But obviously, I know you from my time living in Tenerife. But you've done it for 30-something years. I'm showing your age now, mate. 
[00:01:20] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. It never was the plan when I went to Tenerife. I actually was a rep when I first went there. But... 
[00:01:27] Baz Hunter: What light on the coaches, isn’t that? doing the... 
[00:01:29] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. 
[00:01:30] Baz Hunter: Yeah, 'Cause back then costs are cut for everything now, aren't they? Now you just have your drive, but back then you used to have the driver and the rep, didn't you? So, did you do a bit of that then on the microphone? 
[00:01:40] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. I worked in Ibiza for two years. 
[00:01:43] Baz Hunter: Before Tenerife? 
[00:01:44] Kevin Isaac: Before Tenerife, yeah.
[00:01:54] Baz Hunter:  Oh, okay.
[00:01:55] Kevin Isaac: So, I actually... And then I also did what was called Young Fun, which was like the '20s of the time. So, at night, you were out doing the excursions with the young people as well. And it was like an 80-hour week sometimes. It was hectic, and Ibiza was crazy, as it still is, but it just changes. But the rep has come back now with Jet2. There's a lot of reps now. 
[00:02:09] Baz Hunter: Yeah... 
[00:02:09] Kevin Isaac: And people want that. 
[00:02:11] Baz Hunter: I think it's good though, isn't it? 'Cause it went through a stage when there weren't many of them, and it would just...
I think you missed that. I always... It used to be a great part of the transfer, didn't it, having the rep on, and then you used to go the next morning, didn't you, and your rep would tell you about all the excursions and stuff. 
[00:02:25] Kevin Isaac: Tell you what's going on... yeah. I don't think people maybe go as much. It just depends. Tenerife's one of them places that people go back time and time again, and they think they always knew it. 
[00:02:34] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:02:35] Kevin Isaac: But other areas, and if you've never been to a place, it's always best. But with the internet and YouTube and it's... 
[00:02:42] Baz Hunter: Technology, innit?
[00:02:43] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, people know, they can research things before they go.
[00:02:47] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:02:48] Kevin Isaac: But yeah. 
[00:02:49] Baz Hunter: But before... So, you moved to Ibiza first then in your what... early 20s, will it have been? 
[00:02:55] Kevin Isaac: No, I'd never been abroad. Although I'm from Scotland, but the first time I went abroad was to England. But I don't think that's classified though. 
[00:03:05] Baz Hunter: So, you're from a place called Elgin in Scotland. That's... 
[00:03:08] Kevin Isaac: Elgin in Morayshire, in the northeast of Scotland. My father worked in distilleries. There's 28 distilleries in Morayshire. 
[00:03:14] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:03:14] Kevin Isaac: And he was an engineer. So yeah, I was from up there. 
[00:03:18] Baz Hunter: Elgin's, like, as far north as you can get or... 
[00:03:20] Kevin Isaac: No, it's... 
[00:03:21] Baz Hunter: Well, it's very north, isn't it? 
[00:03:21] Kevin Isaac: No... It's near enough the Highlands. Inverness is up the Highlands, and then you can go up that road, which is very popular for the 500, and people go up there with their camper vans, and it's just stunning. 
[00:03:36] Baz Hunter: I spent some time...
[00:03:31] Kevin Isaac: There's not many places... 
[00:03:34] Baz Hunter: Up in... we went to Aviemore, which was stunning, last year in a camper van, which we'll get to 'cause we sort of...
[00:03:39] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, I see...
[00:03:39] Baz Hunter: We share a camper van now, don't we? But, yeah, so we were up there and it was fantastic. So, you started off in Scotland, and surely you didn't grow up thinking, "I wanna be a tribute to the King of Rock 'n' Roll. 
[00:03:56] Kevin Isaac: No, not at all. But I always enjoyed entertaining. There was always instruments in my house, so I learned to play guitar, I learned to play the accordion, the mouth organ.
I could play a bit of the keyboards. And I enjoyed entertaining, and my brother, he was rugby, tug of war, so he'd go, "Come on, pick up the guitar," and he used to go and entertain at parties. 
[00:04:15] Baz Hunter: Okay. 
[00:04:15] Kevin Isaac: That's the way I started off. 
[00:04:17] Baz Hunter: So, like, even from your early days then you were doing a bit of entertaining...
[00:04:17] Kevin Isaac: Oh, yeah.
[00:04:18] Baz Hunter: One way or another. 
[00:04:21] Kevin Isaac: And then at 19, I played in a duo, sort of, clubs and pubs and functions and for three years part-time Friday, Saturday, Sunday playing the bass guitar. 
[00:04:33] Baz Hunter: And were you singing as well or...? 
[00:04:34] Kevin Isaac: Not much. He did most of the singing. He didn't think I was a great singer at the time. But some probably say, yeah. 
[00:04:42] Baz Hunter: Some things never change. 
[00:04:42] Baz Hunter: Oh, okay. So that was when you were, like, 19 and that, and you were... This is in Scotland. 
[00:04:47] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. 
[00:04:47] Baz Hunter: And so, what were you doing, work-wise back then? 
[00:04:50] Kevin Isaac: Oh, I went through so many jobs. 'Cause in the end, I didn't know what I wanted to be. That was always the problem, I never really learned a trade, so I decided that I'll just take any job. So, I worked for Clydesdales, which was like a Currys, electrical store. 
[00:05:06] Baz Hunter: Yeah, the electricals. 
[00:05:07] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, I worked for them and the good thing is with that I got some bargains... I bought a TV, 100 euros.The volume didn't work, but 100 euros. Could turn it down. 
At Halfords, I think I worked there for a whole month. I've had a lot of jobs. I went through 13 jobs in a year 'cause I didn't know what I wanted to do, but I always enjoyed entertaining and I did that part-time. 
And then I got a chance to go and abroad as a rep, and my first year was in Costa Brava, actually. And I was an entertainment manager there for Kids Site. So, I used to entertain every night. 
[00:05:47] Baz Hunter: So that's how it all began, really... 
[00:05:48] Kevin Isaac: That's how it all began. 
[00:05:49] Baz Hunter: I suppose you were doing a bit, yeah, in Scotland, but abroad, that's how it all began. Yeah. Costa Brava. 
[00:05:54] Kevin Isaac: But if you look at some of the resorts, in mainland Spain, Balearics, Turkey, Greece, they're all six months, even less than that.
[00:06:04] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:06:05] Kevin Isaac: So, that's where the appeal of going to the Canaria's was all year round. And that's when I ended up in the Canaria. 
[00:06:11] Baz Hunter: Ah, so like Costa Brava, for example, that was seasonal... 
[00:06:14] Kevin Isaac: Seasonal... 
[00:06:14] Baz Hunter: So, you could only do...
[00:06:14] Kevin Isaac: You had to go home... 
[00:06:16] Baz Hunter: You had to go home, yeah. So eventually, instead of doing these seasonal places, you look for somewhere where you can do all year round.
[00:06:22] Kevin Isaac: So, I got a job with Thomson's, ended up working in Ibiza. Did there two summers, and I got Tenerife in the winter, and I thought, "Do you know what? I want to stay here." I actually got a job with 20's, missed my flight. And they sacked me. And then, I thought, "I'm going back to Tenerife," went and bought equipment and went back there. That's why, I ended up there. 
[00:06:47] Baz Hunter: So was your... You weren’t doing Elvis until you got to Tenerife? 
[00:06:53] Kevin Isaac: No, no... Elvis came along. 
[00:06:54] Baz Hunter: Oh, that came along after... 
[00:06:55] Kevin Isaac: Elvis came along. And I only did it once a week. I did lots of different shows. I did used to do Mr. and Mrs., game shows. 
[00:07:04] Baz Hunter: Alright. 
[00:07:05] Kevin Isaac: I used to do a Scottish comedy show in the kilt. I'd dress up and... 
[00:07:10] Baz Hunter: You do like a... You're partial to a kilt, aren't you? 
[00:07:13] Kevin Isaac: I like wearing the kilt. There's nothing more than feeling Scottish. I could wear the kilt every day. I go to the Edinburgh Festival every year. Apart from like, how heavy it is and being a pain in the neck, but I would wear it every day. 
[00:07:28] Baz Hunter: Yeah ... 
[00:07:28] Kevin Isaac: Walking around. 
[00:07:29] Baz Hunter: I wore a kilt to my wedding. 
[00:07:31] Kevin Isaac: Oh. 
[00:07:32] Baz Hunter: So, did my bit. Had all the gear on. 
[00:07:35] Kevin Isaac: When you're married to a Scottish lady, it's only fair...
[00:07:37] Baz Hunter: It's true... 
[00:07:38] Kevin Isaac: That you would do that. I've got three kilts. I wear them. In fact, I wore them one recently for the World Cup games. But less said about that, better. 
[00:07:48] Baz Hunter: Yeah. I was gonna say, you literally had one for each. You didn't need any more than that, did you? You could change them every... 
[00:07:54] Kevin Isaac: Yeah... 
[00:07:55] Baz Hunter: Every game. So, that was got...
[00:07:55] Kevin Isaac: We had one game on at two o'clock in the morning, so I wasn't staying up for that.
I stayed up and watched at home, but I don't think it was worth putting on the kilt just for that. 
[00:08:05] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:08:05] Kevin Isaac: But I... unless you go to a wedding or a proper function, you don't get a chance to wear it. 
[00:08:10] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:08:12] Kevin Isaac: And then they were all wearing them when they went to Boston, and the people in Boston just loved them 'cause it's it's almost like fancy dress. When you dress fancy dress, it almost makes you enjoy yourself. 
[00:08:23] Baz Hunter: Of course, it does. 
[00:08:23] Kevin Isaac: And that's where my act has come out. So, if you're a dressed up act, you're doing a character, so with a character. 
[00:08:31] Baz Hunter: So, it's... Yeah, so you've got the white jumpsuit on and that's the character and you're the man behind it. 
[00:08:43] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. So always been the act. 
[00:08:43] Baz Hunter: Which is quite interesting really how it works, 'cause there's so much you could get into in terms of entertaining, in terms of you could have a bad day, couldn't you? And then you've gotta go on stage and make everybody laugh. Yeah. You know what I mean? There's, must be difficult days to the job. 
[00:08:52] Kevin Isaac: And even though sometimes you don't feel great... I travelled yesterday, and I was 12 hours between traveling the plane and there was a lot of air conditioning and I feel a little bit bunged up today. But... And tonight when I work, I'm not gonna feel 100%.
I know I'm not. But you can get by. It's not always about you when you entertain. It's about other people, so you can get by. 
[00:09:16] Baz Hunter: It's like the non-entertainers, can say, it's alright. He only has to work two hours a day." 
[00:09:23] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. I love it when people say that. I'm going, "Footballers only work 90 minutes there."
[00:09:27] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:09:28] Kevin Isaac: Once a week.  
[00:09:28] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Or twice a week. That's it. Yeah. Not so bad, is it? 
[00:09:30] Kevin Isaac: But yeah... 
[00:09:32] Baz Hunter: I think, what goes into your show, I'm a big fan of your show. We've worked together many times over the years, but you... It's comedy Elvis, but you keep it so current. You work on your show every day, don't you?
[00:09:45] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. There's with humor for a start, there's always something new to learn or to see what's going on in the news. We're talking about getting a new Prime Minister now, haven't you? So, not that people want that political stuff, but there's always something that...
[00:09:56] Baz Hunter: Something to get from any...
[00:09:57] Kevin Isaac: Even if, even I get ...any event ... one line or something that is funny, people do enjoy it. But for me as well, it's the only way I've been able to continue, that I've been able not to get bored with it. 
[00:10:16] Baz Hunter: To adapt. Yeah. I suppose not just for them, but for you, like you said, getting bored with doing the same thing all the time. So, you've gotta mix it up. Yeah. 
[00:10:24] Kevin Isaac: Always. And that's why I do what I do, 'cause if it's not... a lot of people enjoy Elvis and the straight Elvis impersonator. It's popular, but I've always made it so if they want comedy, I'll do more comedy. If they want more Elvis, I'll do more Elvis. So that's... 
[00:10:39] Baz Hunter: Yeah, you can work to the crowd then really. So, when you were doing, your Mr. and Mrs. and you were all these, like, show, game show type stuff, was you working a normal job in Tenerife at the time? 
[00:10:52] Kevin Isaac: No, I was a compere. 
[00:10:53] Baz Hunter: Or was you full-on into...
[00:11:02] Kevin Isaac: I worked as a compere... 
[00:11:02] Baz Hunter: A compere? Okay.
[00:11:04] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. So, I, first worked in a hotel as a sort of they call it an animador.
So, you do a few games during the day and work at night, and that's where I first adapted the Elvis show. And then I would do a different show every night to get the people in. 
[00:11:11] Baz Hunter: And one of them was an Elvis. 
[00:11:12] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. So like...
[00:11:23] Kevin Isaac: One of them was Gary Glizzer. 
[00:11:25] Baz Hunter: So, it's a little...
[00:11:24] Kevin Isaac: So, I'll keep that one quiet ... 
[00:11:26] Baz Hunter: A little bit like a Paul Reno then. So, he does...
[00:11:29] Kevin Isaac: But that... the thing is...
[00:11:30] Baz Hunter: Does, Paul Reno lives... for those that don't know, lives in Portugal. 
[00:11:33] Kevin Isaac: Portugal, yeah.
[00:11:32] Baz Hunter: Albufeira, and he does a Freddie Mercury one night.
[00:11:35] Kevin Isaac: Yeah... 
[00:11:35] Baz Hunter: And he does an Elvis another night. 
[00:11:36] Kevin Isaac: It's marketing. 
[00:11:37] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:11:37] Kevin Isaac: And whatever you do, people want, the acts that do impersonations here, especially in the UK. For instance, you can't go and see Elton John now, can you? 
[00:11:41] Baz Hunter: No. 
[00:11:41] Kevin Isaac: Until he comes out of retirement again. 
[00:11:42] Baz Hunter: Yeah. There's talk that he may. But, I went to one of his last. I went to the farewell tour at Hyde Park, actually. Loved that one, John. But yeah, I see what you mean. If you wanna go see him, you've gotta go see a tribute. 
[00:11:57] Kevin Isaac: And how much do you pay for these big acts now. So, tributes have always been popular. So, when you can't go and see someone, then that's where the marketing comes in, and people go, "Oh, that would be good night." But I try to be original at the same time, and that's where it takes work.
[00:12:15] Baz Hunter: Well, the thing is in an island like Tenerife, you've... There's quite a lot of Elvis tributes, isn't there? Or there always was when I lived there. 
[00:12:22] Kevin Isaac: Always was, yeah. 
[00:12:21] Baz Hunter: There was a good... there was a good couple of Elvises, weren't there? 
[00:12:27] Kevin Isaac: There always has been 'cause, if you statistically look at it, of all the tribute acts there is, Elvis was one iconic. And he's still popular. And there was never a scandal about him, so... 
[00:12:41] Baz Hunter: Yeah, so that helps. 
[00:12:43] Kevin Isaac: That helps a little bit. Yeah. 
[00:12:44] Baz Hunter: You think, don't you to the tributes that did, like Gary Glitter and all that, I mean... 
[00:12:50] Kevin Isaac: They had to stop ... 
[00:12:50] Baz Hunter: Obviously that's it. 
[00:12:51] Kevin Isaac: That was gone.
[00:12:51] Baz Hunter: Finished. That's livelihood gone, yeah? 
[00:12:56] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. If you're, looking at that sort of thing, yeah, just you have to move on. But, trends change, music changes, but one thing that's been constant is people have enjoyed the music of Elvis. But for me, if I can do a little bit more, so if you come and enjoy what I do is you don't have to be an Elvis fan. So, I try and make it for everybody. Yeah... young and old. 
[00:13:22] Baz Hunter: Yeah. But it's... 
[00:13:22] Kevin Isaac: You're never gonna please everybody, are you? 
[00:13:28] Baz Hunter: Of course, you're not. 
[00:13:28] Kevin Isaac: And that's in any job, sort of business that does attractions. 
[00:13:32] Baz Hunter: Yeah. You can win some of them some of the time. But you can't win all of them all of the time. So, there you go. You can have that one. 
[00:13:39] Kevin Isaac: Maybe, stick that on my suit. 
[00:13:42] Baz Hunter: You could stitch it in, couldn't you? Yeah. 
[00:13:45] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, I get called a lot of things. One of them people call me a cheeky bastard. And they go... I think I might maybe put that on my… I'll maybe put that on my poster one day. 
[00:13:56] Baz Hunter: Yeah... 
[00:13:57] Kevin Isaac: But... 
[00:13:58] Baz Hunter: I think that's the name of the game, though. You gotta be a little bit cheeky and bit of mischief. 
[00:14:02] Kevin Isaac: But the thing is with British humour, let's face it, there isn't enough of it now. If you go on television, it's very, very, very blunt. In the comedy scene, in the clubs it's a bit different, but people don't normally go. 
[00:14:15] Baz Hunter: I think people are so frightened now about saying anything, and it's a shame. I think it's a real shame the way that it's gone. But I know obviously in your show you maybe get away with things a little bit more in Tenerife than you would if you were in...
[00:14:30] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, definitely... 
[00:14:30] Baz Hunter: The UK because you can be a little bit more cheeky and you can say these things.
[00:14:35] Kevin Isaac: But it's all up to reading your audience. If I work in a hotel, I would never swear. If you're in a place that you don't wanna make anyone feel uncomfortable.
[00:14:45] Baz Hunter: No, of course not, no. But you sometimes it's you can just give them that little bit so they start to let their hair down and enjoy the rest of the night, can't you? 
[00:14:54] Kevin Isaac: Funny's funny. If people laugh, it's funny. If they don't laugh, it's not funny. It really is that simple 
[00:15:00] Baz Hunter: I think Ricky Gervais, who, I think, and I know you agree with...
[00:15:03] Kevin Isaac: Yeah.
[00:15:05] Baz Hunter: I think is just a genius in comedy. But he, says things along the lines of... he says, "Look, if you've got a problem with what I'm saying, it's your problem. It's a joke," 
[00:15:14] Kevin Isaac: Yeah.
[00:15:13] Baz Hunter: And Roy Chubby Brown, quite famously..."I'm not sexist, I'm not... I'm a jokist. That's it," And... 
[00:15:22] Kevin Isaac: People just get worked up, don't they? They take offense...
[00:15:22] Baz Hunter: I don't...
[00:15:23] Kevin Isaac: At something they shouldn't, they did... 
[00:15:27] Baz Hunter: I don't think... 
[00:15:28] Kevin Isaac: I've had a lot of experiences of that, and you're going, "You're actually taking offense for the people over there, not for what you…" 
[00:15:34] Baz Hunter: Not for yourself.
[00:15:34] Kevin Isaac: And it's what... 
[00:15:35] Baz Hunter: I don't think Will Smith helped the job. 
[00:15:38] Kevin Isaac: But that was a different thing altogether... 
[00:15:40] Baz Hunter: It was, but it was like, don't be touching...
[00:15:44] Kevin Isaac: And then that's almost like a mental health issue when you're going down that line. 
[00:15:47] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:15:48] Kevin Isaac: 'Cause he's had to go away and come back and reassess his life from that... and kinda realizes that. But I get hit twice after that. 
[00:15:57] Baz Hunter: What… quite soon after that? 
[00:15:58] Kevin Isaac: Yeah... 
[00:15:59] Baz Hunter: You actually got hit... 
[00:15:59] Kevin Isaac: I got hit... 
[00:15:52] Baz Hunter: For doing your job. 
[00:16:01] Kevin Isaac: For doing, yeah. Twice that week somebody had... One attacked me. And I looked around, I went, "What's that?" "Oh, it was for something you said last week."
And I couldn't even get a chance 'cause he'd run away. I'm thinking, "What did I say that offended you?" And if I did offend you, I apologize. I'm not there to offend anyone. I'm not there to get anyone annoyed. I'm there to entertain. It really is that simple. 
[00:16:27] Baz Hunter: Just shows you though, something like that though happens, and then all of a sudden after years and years of doing it...after a certain, you get problems twice in a week. 
[00:16:36] Kevin Isaac: I do see myself as like that drunk uncle who upsets people I met. You know what I mean? Oh God, here he goes again. 
[00:16:43] Baz Hunter: Here he is again... Kevin's here. 
[00:16:44] Kevin Isaac: Oh my God. And it's funny 'cause I've got three kids, and two of the youngest ones, they, get it. And they just like either tut or laugh, and it's okay. But that's just what I am. Yeah, just a joker. And I've always been... I bet, what it is sarcasm, and that is not the British way. Sarcasm is such a big thing, a big way of what people do here, 100%. And if you can't... I tell a joke on stage. Some people don't get sarcasm. Some people don't get orgasm. But if you get them both, you're lucky. 
[00:17:20] Baz Hunter: Win, winner, chicken dinner. 
[00:17:22] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, And I have a tip for you, and if you're lucky I'll put the whole thing in. 
[00:17:28] Baz Hunter: I used to like that one, that you used to say, "I've got a tip for you. Never eat yellow snow." Do you remember? Was that you that used to tell that joke? 
[00:17:39] Kevin Isaac: That is so old. I know, it's like a Chinese promenade. No, No, One I used to tell was up Mount Teide gets a lot of snow in the wintertime, and my mate said to me, "I bet you won't eat snow." And I did. It was a piece of piss.
[00:17:54] Baz Hunter: Ah, that's the one. Yeah. 
[00:17:56] Kevin Isaac: That's the one... Yeah... you're looking at. It's one of the... 
[00:17:57] Baz Hunter: That's the professional now. That's the professional telling it and the amateur is just... 
[00:18:01] Kevin Isaac: Just trying to recall it. But that's what I do, and if you can bring it up in the back of your brain. If you look at the old-time comedians who are still going, that's what they do. They've just got an abundance of information in the back of their brain. 
[00:18:15] Baz Hunter: I'm a big fan of Mick Miller. Yeah. 
[00:18:18] Kevin Isaac: Bobby Davro. I met him last year at Edinburgh Festival, and just that's what they are. 
[00:18:23] Baz Hunter: They've got it in the locker, haven't they? Yeah. And is that just, experience? Is that just....
[00:18:28] Kevin Isaac: I'm sure, it's that. 
[00:18:28] Baz Hunter: Doing it for so many years? 
[00:18:26] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, but at the end of the day, obviously it's not just experience. At the end of the day, it's also work... 
[00:18:33] Baz Hunter: Yeah, a lot of work. 
[00:18:34] Kevin Isaac: You must put your work in.
[00:18:35] Baz Hunter:  And timing. Timing's huge, isn't it? 
[00:18:39] Kevin Isaac: But you only get timing if you've got the right people. And people are listening in the right place, but, 100%... But it's a dying art. There's no doubt about it. In years to come, it's gonna be difficult to actually just to stand up and do comedy. I go to see... The Edinburgh Festival's a great place for that, and then what happens is you can go up and see and you can...
Some people are laughing, and you've got no idea why they're laughing. It is strange for the younger generation. 
[00:19:07] Baz Hunter: I suppose people have got different humour, haven't they? 
[00:19:12] Kevin Isaac: And, yeah, I cut the... 
[00:19:13] Baz Hunter: Sense of humour... 
[00:19:14] Kevin Isaac: Anyway, I was there. I went to see all the... And it was in the big theatre, the Edinburgh International, and it was the all the best newcomers.
I went to watch them. None of them were funny. I didn't laugh at any of them. Yeah. And it was the guy who announces on Love Island, an Edinburgh comedian, and he wasn't funny either. 
[00:19:36] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:19:36] Kevin Isaac: And I know, you're a...
[00:19:49] Kevin Isaac: Iain Starling. Anyway, he'd asked my daughter, "Oh, what does your dad do? You're in here." Quite surprised. "Oh, my dad's an Elvis impersonator." He went, "We'll get him up at the end of the show." For a, so for an hour and a half to sit there listening to these comedians that weren't funny, and I was thinking, "He's gonna call me up. What can I do?" 'Cause I'm a costumer... let's face it.
[00:20:07] Baz Hunter: Yeah, you've got your costume on. 
[00:20:06] Kevin Isaac: It's not the same. He got me out on the stage, and I did one routine, and I got all the audience laughing. It was the biggest laugh of the afternoon. Because I'm just... I think they call it old school, let's face it, old school. But old school, you can call it whatever you like. Dad jokes. People love to go, "Oh, that's a dad joke." Ba-boom. 
[00:20:17] Baz Hunter: Yeah, 
[00:20:17] Kevin Isaac: You go, it's either funny or it isn't." And if it doesn't suit you, it doesn't suit you. But... 
[00:20:22] Baz Hunter: I know you're a fan of comedy in general. you, like to go watch comedy. You like to... 
[00:20:28] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, I've seen Jimmy Carr three or four times. I've seen Ricky Gervais quite a bit. 
[00:20:33] Baz Hunter: I think we went to go see Jimmy Carr together once...
[00:20:37] Kevin Isaac: Yeah... 
[00:20:38] Baz Hunter: Didn't we, in Leeds? Yeah. 
[00:20:36] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. Jimmy Carr is a typical smart gentleman, but can tell more crude jokes than Roy Chubby Brown. But he's now known for it, and that's the difference. But if you're going to watch something, you know what you're going to watch, or you should know, so there's no complaints. 
[00:20:55] Baz Hunter: Yeah, if you don't like it, you'll buy a ticket. 
[00:20:55] Kevin Isaac: But it's in the constraint of a theatre show. It's not going across. It's like, why would you watch something on television that you didn't like?
[00:21:04] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Turn the channel over. 
[00:21:06] Kevin Isaac: I just don't get that, but that's what people are like. 
[00:21:11] Baz Hunter: There's no such thing as folk, is there? 
[00:21:13] Kevin Isaac: Unfortunately, people like to complain a little bit.  
[00:21:18] Baz Hunter: So, you were doing this as a compere, but when did you actually go into doing... When did you realize that Elvis was the thing you was gonna go into?
[00:21:27] Kevin Isaac: It's like everything I've done in my life. I get bored. I played in a band for three years and it was now time to move on.
[00:21:37] Baz Hunter: What did you play? 
[00:21:36] Kevin Isaac: I was a rep. I got bored. 
[00:21:35] Baz Hunter: What did you play? Did you play an instrument? 
[00:21:36] Kevin Isaac: So, I played the guitar once a week and doing a show, and my son name's Isaac, so he used to come and sing along with Isaac, and I used to do all the old sort of like rugby songs, getting everybody to sing along.
[00:21:46] Baz Hunter: With Isaac. 
[00:21:47] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. 
[00:21:48] Baz Hunter: Can't imagine those days. I've always known you as Comedy Elvis. 
[00:21:51] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, but no, no... I was... people enjoyed. I used to do three and a half hours, and then you just split up the evening. First hour was singing, the second hour either a quiz or a bingo, and then the third hour was a show, and then you finished off around half an hour with singing.
But nowadays with a karaoke machine, that's all they do. Now, you're basic... with a karaoke machine, you're asking other people who don't know the business to choose the songs. So, it doesn't guarantee a good-night. Whereas if, hopefully if someone is organizing the night... 
[00:22:21] Baz Hunter: Yeah, can read the audience and play the music to build them up for the show.
[00:22:27] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. That's the difference. But anything like karaoke, it should only be a tool for the night. That's why bingo... Is it Bongo Bingo is popular these days? 
[00:22:36] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Huge, yeah. 
[00:22:37] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, because it's not just bingo, is it? They're utilizing that as a tool but it's a bit more... 
[00:22:43] Baz Hunter: Yeah, the value to it... and it's the music and the dancing and the party and gets people in the mood.
[00:22:49] Kevin Isaac: And that's adaptable. Yeah. So, if you can adapt things and just think outside the box a little bit. It's, far better, isn't it? Much more fun. 
[00:22:58] Baz Hunter: Yeah, I suppose so. So, you ended up... And how long have you been doing comedy Elvis for then, like as a... 
[00:23:03] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, I started doing, yeah, '96 was it.
[00:23:06] Baz Hunter: '96. 
[00:23:06] Kevin Isaac: So, I actually worked once a week. 
[00:23:09] Baz Hunter: So, that's been 30 years then. 
[00:23:11] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, it's been 30 years, yeah. 30 years on the circuit in Tenerife. 
[00:23:16] Baz Hunter: That is crazy, innit? 
[00:23:17] Kevin Isaac: That is crazy when I look back on it, 'cause I never, ever did it to... I always wanted a better compere's job, 'cause when you're a compere, you work the same people and you get to know people.
[00:23:26] Baz Hunter: Yeah. And even people like that are on... they go to the same place three times a year and stuff and... 
[00:23:30] Kevin Isaac: And they enjoy it. And then you have, you actually have a personal relationship with them. 
[00:23:46] Baz Hunter: Yeah, and even that...
[00:23:49] Kevin Isaac: You get to know their names, where they're from. I don't necessarily have that the same.
You see the people, you recognize them, but you don't... And it's funny when I come on tour the UK, they turn up and you go, "I know you." I recognize you from... 
[00:23:49] Baz Hunter: Somewhere. 
[00:23:49] Kevin Isaac: But where were we there? Yeah. And it's nice. I am a people person. I do like to chat with people and have the background, 'cause I know my story.
I know everything about me 'cause I've lived with me, but I don't know their story. I don't know where they are and how they are. I do like that. I am a people person. I'm not one of them entertainers who just finish and not want to speak. And unfortunately, at the end of the night it's a bit different, 'cause some people just get drunk and talk dribble and that's when your patient won. 
[00:24:19] Baz Hunter: And that's just the entertainers.
Oh, yeah. But I think like, you... Obviously you've done this show now for 30 years, and you've worked in all various different venues in Tenerife and still do. You have multiple shows and... 
[00:24:34] Kevin Isaac: I reckon I've done between 250 and 300 venues. I've been sacked in a lot of hotels.
Once I got sacked, it wasn't really my fault. There was a woman getting in the lift, big breasts. She said, "Press one." Felt like 10. 
[00:24:51] Baz Hunter: And you got into trouble for it. 
[00:24:53] Kevin Isaac: No, but I, the thing is with some of the places, you understand it's only gonna be a short period of time. But I worked in most places in the last four or five years the same, nothing much has changed. I've been lucky with that. 
[00:25:06] Baz Hunter: So, you do one or two shows a night. Do you get some time off? 
[00:25:10] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. I work two hours a night, really. But yeah, time off is, preparation as well. 
[00:25:17] Baz Hunter: Do you get a day off? Do you have... You always have Fridays, don't you?
[00:25:22] Kevin Isaac: Do you know I take Saturday nights off. 
[00:25:22] Baz Hunter: Saturdays ... 
[00:25:22] Kevin Isaac: And it's a great night to go and see things. 
[00:25:25] Baz Hunter: Yeah. And things going on the island.
[00:25:27] Kevin Isaac: I'm telling you the things that it shows. Two years ago, Ed Sheeran was in Tenerife. It was the only place he ever went to. And we're very lucky. The Pope came this year to Tenerife.
Not that I went to see him. But what I'm saying is like, fiestas, they have a lot of fiestas in Tenerife, romerias and, music festivals. 
[00:25:58] Baz Hunter: Yeah, calendars. 
[00:25:59] Kevin Isaac: And I like that. I like to be entertained as well as being entertained. That's why I go at likes of the Edinburgh Festival, 'cause the Edinburgh Festival's the only festival that's on during the week. All other festivals in the UK tend to be the weekends. 
[00:26:05] Baz Hunter: Yeah.
[00:26:05] Kevin Isaac: And that's when I'm working, so that's the reason for that. But yeah, and I utilize my time. I'm not very good at staying in, but as an entertainer, you can turn your day around. I could actually stay in all day. But I like sports that's... 
[00:26:21] Baz Hunter: Yeah, you like to get up and get out, don't you? And do things. And then you go back and have a little siesta in the afternoon. 
[00:26:27] Kevin Isaac: It just depends. I think if you're finished by 12, you don't need to have a siesta. If you work hard and then you're tired at night, that's the way I see it. But then life changes as you get a bit older. 
[00:26:41] Baz Hunter: Yes. 
[00:26:42] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. 
[00:26:43] Baz Hunter: Life does change. 
[00:26:44] Kevin Isaac: You don't, sleep as much. My kids, they can sleep so much. 12 hours is not abnormal. You just think, "I can't believe you're still in bed and it's 2:00." Yeah. It's just incredible. Really, really, incredible.
And then I suppose you feel a little bit jealous that I wish I could sleep a little bit longer. 
[00:27:01] Baz Hunter: Yeah. It'd be like a bit of a happy medium. You know eight hours would do me lovely. 
[00:27:06] Kevin Isaac: Oh, eight hours.
[00:27:07] Baz Hunter: It'd be like a dream, wouldn't it? 
[00:27:09] Kevin Isaac: Would be bliss. Don't get me wrong, there is things you can do to help, that I don't have a TV in my bedroom, never. So that's one thing. It's cool. I have a cold shower. But, there is things that can help. Stay off the screens and all these things.
[00:27:23] Baz Hunter: Stop scrolling.
[00:27:23] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, but, if you do exercise, then I... But it's not going to bed at night I have a problem with, it's waking up early in the morning, needing to go to the toilet and then thinking... "Oh, the brain's awake. What am I thinking about now?" Yeah. And then you think of 10 things.
[00:27:40] Baz Hunter: And then thinking of jokes and things you can add to your show. And what am I gonna do? I know you're into sports. What, you like to play tennis, you like to... 
[00:27:47] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, I played tennis for 40 years.
[00:27:49] Baz Hunter: Are you into Padel? Are you into Padel as well? Do you know that one?
[00:27:50] Kevin Isaac: I did, I took up Padel. Padel's a great sport 'cause everybody can play it. Tennis is hard. The tennis is a game that not everybody can play, but Padel is a game everybody can play 'cause you can just virtually hit the ball.
It's not... That's a lot easier and that's why it's got more and more popular, and I did play it a lot. See COVID times changed a lot for a lot of people. There was no way... for me, I wasn't working for 15 months. 
[00:28:15] Baz Hunter: Yeah. I remember during COVID and you went into recording these clips, didn't you? These little videos... 
[00:28:23] Kevin Isaac: For years, I've written parody songs. So, I had about 40, and some of them I didn't use in my show. So, basically what I did was a YouTube channel, but I never promoted it. But I just, it was something to do. 
So, I'd go down by my pool, dress up, go and record it in the amateur way, and did it. and it was 110,000 views. And Comedy Elvis Tenerife is my YouTube channel. It's actually got my TV program on it as well. 
[00:28:51] Baz Hunter: Yeah? TV program? 
[00:28:53] Kevin Isaac: I did a TV program with my ex-wife and the kids. 
[00:29:00] Baz Hunter: Oh, great.
[00:28:59] Kevin Isaac: And it was called, "No Place Like Home." 
[00:28:59] Baz Hunter: No Place Like Home, I remember. Yeah. That were a few years ago now, eh?
[00:29:02] Kevin Isaac: That was a few years ago, yeah. But that was basically... Again, it was a big thing, people move abroad and some people, adapt to it and some people miss home. My ex missed home and it was all about that. Some people can adapt for what it was. 
[00:29:20] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:29:21] Kevin Isaac: But things change as well, so it was all about that. 
[00:29:23] Baz Hunter: Life changes, yeah. 
[00:29:24] Kevin Isaac: But especially when you've got kids. And the program, it was, can I say it wasn't really a big budget, so it didn't give me any answers for what I wanted to know. But it was intriguing to say the least, and we had an argument.
And I tell you how long ago it was, when Spain won their very first European Championship, 'cause I was watching it in Sheffield. And I was like... And then I'd been up to Scotland on my own with the cameraman and filming my family while she was left with the kids, and she was livid. She was absolutely livid that I was left, and she thought I was just having a good time.
And then she went to speak to and I went, "Can we wait till after the football? I just... Spain's in the final for the very first time, I just wanna watch it." Oh, she couldn't hold it, and then she had a full-blown argument, and then she was cursing and swearing, so he couldn't use that bit, and then she stick... 
[00:30:21] Baz Hunter: Oh, so it was on the episode. Yeah, I have seen it, but it's been a lot of years since I've watched it. 
[00:30:25] Kevin Isaac: But what happened was she told him to stick his camera up his arse. So, he went away and then come back, and then the bit that she's going at me, she said, "You've had it too good for too long." Referring that I had a job that was easy, And I'm thinking, "What?" It's never been easy 'cause I remember there was one point I was doing 17, 18 shows. Exhausted. But it was for the family. 
At the end of the day, that's what you provide, and we always had good holidays, and we lived in a nice house. But, yeah, that was an intriguing program. No Place Like Home.
[00:31:01] Baz Hunter: Interesting. So, that's on the YouTube channel. Yeah. But I remember the ones, like we mentioned, during COVID, and you were doing these, little clips at the...
[00:31:04] Kevin Isaac: Yeah... 
[00:31:05] Baz Hunter: They're so funny, right? But I remember during COVID, I was like, watching... So, we had this... I was showing me mum and me grandma and grandad had... and I was sending people for a bit of a laugh 'cause me grandma absolutely loved your show when she came to see you in Tenerife. And I'll always remember you'd said, there was a joke and you said, "Where there's a will, I wanna be in it." that was always a cracker, that one.
[00:31:34] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. 
[00:31:34] Baz Hunter: But yeah, good times. Good times. 
[00:31:37] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, I'm terrible for looking back, appreciating what you had and it's a great thing, but I always look forward. I always look forward as opposed to look back for what the times were there because that COVID times were so difficult, and I just wanted to keep busy all the time. I lost 15 kilos in weight just by keeping busy, by doing sports, by just...
[00:32:02] Baz Hunter: I remember you were trying to get hold of a dog at one point, weren't you? Just so you were allowed out. 
[00:32:07] Kevin Isaac: Just so I was allowed out to go and walk.
[00:32:07] Baz Hunter: 'Cause in Tenerife... it was stricter. It was strict everywhere, but Tenerife was really strict, and if you were out on the streets, you used to have a dog with you. So, you were, like, trying....to rally up a dog, weren't you, at one point? 
[00:32:18] Kevin Isaac: Oh. unfortunately, yeah. And it actually changed my opinion, which I've probably changed now, but it made me think I never want to retire. You never want not doing something. 
Now, some people are quite good at doing nothing. I'm not. I'm not very good at chilling, not doing nothing, but I'm quite lucky I've got hobbies. So, if you've got hobbies, therefore you've always something to do.
It's what a hobby is a pastime. Whereas watching TV and going shopping really isn't a hobby, is it? 
[00:32:50] Baz Hunter: It's an interesting way of looking at it because... And it keeps you active, and it... and I know you're always looking to make the most of today and right, what am I gonna...and even on this tour that you're on you've planned things in between all your shows. You've doing a lot of shows this tour. 
[00:33:05] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. 
[00:33:06] Baz Hunter: How many shows have you doing? 
[00:33:07] Kevin Isaac: I've got 26 dates, and it's all through people saying, "Oh, can you come and play in this place?" 
[00:33:13] Baz Hunter: Yeah. But I think that shows, we've been talking about 30 years doing Comedy Elvis in Tenerife and working in all these different venues, but you've built up a big following over that time...
[00:33:24] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. Tenerife gets a million people from Britain a year. It is a lot, people come. And even a small percentage that you see come back time and time again, and I suppose, yeah, and they have seen me. So, I suppose I don't really look at it 'cause I don't, that is just being humble, isn't it?
And go, "Okay, yeah, that's good. I'm pleased, but we'll just take it one at a time, and we'll see how it goes." And a lot of the shows, especially when I go to Scotland, 'cause I'm there for a month this year, and a lot of them are sold out. Now, I don't... In Tenerife you don't pay to come in to watch anything, so it is quite a nice feeling... to feel that you're getting sold out. 
[00:34:07] Baz Hunter: Yeah. But it makes...
[00:34:15] Kevin Isaac: It makes you... 
[00:34:15] Baz Hunter: And these people are paying for tickets to come and see you... 
[00:34:10] Kevin Isaac: It also makes you want to try harder, isn't it? 
[00:34:12] Baz Hunter: I suppose the good thing about that is when they're paying, they're coming to see you. Now, I know they're coming to see you when you're in Tenerife, but you'll have, if it's...
[00:34:27] Kevin Isaac: But, you also...
[00:34:28] Baz Hunter: If you're in the street, it's different, isn't it? 
[00:34:21] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, but you also get people who are not there to see you. They're just there for happen to be in the bar. 
[00:34:26] Baz Hunter: And they're harder to win around, Oh, I think so. 
[00:34:29] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. They're not... if you go a comedy club here in the UK, it'll be a dark room. Nowhere else to look. No TVs on. 
[00:34:37] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:34:38] Kevin Isaac: It's a dark room, the stage is in front of you, the seats are in front of you. Last year, that was one of the things I learned, you know, go in and turn the seats round. Turn the tables, if you... You can turn the tables so, every chair's facing you. 
[00:34:51] Baz Hunter: Yeah, everybody's facing you. Yeah, because you don't want, like I suppose, in Tenerife you can go in and you can have a football on that telly there. And someone's watching the boxing on there. 
[00:35:00] Kevin Isaac: Pool table there.
[00:35:00] Baz Hunter: Pool table. 
[00:35:01] Kevin Isaac: People walking past. 
[00:35:01] Baz Hunter: Punch machine. 
[00:35:03] Kevin Isaac: Oh, yeah. Just, so much going on. And then you just think, "Oh, it's like entertaining a five-hour delay at the airport."
And you go, "My God." And you have to ride these things. You've gotta go, "Okay, and this is the way it is here."
[00:35:19] Baz Hunter: Yeah. And I know that so summertime in Tenerife, is this tend to be, like, the younger people coming out? School or families? 
[00:35:24] Kevin Isaac: Again, the trends have changed. I would never years ago taken August off 'cause it was always a good time.
People coming out, and then they would buy merchandise. The merchandise is really virtually gone. Nobody, has a CD player for instance. 
[00:35:37] Baz Hunter: You used to sell CDs... 
[00:35:38] Kevin Isaac: CDs... 
[00:35:47] Baz Hunter: For your song, your parody songs and...
[00:35:48] Kevin Isaac: DVDs, yeah... 
[00:35:41] Baz Hunter: Videos and that, right? 
[00:35:41] Kevin Isaac: Joke books, used to sell a lot of joke books. 
[00:35:43] Baz Hunter: Joke books, yeah. 
[00:35:44] Kevin Isaac: I'd find joke books for least. But, that's all gone. But what happens now with families, if you watch them out and about in a table from a restaurant, they're not really speaking to each other, unless they'll get strict parents saying, "The phones on down." They're out on a night out and their heads are down. You can't entertain someone on top of their head. 
[00:36:04] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:36:05] Kevin Isaac: It is so difficult. And, with that, I don't want to entertain them anymore. I just... I'd rather not work when there's kids holidays.  
[00:36:14] Baz Hunter: So, it's like a tough time of year for you entertaining. 
[00:36:20] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. 
[00:36:20] Baz Hunter: So, this is why you've chose these months for your tour.
[00:36:20] Kevin Isaac: Why I come back here, yeah. 
[00:36:21] Baz Hunter: And how long have you... This is it, like, your third year? 
[00:36:25] Kevin Isaac: This is like my third year. So, basically COVID came along, I wasn't working, and then I got a chance to work in Corfu for a summer. So, I went in the summer there, but when I come back to Tenerife, I got all my work back.
And you go, "Hold on, I can leave and come back." But it's like any job, you don't want to leave and think, "Will I have work?"
[00:36:43] Baz Hunter: Yeah. What happens if I don't get my job back?
[00:36:44] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. No. So I also worked in Majorca and got all my work back there. So, I got a chance to go away. And then, the following year, I actually took my kids to Vietnam for a month.
[00:36:55] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:36:55] Kevin Isaac: And that was just...
[00:36:56] Baz Hunter: I remember you telling me that...
[00:37:00] Kevin Isaac: That was just the best and I actually thought, my kids are 16, 17, that'll be the last time they'll come away with dad. But no, no, they've still wanted to come away, freebie holiday, which is great. But what I'm saying is, I got a chance to go away, and then I thought a year afterwards, "Let's go and see...contact people." And the first year I got 18, and last year I did 24, 25, and this year even more.  
[00:37:26] Baz Hunter: Which is fantastic, really. And I think it shows about you and about your show and about how valuable it is to a... And I know this from running bars in Tenerife, how valuable your show is to a bar. And the fact that you can go and do a tour for a couple of months, and then go back, and your job, your slot is still there for you which is fantastic. Great for them that they've got you back and you're ready to go again, but also great for you that you get these opportunities to go away. 
[00:37:54] Kevin Isaac: Well, and then at the end of the day, it's a bit like homeless, isn't it? Bums on seats. 
[00:37:58] Baz Hunter: Yeah, absolutely. 
[00:38:00] Kevin Isaac: But you're in the business of making people money. 
[00:38:04] Baz Hunter: Yeah. And filling venues... 
[00:38:04] Kevin Isaac: So as much as you won't go home the greatest entertainer, you're not. 'Cause if you were the greatest entertainer, you'd have been selling records, you'd have been writing your own songs. But on the grand scale of saying you're going into a venue, and you're making them money, and that's where they're going, "Hang on, they're making me money, therefore they're valued." And that's what you want, isn't it? Value... 
[00:38:27] Baz Hunter: Of course, it is, yeah... 
[00:38:27] Kevin Isaac: Coming in. 
[00:38:29] Baz Hunter: So, the last couple of years you've been... Sorry, the first year you came back, you did it, staying in hotels and staying, I suppose in Scotland...
[00:38:47] Kevin Isaac: I had a car and a trailer van... 
[00:38:47] Baz Hunter: You'd been staying with family and things...
[00:38:49] Kevin Isaac: Yeah... 
[00:38:49] Baz Hunter: But... and friends. Yeah. But you were staying in hotels. But then last year you came back, and you were like... 
[00:38:46] Kevin Isaac: When you...Yeah... 
[00:38:47] Baz Hunter: I can't see a way of doing that," when you think about it 
[00:38:48] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. And that's a problem, because I tell you what I was thinking, "Oh, why don't I get a van, a bigger van?" And then I've got a proper camper van. I can sleep in it, and I could cook in it. And I thought, "That's a good idea." So, I got my, my ex-wife's husband went out and found one. Got one. 
[00:39:05] Baz Hunter: Nice. Yeah. 
[00:39:07] Kevin Isaac: Yeah.
[00:39:10] Baz Hunter: Good.
[00:39:11] Baz Hunter: 'Cause, friends with everybody. 
[00:39:09] Baz Hunter: Yeah. And, yeah, civil, friends with everybody. 
[00:39:13] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. So, we got a converted van, Ford Transit. And the stories from this camper van was extraordinary, really, because it was named Dorothy Ann. And somebody, whoever had it called it and put stickers on it, Dorothy Ann. 
[00:39:31] Baz Hunter: Yeah, it says Dorothy Ann on the wheel arch, yeah. 
[00:39:34] Kevin Isaac: And then I ended up, going to Hull, and the guy ran it, Paul Hazel.
[00:39:41] Baz Hunter: So, you were doing the stairs… 
[00:39:42] Kevin Isaac: Came in… 
[00:39:42] Baz Hunter: or Comedy Lounge in Hull... 
[00:39:43] Kevin Isaac: He went, "Is that your van outside?" I went, "Yeah." He says, "You wouldn't believe it was my... would've been my mum's birthday today. Do you know what her name was?"
I went, "No." "Dorothy Ann." And I was gonna take out the stickers, but I felt guilty after. 
[00:39:55] Baz Hunter: You were gonna remove the stickers. 
[00:39:57] Kevin Isaac: And I thought, "Oh my God." 'Cause it isn't very manly having a van called Dorothy Ann. 
[00:40:01] Baz Hunter: No, and the van, it has got the sort of sticker, and like you say, Dorothy Ann... So, you decided to keep them on there, for Paul Hazel, so there you go, Paul...
[00:40:19] Kevin Isaac: Yeah... a little bit of a... but it, did the job last year it did 3,500 miles. When you go on Google, it tells you where you've been. 550 places that I visited last year.
[00:40:23] Baz Hunter: Wow, on your tour? 
[00:40:24] Kevin Isaac: On my... 'Cause what I did was on my tour, you go out, you're traveling, you go, "I'll stop off here, have a look there. Go and go to that market town, see what... Oh, no, it's quite nice. Go for a walk there," and, that's what I did last year. And then when you look at it you go, "Wow, that's a lot." And then the traveling as well. 
[00:40:45] Baz Hunter: But I think your plan, am I not wrong in thinking that your plan was maybe you'll buy this, and then you'll tour in it and then, sorts your, accommodation. I know you'll still have hotel stays and that and then were you gonna sell it afterwards, or was you always gonna have it? 
[00:40:59] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. 
[00:41:02] Baz Hunter: But I think you enjoyed it,... at the end of it, you just didn't wanna part with it, did you? 
[00:41:07] Kevin Isaac: Well, no. I'll be honest with you, it's different. There are different levels of having campervans. There's a campervan, then there's a motor home. 
[00:41:13] Baz Hunter: Yes. 
[00:41:15] Kevin Isaac: So, there's different levels, even with motor homes.
[00:41:17] Baz Hunter: It's not a motor home, is it? It's a campervan. 
[00:41:19] Kevin Isaac: It is a converted campervan. It's like sleeping on your sofa every night. 
[00:41:24] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Nice. 
[00:41:25] Kevin Isaac: 'Cause when you get up, you have obviously got to make your bed, even to move, 'cause I have my equipment in it, and then you get... 
[00:41:31] Baz Hunter: So, it's tight then, yeah. 
[00:41:32] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. It is tight enough, but it's tidy... 
[00:41:34] Baz Hunter: But it's like driving around with a kitchen.
[00:41:35] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. 
[00:41:36] Baz Hunter: Brilliant, really... 
[00:41:37] Kevin Isaac: And a toilet, yeah. It does a purpose. It's a lot better than in a car. 100%. 
[00:41:43] Baz Hunter: Oh, it's fantastic. So afterwards... as you went back, where was your last show of the last one? 
[00:41:48] Kevin Isaac: So, my last show was in Braco. So, then I advertised it on my Comedy Elvis page on social media.
[00:41:55] Baz Hunter: Would anybody interested in a van?
[00:41:56] Kevin Isaac: Any interesting leaving a van. And then you said, "Oh, I'll take a van away." So, I says that would be ideal." So, I went, "Look, why don't you just go halves into it, and then, that way you're not having the commitment." 
[00:42:10] Baz Hunter: So, now we share the van. 
[00:42:12] Kevin Isaac: So, we now share the van.
[00:42:13] Baz Hunter: So, you have it.
[00:42:16] Kevin Isaac: Yeah... 
[00:42:17] Baz Hunter: Which, you have it, July, August...
[00:42:17] Kevin Isaac: Yeah... 
[00:42:17] Baz Hunter: 35 degrees, and then I get it, snow, sleet, hail and... 
[00:42:24] Kevin Isaac: Perfect, isn't it?
[00:42:24] Baz Hunter: Perfect. Absolutely perfect. 
[00:42:26] Kevin Isaac: You've done... no, yeah. 
[00:42:27] Baz Hunter: I don't do so bad 'cause technically I have it a lot more of the year than you do. But we've had some... like Alfie and Lottie absolutely love it. 
[00:42:42] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. 
[00:42:42] Baz Hunter: We have been to Doncaster the park at Doncaster. Sliding door open, lake in front of you, feeding the ducks, playing football... sitting in the camping seat, making a cup of tea. It's fantastic. Yeah. We've taken it for a couple of hours, rather, I've never actually slept in it.
[00:42:54] Kevin Isaac: You can't really do that with a car, can you? 
[00:42:57] Baz Hunter: No, you can't. 
[00:42:57] Kevin Isaac: It's not the same. And it is... And that's why people, that's why they've got usually popular here, because you've got more space to stick here than... And if you can stay the night. But the rules are different to England and Scotland. I got fined last year for staying in England 'cause I was traveling that once and I'm tired.
So, I went in a car park and I didn't realize I had to pay. And they fined me 100. So, you gotta watch the rules. But, basically for me, it was just a stop off, for the night and you sleep in. 
[00:43:26] Baz Hunter: There's quite a good app, actually. So, I have a friend, Richard Kane, who, he doesn't have a converted van. He's got a motor home. 
[00:43:33] Kevin Isaac: A motor home. 
[00:43:34] Baz Hunter: And he was telling me, I'll get the name, but there's an app...
[00:43:39] Kevin Isaac: Yeah... 
[00:43:41] Baz Hunter: And you can... And it's like pubs that allow you to stay. 
[00:43:44] Kevin Isaac: Stay, yeah.
[00:43:45] Baz Hunter: As long as you...
[00:43:47] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, good job... 
[00:43:47] Baz Hunter: Go in and have a beer or a meal and then you just stay in the car park, Yeah. 
[00:43:46] Kevin Isaac: 'Cause last year I never actually once went camping, and I thought, "I have to do that." To go to a campsite, use the facilities, stay the night with fellow campers. 
[00:43:55] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:43:56] Kevin Isaac: I never did that. But... 
[00:43:58] Baz Hunter: And you've got a guitar this year. 
[00:44:09] Kevin Isaac: I have.
[00:44:10] Baz Hunter:  Because I, you know...
[00:44:10] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, me and guitar... 
[00:44:09] Baz Hunter: We've been setting up at the Clock House for your show, which is this evening, but by the time this goes out it'll be two or three weeks ago.
[00:44:20] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. But, so we can just say what a night it was.
[00:44:11] Baz Hunter: Yeah. let's say what an incredible night...
[00:44:24] Kevin Isaac: So funny... 
[00:44:24] Baz Hunter: We had at the Clock House. 
[00:44:28] Kevin Isaac: I know. 
[00:44:28] Baz Hunter: It was one of the funniest nights I've ever had in my life and I wasn't drunk once and I've group of friends coming up from London, so there's 13 friends coming up from London. Then tomorrow I'm in York. You're going to Cleethorpes for a gig tomorrow.
[00:44:50] Kevin Isaac: I'm going to Cleethorpes. So that's...
[00:44:52] Baz Hunter: So, this one were three weeks ago ... 
[00:44:35] Kevin Isaac: I wish I was coming to York. 
[00:44:55] Baz Hunter: Yeah, I love York... 
[00:44:56] Kevin Isaac: I was there last year. I did a show outside. But again, you go, "Do you know what? Let's go to York," so we're in York. To park and ride, fantastic. And then just going around, how beautiful it was, but it is crazy, York, 'cause all the stag and hen parties, wild. It was funny last year, 'cause I was just taking my time the next day, and Paul says, "Are you coming yet?" I went, "The show's at 3:00. I'm plenty of time." He went, "No, the show's at 1:00."
[00:45:03] Baz Hunter: Oh, so you were doing an afternoon show as well? Yeah, yeah. And you were late then.
[00:45:16] Kevin Isaac: I was late. 
[00:45:17] Baz Hunter: You were late for your own gig. 
[00:45:18] Kevin Isaac: I was late. I hate that because you've all the time to get ready, but I just went for a quick swim. Why you digging into my social time? 
[00:45:21] Baz Hunter: Oh, dear.
[00:45:22] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, that was the deal. In York. 
[00:45:24] Baz Hunter: Brilliant. But a lot of planning must have gone into it then. So, because when I've looked at it, I know you've grouped things together. Obviously, this weekend, for example, or this weekend three weeks ago, you're in Gainsborough Friday night, Cleethorpes an hour away. 
[00:45:38] Kevin Isaac: Yeah
[00:45:38] Baz Hunter: On Saturday night, and then just over the Humber Bridge, you're in Hull on Sunday. 
[00:45:42] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. Well... 
[00:45:43] Baz Hunter: Has it managed to work like that the whole...some of my... 
[00:45:44] Kevin Isaac: I've done Hull and I've done here before, and what I do is just hold back. And last year, for, one, power prices have gone up, Tenerife, they're going up 35%. And with that I thought, "Do you know what?" 'Cause people say, "Why are you not coming down south? Why are you not going to South Wales?" I went, "I don't..." And I had enough gigs up this way and in Scotland, I thought... 'Cause I finish off in Liverpool. I thought, "Do you know what? I'll just..." 'Cause people just ask me. I don't have an agent. They just ask me to come. So... 
[00:46:18] Baz Hunter: It's quite incredible that 26 shows from people just asking if you'll come... 
[00:46:28] Kevin Isaac: Asking, yeah... 
[00:46:28] Baz Hunter: Which is brilliant, isn't it? 
[00:46:23] Kevin Isaac: So, I kinda, timed it in. In fact, there was a Saturday night, my very last show in Dalkeith, and I was doing Bolton.
So, I've got Wednesday night... Scarborough, Leeds, and I thought right across, and they went, "Oh, Bolton, we'd quite fancy you there." Anyway, I'll give you good money. I went, "All right." So, I was gonna take that night off, to take a Friday or Saturday night off. And Saturday just to... 'Cause I know how tiring it'll be. Last year was the same. The Monday...
[00:47:02] Baz Hunter: It's all the traveling as well as the shows.
[00:46:53] Kevin Isaac: I was tired. So, I don't want to have that. But then I've got five in a row this year, and I've got... That's the longest one I've got to travel up from is from Bolton up to Dalkeith to Edinburgh. That's a four-hour journey that night.
[00:47:15] Baz Hunter: Yeah. And then, a five...
[00:47:14] Kevin Isaac: It'll be a big-time show... 
[00:47:16] Baz Hunter: Night on the truck. So, what, like how do you... I've got to ask, like in terms of comedy, how do you remember it all? Like, is that just... Because... 
[00:47:19] Kevin Isaac: Association. When I'm writing or putting together stuff, you put stuff together. 'Cause if you tell one joke about something, "Ah, that was a good joke, and he's told me that today. I heard it."
That's one joke, and that's you finished. And that's no point. You've got to do it as a routine. 
[00:47:37] Baz Hunter: So, you associate one joke to the next. 
[00:47:39] Kevin Isaac: It's a wide association., 
[00:47:40] Baz Hunter: And I know your joke can change quite a bit because, for example, you could be in the middle of your show and then somebody could walk.
[00:47:46] Kevin Isaac: But that's ad-libbing. That's separately. 
[00:47:48] Baz Hunter: So that's ad-libbing. Okay. Yeah.  
[00:47:49] Kevin Isaac: But the ad-libbing is, again, experiences when you go, they've said that and then you ad lib that... that's what I like, and that's what I'm maybe quite known for. But you could, you don't always get it right, let's face it.
And if you went back on it, you think, "Maybe I should have said that," or, "Should have done that," or, "Brought them in there," or get up on stage. No, it's... that's when you get constant work. It's like working your brain, you gotta work it, and then you revise it. I use voice messages. That's what I do. 
[00:48:22] Baz Hunter: Oh, okay. Yeah. 
[00:48:23] Kevin Isaac: So, I actually speak to myself. 
[00:48:25] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:48:25] Kevin Isaac: It's actually going through it. You just, you go through the jokes there. 
[00:48:29] Baz Hunter: Yeah. So, you've got...
[00:48:30] Kevin Isaac: I wrote a few for the World Cup there. And a lot of them are from years ago as well. You with me? So, the jokes still work, but even though it's the World Cup… from years ago. 
[00:48:44] Baz Hunter: That's interesting. And how do you keep it? How do you keep the job fresh? 30 years doing it. Is it what you're doing in between? I know you like to travel. 
[00:48:55] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. I've been in two good holidays this year, and it's... And that's... 
[00:49:00] Baz Hunter: I heard... am I right you wrote a little book? Did you write it? 
[00:49:03] Kevin Isaac: I write... many years ago, when I split up from my wife, and I thought, "Do you know what? I tried..." I tried to keep the connection with my daughters so much, even though I lived in Tenerife and they were in England.
So, I try, and I visited them a lot. And I wrote a book called, Being a Dad. And I know a lot of entertainers or even people, let's face it, a lot of it's not unusual, but being a dad is actually how people adapted. And a lot of people, wipe their hands of the kids and don't find them important.
I enjoy the company. I enjoy being with my kids. And that's different, but everybody's different, and it annoyed me a little bit. So, the idea originally was to get their short story, their side of the story, what's happening now. And I was like, "I'll write a joke." Because there was a book I got from my daughter, Being a Shit Dad, and it was a guy who did a...
He did Twitters, and his dad just kept saying funny things all the time. 'Cause what happened, he split up, and he went back to live with his parents, and the book was so funny. Really, good. So, I was readapting that to actually different short stories of people. So, all I did was write my side of my story.
[00:50:24] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:50:25] Kevin Isaac: And then, last year we went to Croatia, and this is typical me. It was the beginning of the season. I says, "Kids, let's..." My daughter wanted to watch the sunset. I made a pasta, took a bottle of wine. We went to this villa. It wasn't up and going yet. We wheeled it down. We watched the sunset. We had this pasta, bottle of wine.
They were 19 and 20 this now. And, then I went, "Oh, I wrote a book once." "What?" So, I started telling them this, and they were, like, quite tearful listening to my side of the story of the events that happened with me. 
[00:50:59] Baz Hunter: Oh, wow. Yeah. I actually remember. I remember... I don't wanna go into personal things and the time when you separated. And I remember right the time, and I think you was working. I used to run a bar called Sky Bar, and I think you was on hours that night. And I remember you came, and obviously we spoke before the show, and then you just went on, and you did your job, and it was just incredible really how you got through it. 
[00:51:26] Kevin Isaac: You switch off from the outside world when you do your job and you have done your... See that's the difference between - Doing entertainment, you should feel it. The arts, you should be a passion for it. But then at the end of the day, any of these actors are doing theatres, they've gotta go through it, whether what's happening at home, what's happening in the world, they're feeling a bit down, show must go on.
And that you do that, that's what you do. So sometimes, I work six nights a week in Tenerife, and there's some nights you just don't feel it. So, if you're a costume artist, you don't, have to feel it. You just do it, and you're finished. 
[00:52:02] Baz Hunter: Especially the nights when you've got two shows and an afternoon gig as well or something- 
[00:52:05] Kevin Isaac: Yeah...
[00:52:04] Baz Hunter: And it's like...
[00:52:05] Kevin Isaac: I mean... 
[00:52:05] Baz Hunter: Three to get through...
[00:52:07] Kevin Isaac: I don't think that's any different to any job, is it? 
[00:52:10] Baz Hunter: No, I don't think so, no. 
[00:52:11] Kevin Isaac: Some people have bad days, something's going on, and you don't want to do it. And then if someone who's got an eight-hour shift, they've gotta go and do it. 
[00:52:18] Baz Hunter: Does it ever bring you round? So, you're having a bit of an off day, and then you go do your show and you come off, and you're feeling, you've had a brilliant show...
[00:52:24] Kevin Isaac: Oh, yeah... 
[00:52:24] Baz Hunter: And you feel good about yourself. 
[00:52:26] Kevin Isaac: Oh, without a doubt, yeah. 
[00:52:27] Baz Hunter: So, it works both ways, yeah. 
[00:52:29] Kevin Isaac: But unfortunately, a lot of people over the years have gone to abuse. And they go and drink. I think if you've got a good show, and it's a bit like going to the gym, it's like an adrenaline rush, isn't it? If you have a good show, why go and have an alcoholic drink when you've had a good show? You've got that rush anyway. 
[00:52:54] Baz Hunter:  Okay. Yeah.
[00:52:55] Kevin Isaac: Why after... you go to gym, you don't go, "I need to go and have eight pints."
[00:52:55] Baz Hunter: Yeah, let's go have eight pints. 
[00:52:55] Kevin Isaac: You just wouldn't do it. So, I've learned a little bit with that. To go and appreciate, "Oh, that was good." 
[00:53:05] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Interesting, that. 
[00:53:09] Kevin Isaac: I've actually got more rules in my life now within myself than I've ever had. Even when I was married, 'cause if you can install these little rules and that habits in your life that you do, get up in the morning, go and have a cold shower, then you've wide awake. Go and make your bed, you've accomplished that. That's that done, and just do all these things. I wear makeup at night, so I don't know. 
[00:53:37] Baz Hunter: Oh. 
[00:53:37] Kevin Isaac: So, when you wear makeup, it's gotta come off, but it's gotta come off with cream, and then you take the other bits off. Unless it's just on your days off. 
[00:53:52] Kevin Isaac: And then ... Moisturize. I don't know how women pop and do it. Must take them so long. It really is. 
[00:53:51] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:53:52] Kevin Isaac: But that's all a routine, and if you enter doing that. 
[00:53:56] Baz Hunter: Having a good routine is important.
Our last guest, Chris, is a Mindset Coach, and he's all about good routine, training, but also about your sleep routine, your rest routine, all these different things. And he actually had a question to ask our next guest.
So, on every show, we ask a question the last guest asked. So, I've got one for you from Chris, the Mindset Coach. I need to try and remember it. It was something along the lines of, if you could change a past habit, so either from your younger self or certainly from pre-COVID... 
[00:54:36] Kevin Isaac: Yeah.
[00:54:37] Baz Hunter: If you could change a habit for the better than what, I think... it was worded something like, than what will make you a better person today by changing one of them habits in the past? What just to chuck you in the spot, what might that be? 
[00:54:52] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. It would've been eating habits. In my 20s, I think I ate everything from a deep-fat fryer.
[00:54:58] Baz Hunter: Alright. Okay. 
[00:54:59] Kevin Isaac: Just easy going me. 
[00:55:00] Baz Hunter: So, get rid of the deep-fat fryer then...
[00:55:01] Kevin Isaac: Throw that deep-fat fryer and go, "Do you know what? This is ridiculous." And eating healthy food doesn't half make you feel better as well. It is... don't get me wrong, it's... 
[00:55:13] Baz Hunter: You like to cook, don't you? I mean... I once came to your apartment and you'd just cooked. And I'm a bit of a... I'm one of them, I like meat in everything.
[00:55:29] Kevin Isaac: Yeah.
[00:55:29] Baz Hunter: That's the butcher in me. But you'd made a really nice, I think it were like a chickpea vegeta…
[00:55:37] Kevin Isaac: Yeah... 
[00:55:38] Baz Hunter: 'Cause you like to eat some vegetarian stuff as well for the flavours of that, don't you?
[00:55:38] Kevin Isaac: Oh.
[00:55:39] Baz Hunter:  And it was a curry, and it were fantastic. I'll always remember. It was really, really nice... a lot of years ago that now. 
[00:55:39] Kevin Isaac: In fact, it was a great quote from you. We went to watch Jimmy Carr, and then we went for a Thai.
[00:55:45] Baz Hunter: In Leeds. We did, yes. 
[00:55:45] Kevin Isaac: Right. 
[00:55:46] Baz Hunter: Yeah, I remember. 
[00:55:46] Kevin Isaac: And your Mrs. is vegetarian. 
[00:55:48] Baz Hunter: At the time, she was. 
[00:55:49] Kevin Isaac: Yeah? 
[00:55:49] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:55:50] Kevin Isaac: And we went, I went, "Do you know what? I don't wanna be too heavy. Let's have the vegetarian Thai meal." And, you said to me, "I never win." Even though I've been with all... I've always had what I want. Yeah.
[00:56:02] Baz Hunter: Laura's not a vegetarian now... but she had been...
[00:56:06] Kevin Isaac: Yeah... 
[00:56:07] Baz Hunter: A sort of at the time. I think we'd been together maybe seven years. And she'd been a vegetarian for every moment of that time. And she'd try to get me to taste...
[00:56:16] Kevin Isaac: Yeah...
[00:56:17] Baz Hunter: This veg... and I were just like, "I'm all right. I'll have a steak, or I'll have pie," or whatever I'm having. And then, gammon, egg, and chips, or whatever. 
And then we went out, and she was, like, fuming when I got home 'cause we'd had this vegetarian platter for two.
[00:56:36] Kevin Isaac: Yeah... 
[00:56:39] Baz Hunter: Hadn't we? You know what I mean? And it was lovely. Yeah, I did enjoy it. 
[00:56:40] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. No, if you can vary your food, I bet... I've got, again, like I've got a theory of this.
So, when I'm at home, I don't generally have chips. I tend to have a balanced, healthy food. But when you go out and order your own food, what do you have? What you want. So, what you want is always the healthiest option. Yeah? So, when you eat out is, that is when you choose to eat out and, treat yourself.
[00:57:01] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:57:02] Kevin Isaac: But are you're not always treating your body the right way. So, when I eat at home, I do tend to eat more healthy. 
[00:57:09] Baz Hunter: All right. 
[00:57:10] Kevin Isaac: That's... 
[00:57:10] Baz Hunter: Interesting. 
[00:57:10] Kevin Isaac: That's the way I would, again, and so this discipline I have at home. 
[00:57:16] Baz Hunter: I've been through, Chris's question... But I need to ask you a question to ask our next guest.
[00:57:21] Kevin Isaac: Okay. 
[00:57:23] Baz Hunter: Sorry to put you on the spot again, but any, what do you reckon? Have you, anything I can pass on? 
[00:57:29] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, if you had a choice between winning the lottery or not being married... which car would you buy?
[00:57:44] Baz Hunter: I should've known there'd have been a gag coming there. 
[00:57:48] Kevin Isaac: Again, there's a lot of things you could ask someone and hypothetical questions. But at the end of the day, you have a choice to whether you want to put things in practice. There's a lot of people do these things all the time. 
And for me, at the end of the day, you live your life what the way you want to do it. And then you change, try and change your mindset. Because my job as an entertainer, you've got to change your mindset every night. You've got to go, "Hold on. You're there." You've got to be Mr. Happy. It's not like a lots of other jobs where you can just plod along the day. You've got to be able to change your mindset. 
[00:58:31] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:58:30] Kevin Isaac: I know myself. I wake up negative sometimes, and it is actually a subconscious thing that you self-speak and you're being negative. 
[00:58:40] Baz Hunter: Yeah. I think it can...
[00:58:40] Kevin Isaac: But that's not... 
[00:58:38] Baz Hunter: Quite tough on a comedian because people just expect you to be funny. So, you'd be walking down the street, "Kevin, tell us a joke."
[00:58:49] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. 
[00:58:54] Baz Hunter: And that's the thing. So, it's quite, yeah, when you're expected of it all the time as well.
[00:58:54] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, but at the same time, I quite like having fun anyway, it’s not you just wanna have fun because when you're on stage.
You still wanna have fun wherever you are. But what I'm talking about is beginning at that first day, you want to be positive in life. I always want to be positive, but it is actually a natural thing to be a negative thinking. And then you've just said it a few times there how lucky I am to have what I have, and what I have to look forward to.
[00:59:22] Baz Hunter: What you have on your doorstep, the view, the weather. 
[00:59:25] Kevin Isaac: Yep. 
[00:59:26] Baz Hunter: The... 
[00:59:28] Kevin Isaac: And my family is well and health. I've had a few health issues, but you get through them. You work hard and you drink water. It's great. I love drinking water. 
[00:59:38] Baz Hunter: Yeah. there you go... The best of the best.
So, have I got a serious question, I should ask our next guest or am I asking them the...
[00:59:52] Kevin Isaac: A serious question... 
[00:59:52] Baz Hunter: Not a serious question, but...
[00:59:55] Kevin Isaac: Yeah... 
[00:59:57] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Do I ask them the gag, or do I... 
[00:59:54] Kevin Isaac: For the next question? 
[00:59:55] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:59:56] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. That gag is also, if you did win the lottery, it is such a big thing.
[01:00:07] Baz Hunter: Oh, fantastic. Isn't it? 
[01:00:09] Kevin Isaac: If you actually came into money, how would it change you? 
[01:00:07] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[01:00:08] Kevin Isaac: It is such a big thing, if you actually... 'Cause money...
[01:00:16] Baz Hunter: Be nice... 
[01:00:18] Kevin Isaac: Can change people 
[01:00:21] Kevin Isaac: What would you choose to do with it? Would you put it to one side, or would you go, "Do you know what? I now deserve to do...
[01:00:28] Baz Hunter: Spend it.
[01:00:29] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. And would you choose to share that with your family, share it with the loved ones, or would you just be selfish? That selfish thing's quite a big thing. I had three kids to look afterwards, and then all of a sudden, they grew up and it's just you and you're looking after yourself.
What do you choose to do? And then that's quite a difficult thing to be able to switch off... to go, "Oh no, I can treat myself now." I do treat myself. I have a massage every week. if I want to get clothes, I go and get it. It's not as if... But I'm not a very... I could be more... 
[01:00:57] Baz Hunter: Yeah.
[01:00:57] Kevin Isaac: Could be more, huh? 
[01:00:59] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[01:00:59] Kevin Isaac: Still very Scottish when it comes to money. 
[01:01:02] Baz Hunter: Yeah. You can take the man out of Scotland. 
[01:01:05] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, a little bit, but... 
[01:01:06] Baz Hunter: Yeah. I've got a question to ask you. So, if you could sit at this table and have a conversation with anybody so past or present, and it could be more than one person, but is there anybody that you would choose?
[01:01:20] Kevin Isaac: I remember doing an interview…Oh, God, it must be 25 years ago, and it was printed of the three heroes that I had. One was John Travolta 'cause I loved his films at the time. Think that's changed a little bit. Alex Ferguson, 'cause I was an Aberdeen fan, and what he did at Man United was incredible. The thing is, when you... That is your life, isn't it? When you talk about football and the games you've watched, you could sit and chat about these games for years. 
And obviously, I was a big Billy Connolly fan, and that guy could tell you story after story, after...You forget some people in life have got... what one year of their life is, like, the whole of your lifetime.
[01:02:07] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Incredible. 
[01:02:08] Kevin Isaac: Some people are lucky. Because the, okay, yeah,
When you get to that sort of, stardom, it's a bit different, and the money. But that doesn't mean to say you can't do it. You can't go, "Oh, I'm going away." you go away weekends, and it's nice, you can't actually choose to have lots of stories in your life, and I love stories. And if people don't have a story to tell, they need to have a look at themselves.
[01:02:31] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Be a good dinner party then with you four at the table. We'd supply the meat from The Meatery, a nice roast, beef or something. And, yeah, it'd be a good little dinner party, that would. 
[01:02:43] Kevin Isaac: Yeah, it'd be amazing. 
[01:02:44] Baz Hunter: Some good conversations. 
[01:02:45] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. 
[01:02:47] Baz Hunter: We're gonna have to finish with probably a joke to finish.
But just to wrap things up, it's been brilliant to have a chat really, and I'm looking forward to watching the show again, 'cause it's been a little while since, I've seen it. But I have seen your show many times, but it's always different, isn't it? It depends, you work to the audience, and it's different depending on who's in. And you do a bit of Donald Trump, don't you, in the... 
[01:03:19] Kevin Isaac: Ah, Donald Trump. He's very popular these days, although some people don't like him, Donald. 
[01:03:19] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[01:03:20] Kevin Isaac: Unfortunately... I look a bit like Donald Trump. I was in Miami eight, nine years ago before he came into power for the first time, and people were going, "Your friend, he looks like Donald Trump." And then I was out from there on once... 
[01:03:33] Baz Hunter: But I suppose… and that's how you finish, don't you? 'Cause you take the costume off and you end up doing this Donald Trump thing. And it's fantastic because you do, and you've got his mannerisms and his, and you do all this, and it's...
[01:03:45] Kevin Isaac: Yeah.
[01:03:48] Baz Hunter: It's brilliant really. 
[01:03:47] Kevin Isaac: I've got him in the suitcase. He'll be coming out the end of the show. 
[01:03:50] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[01:03:50] Kevin Isaac: And it's a lovely surprise for when you're dressed as Elvis, and then you turn and you do an impersonation of that. People do enjoy it. And then I've written, a...
[01:04:05] Baz Hunter: Material around it.
[01:04:07] Kevin Isaac: Actual material for that. And then I finish off with YMCA, and then you do the Donald Trump, the dance. 
[01:04:08] Baz Hunter: Yes. Yeah, of course you do. You've gotta do, aren't you? That's just. 
[01:04:13] Kevin Isaac: It's funny. Again, it's just funny. People relate to it. 
[01:04:19] Baz Hunter: Of course, they do. 
[01:04:19] Kevin Isaac: Whether you like him or whether you don't, it's... Impersonations have always been quite popular. That's the end of the day, people relate to it. It's funny, but you gotta utilize what you have and what you don't have. 
[01:04:29] Baz Hunter: You have. You've gotta... If you've got it, flaunt it and away you go. 
So, look, it's been great to chat, Kevin, and I hope you have a very successful UK tour and maybe one or two will be over to see you in Tenerife when you are back home.
[01:04:45] Kevin Isaac: It's always nice to meet people and who's seen you or have a story to tell you. I do like it, That's one thing. 'Cause you know your own story, but you don't know everybody else's, so it's... I do like it. 
[01:04:58] Baz Hunter: And look after the Dorothy Ann, please. 
[01:05:06] Kevin Isaac: Yes.
[01:05:06] Baz Hunter: And return her in one piece, ready for the winter, ready for the winter.
[01:05:07] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. 
[01:05:07] Baz Hunter: And, yeah, good stuff. Been great chatting, Kev. 
[01:05:10] Kevin Isaac: Thank you. 
[01:05:10] Baz Hunter: Thank you. Anything you'd like to finish with? 
[01:05:13] Kevin Isaac: Yeah. I hope Dorothy Ann keeps me well, 'cause last year, I never told you about Dorothy Ann. The AA, don't get me started.
[01:05:27] Baz Hunter: We'll end on that one. Kev, nice to talk to you. Thanks for coming. 
[01:05:31] Kevin Isaac: Thank you.
[01:05:33] Baz Hunter: Thanks for listening to At the Table with Baz. If you enjoyed the episode, a like, share or review goes a long way, and I would be extremely grateful. 
You can stay connected with us on social media across all of your favourite platforms, and if you know someone with a story worth sharing, they can get in touch with me directly via the website, atthetablewithbaz.co.uk. I'll see you next time.
