Episode 18 __ Darron Childs Part 2
[00:00:00] Baz Hunter: Welcome to At the Table with Baz, the show where local stories are served. I'm Baz Hunter, and each episode I sit down with the characters, the grafters, and the hidden gems behind the places we all know and love. 
So, pull up a chair, relax, and join me as we dive into real conversations and the stories that shape our communities. This is At the Table.
[00:00:32] Baz Hunter: Hello, and welcome to episode number 18. It feels like two minutes, doesn't it, Darren, since we were here last? Part number two, with Darren Childs. it's fantastic to have you here with us again. 
[00:00:48] Darron Childs: My pleasure. 
[00:00:49] Baz Hunter: It was really fascinating and interesting to hear about where your life's taken you, but some things that really touch base, such as time. Time is everywhere, isn't it? Memories, and how are we remembering these memories, and everything else. And I'm sure it'll touch so many people in so many different ways, because it's things that's right in front of our faces that we don't always maybe appreciate, that we don't always see.
And that's what I took from our part number one, a couple of weeks ago. But we did, mention that we may go on a little tour from our armchair, and have a little wander about town, Gainsborough town, of course, and some of the history in it. And I thought, for people that don't know, the studio is in a room in the back of The Clock House, our restaurant.
And this hasn't always been a restaurant, has it, Darren? So, I thought we may as well start here, eh? 
[00:01:55] Darron Childs: Yeah. It's an interesting history, as you step up those three or four steps up to The Clock House and what was here before. 
Those, who are probably beyond their teen years now into their late 20s, early 30s, will probably remember the R Bar and that was, an establishment that sort of took over and was a kind of, cafe bar for a number of… 
[00:02:27] Baz Hunter: Pool table at the back, wasn't there, and all that. 
[00:02:30] Darron Childs: That's right. And, now, just doing this from my memory, so we're talking about memories, I can actually remember when I came to this building and walked up those same steps, and it was what they called the Rechabites office.
[00:02:46] Baz Hunter: The Rechabites office. We did an episode, a few episodes ago, and we spoke about the Rechabites and I couldn't for the life of me understand what it was. It was with Margaret Pocklington. 
[00:03:01] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:03:02] Baz Hunter: And we spoke about this. So, what would that have been then? 
[00:03:06] Darron Childs: So the Rechabites goes back to the Victorian period where what we've gotta do is we've gotta remember a world of no social security, no NHS, no welfare state, that lots of, ordinary people would often pay pennies into a club. A club or a society. 
Now, these were often referred to as friendly societies. Some, had different aims There are a few still surviving today. So, I know I've often seen the name Oddfellows. That's still one that survives, and there are a few others. 
So, they usually have a common objective, and the Rechabites was such a society that would provide really today what we would call basic welfare benefits if you paid in.
But they had a condition, and that was that you abstain from alcohol. You were a teetotaller. 
[00:04:04] Baz Hunter: Right. So, this was an alcohol-free building then, teetotal. And here we are with a fine array of beers, wines, and spirits on the menu. Wow, that just shows you. That's interesting, isn't it?
[00:04:18] Darron Childs: So, the ghosts of the Rechabites, if they do walk these… 
[00:04:22] Baz Hunter: Yeah ... 
[00:04:23] Darron Childs: These halls here, they'd probably be slightly shocked. 
[00:04:26] Baz Hunter: Yeah, definitely. 
[00:04:27] Darron Childs: At your fine display of, drinks. 
[00:04:29] Baz Hunter: What's going on here. A few spirits on the bar, I'm sure that, they'd have something to say about that.
Spirits in both senses of the word. That always fascinates me as well, but about all these places, we'll probably be going around to the Old Hall soon on our tour. And I was speaking to the lady a few weeks ago, the manageress, of the Old Hall, and I says, "You must have seen some sightings in here."
And we had a lady that owns the spiritual centre was on an earlier episode of the podcast, and, she does seances and things in the, extras, the Black Bull... whatever it's called, on the corner. I'm sure there's something on that. 
Down in the old cellar. 
[00:05:15] Darron Childs: Yes.
[00:05:15] Baz Hunter: That, and it's like, oh, it's, yeah, crazy. 
[00:05:18] Darron Childs: Yeah. So, there is a connection with this teetotal movement to Gainsborough as a place, and the chap I'm gonna bring back to life now, he actually came here as a young clergyman in the 1890s. So, we're going back, what, 130 years ago, to the 1890s.
He previously had a role over at Grimsby and then at Barton-on-Humber, and eventually this role became available, and it was the vicar of the All Saints Parish Church. 
[00:05:54] Baz Hunter: Okay. 
[00:05:54] Darron Childs: Now, the vicar of the All Saints Parish Church was an important, appointment because it came with an old historical act of Parliament that instantly made you a canon of the Church of England.
So, it was like a kind of promotion. And he was quite a young man when he came here. His name was Charles Moore. And when Charles Moore came here, he was on a mission. He wanted to do a lot of good in the town. He wanted to make a name for himself. He quickly immersed himself in all the... You can imagine the garden parties of the great and the good, the openings, the great works of industry like Marshalls.
He got to know the leading townsmen of his day, Sir Hickman Bacon, up at Thonock Hall. Yet there was another side to the town, not just that forward-looking side of industry and what was happening. 
There was the, great wave of poverty that existed, particularly in the small yards and alleyways that existed behind the buildings, particularly from Bridge Street and Charles Moore became very concerned that a lot of the working people would spend their spare hours and their spare money in the pubs. 
[00:07:26] Baz Hunter: Okay. 
[00:07:26] Darron Childs: And there were historical reasons why there were so many pubs in the town, Gainsborough being a port.
[00:07:32] Baz Hunter: Ah, right, okay. 'Cause there was a lot of pubs in the town, wasn't there? 
[00:07:36] Darron Childs: There was a lot of pubs. 
[00:07:37] Baz Hunter: I've gotta mention it because Richard Kane has told me I have to mention it. 
[00:07:42] Darron Childs: Yes. 
[00:07:43] Baz Hunter: But yeah, there was a lot of pubs in, Gainsborough. 
[00:07:46] Darron Childs: Yes, there was. And the actual number is always being recalculated and re-totted up. One of the main obstacles to get the accurate figure is that many of the pubs changed their names. 
[00:08:00] Baz Hunter: Yes, of course.
[00:08:00] Darron Childs: So, somebody will put a pub's name down, and it actually became another pub years later. So, one that will be within living memory is The Lord's Pub was never The Lord's Pub, but yet it was The Lord's Pub.
You look at the sign that was once there. It had a picture as, with a man with a top hat on, but if you look at the stained-glass window above the door, it's the tiger. 
So, the tiger's the original name, and there's been many different variations throughout the years of that and other pubs. 
What The Delvers did do is they put a Delvers blue plaque outside The Sweyn Forkbeard Wetherspoons pub that says down Bridge Street alone, there were over 20, hostelries, pubs that you could go in. Now that's just one street. 
[00:08:50] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:08:51] Darron Childs: And what you have to imagine is, a lot of river traffic coming, people straight off the boats, what are they looking to do? They're looking to… 
[00:08:59] Baz Hunter: Have a pint... 
[00:09:00] Darron Childs: And have some entertainment and all the rest of it. So, yeah, this was a particularly, focal point for this young clergyman, and he got tied up in wanting to promote people to spend their time more productively.
And it was through him and a conversation with the Marshall's family, of which Marshall's Yard is obviously named after, that he opened up that building down Church Street, which is called the Fanny Marshall's Memorial Institute, is where men could go teetotal. They could put their time to better use, often, with newspapers, reading, and physical exercise.
And I always think it was like a very early self-help venture of its day. 
[00:09:53] Baz Hunter: Yeah, I suppose it is. 
[00:09:53] Darron Childs: He was trying to do something that was saying, "Look, we don't want all the problems that come with people getting drunk." This is one of the solutions. But yeah, a very different age, a very different time. And Charles Moore was a favourite of mine and he was here for more or less just under 10 years. 
[00:10:23] Baz Hunter: Interesting. Very interesting. How you remember all these names as well is just fantastic. So, we've come out of The Clock House, and, if we head up... just next door, I've gotta mention the Stallard Kane building, because I am of the understanding that once upon a time, that was like a cattle market or animal, live animals? Something to do with that. Is that right? 
[00:10:57] Darron Childs: Yeah. So, what we've got to realize is that Most of the areas that we perhaps go for a journey on, this armchair journey, have had several iterations of changes.
And it's almost as though, if we could do with one of those 3D models where buildings are there, then they come down, and then the land is empty, then it builds up, and then it's gone empty again. 
So, it's never one continual piece of history. It's always changing, always altering. But the land from the Old Hall right up to the corner of Lord Street was once one great big open area.
[00:11:38] Baz Hunter: Okay. 
[00:11:38] Darron Childs: A huge area that encompassed all around the building of the Old Hall. And what we have to remember is that the streets around the Old Hall, particularly places like Parnell Street, Gladstone Street, were much later additions. They were Victorian add-ons. So the Old Hall stood quite in its own space. And it stood like that for a very, many years. 
[00:12:12] Baz Hunter: What year was it built? When was it built? 
[00:12:15] Darron Childs: So, if we go back to the building of the Old Hall, we're looking in the mid to late 1400s. 
[00:12:24] Baz Hunter: 1400s. 
[00:12:24] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:12:25] Baz Hunter: Okay. 
[00:12:25] Darron Childs: And the piece of land that you're talking about today, we have the Stallard Kane building on it and the library next door.
[00:12:35] Baz Hunter: Yes. 
[00:12:36] Darron Childs: That plot of land was effectively known as Mart Yard. So, you are correct, Baz. It was a particular, plot of land that was used, for... I remember it as a kid, my mum taking me up there, and I've talked to Richard and other people. There were rows of rabbits there. There was all sorts. 
[00:13:00] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Richard was saying about the rabbits and stuff.
[00:13:03] Darron Childs: I mean you don't forget those memories, again, of, all the noise and atmosphere, one or two characters, buying things for 30 bob or whatever it was at the time. And there was a lot of hustle and bustle. 
[00:13:17] Baz Hunter: That's a nice way of mentioning it because when you talk about, you can eat the lemon sherbet and it might remind you of those childhood memories, but that, the hustle and bustle, and them selling the rabbits, and the noise, and the animals, and yeah, really interesting.
[00:13:32] Darron Childs: Yeah. The Mart Yard existed, for many years, and it was a kind of ramshackle set of buildings really. On the opposite side is a real contrast because there was a very splendid kind of Edwardian building that was put up, just celebrated its 100th anniversary, which is our public library. And that was made possible through the financial assistance of Andrew Carnegie. 
So, Carnegie was the richest man in the world. He was the Elon Musk of his generation. And when he died, he left, a huge trust fund, and a lot of the wealth it accumulated was to be distributed to organizations that would, give people knowledge and empower them and educate them.
[00:14:28] Darron Childs: We're talking about a time when education had only been compulsory for about 30 years. 
[00:14:35] Baz Hunter: Okay. 
[00:14:35] Darron Childs: So, a very contrast of buildings, the later or newer public library and then the Mart Yard. And so that area, that historic area, really important place for the town because it was once the garden for the Old Hall.
And when it was the garden for the Old Hall, or the garth, there's a word, the Garth.
[00:15:04] Baz Hunter: Yeah 
[00:15:04] Darron Childs: But we still have that word, the Garth. If we go back into the Victorian period, often traveling circuses and entertainers would come and pitch up on that area, always outside the old hall, and there'd be the usual things, sort of curiosities, that would arrive, and shows and, all sorts of…a mixture between a circus and a fair, really. 
[00:15:32] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:15:33] Darron Childs: And we got many curious stories. Once there was a lion escaped from the compound outside the old hall, and it ran into one of the pubs on Lord Street, but you know the pub it ran into was The Tiger. So, we have the.
[00:15:48] Baz Hunter: Of course, it was. 
[00:15:49] Darron Childs: Yeah. So, we had the very curious episode of the lion inside The Tiger before it was captured and taken back. Yeah, those days, almost now, we can't touch them. They're in behind that haze, but there's one or two first-hand accounts that was written about them, which I often revisit, and with some of the real, curious names of things that came to the town, and there were some stars that came to the town, traveling people, that would be here for a day or so and then move on.
I found out a couple of years ago that there was a character that came to Gainsborough called The Great Belzoni. And he was an Italian giant that came to the UK but proved a massive hit in Covent Garden in London. But he came to Gainsborough for a couple of days. It was on his route.
[00:16:45] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:16:45] Darron Childs: And the account that was written is that he popped in for tea for somebody just off the market square and was introduced to this giant of a man from an exotic place in Europe. 
[00:16:56] Baz Hunter: Wow. You couldn't write it, could you? But obviously you could. 
Now, on the side of the Stallard Kane building, we've got a blue plaque, referring to the Old Hall, so I thought that maybe could be next on our journey.
[00:17:13] Darron Childs: Yes, we have, and that was one of the later plaques, so considering that the shadow of that ghost of Forkbeard has been with me for over 35 years. We did think a number of years ago it would be great to really put a marker down to what does that mean. 
Now, what you have to appreciate with a blue plaque, I think you only have about 20 words to put on the thing.
[00:17:39] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:17:39] Darron Childs: So, you can't tell the story. You can record one or two things on there and perhaps get a feel for what we're talking about. So, what I had in mind for this is that we wanted to record that there was a Danish king who died in Gainsborough, and he was King of England for 40 days or thereabouts.
He had been crowned King of England on Christmas Day, and he died on Candlemas Day. And for those that don't know Candlemas Day, in the old English, Christmas actually ran from Christmas Day to Candlemas. That was the festival. 
[00:18:21] Baz Hunter: Okay. 
[00:18:22] Darron Childs: So, it's an old festival, and it's on February the 2nd, February the 3rd is the end of it. 
So, it's tied up with the religious feasts of this day, and Sweyn Forkbeard died on the site that existed before the Old Hall. Remember the Old Hall only from the 1400s? We've gotta go back another 400 years before that. 
So, whilst Sweyn Forkbeard was here, he was the King of England. He had his son here, Cnut, and he also had Cnut's wife here as well. So, this was part of my thesis of writing about Sweyn Forkbeard, that in those days there was no fixed capital. London was a place on a map. It wasn't as we would imagine today. You could argue Winchester was bigger. Winchester was a historic, centre of Anglo-Saxon operations, and there were others, too.
I was recently over in Tamworth. Now that badges itself as capital of Mercia. Mercia was a kingdom before England existed. And Gainsborough was part of Mercia. 
So, I thought that was interesting, and in the articles I've been writing for Gainsborough Life, that is going to be featured in the next couple of months in the fact that, when I was standing on a bridge in Tamworth, my thoughts and memories went back to another place on a river which actually for 40 days was a spiritual capital for Sweyn Forkbeard.
[00:20:08] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:20:09] Darron Childs: Both have a connection. So, if we can get into our minds that, things were so different, we're not talking about institutions and buildings and things like that in the sense of a capital. We're talking it more, in, in such terms of a centre of gravity where the power of the king rests. Then, we have Sweyn Forkbeard, who was king with the power resting, and for 40 days, this was the place that was his capital.
[00:20:41] Baz Hunter: And it always leads us back, doesn't it? It's really interesting how, think like you were saying Mercia and you're in Tamworth, and how all these things are connected. It's really interesting. It intrigues me. Yeah, it really does. And, yeah, very interesting stuff. I was lucky enough to have read one of your articles on this recently and really, interesting to read.
[00:21:06] Darron Childs: Thanks. Yeah. 
[00:21:08] Baz Hunter: Where shall we go to next on our, on our tour? We'll keep heading up. I do need to mention something. Something much, much newer of course, the Travelodge, the site where the Travelodge is. 
But I am of the understanding that something was buried in the site. Is that right?
[00:21:30] Darron Childs: That's right, yes. That's what they call a topping out ceremony when a building is completed. That was a learning curve that I went on, and it's traditional to, often do a time capsule. So, there's been many of these over the years. I know that, my mother was involved with the time capsule for the… we often refer to it as the Trumpton clock near the bus station. And Prince Charles came to open that. 
I believe that was in the '90s. It was right at the end, 'cause it was the millennium clock. And then The Delvers actually placed something in the time capsule there. I got a phone call to say would we be involved with the time capsule, for the site of the Old Sun Hotel, and we were pleased to get involved.
And I was there on the day that the casket was dropped into the earth. There were children that, led the kind of ceremony that we had. And, if in the next few hundred years somebody digs down there, they'll probably come across some of the information that we've put together over the years there.
So that's underneath that area behind the back of the former Sun Hotel. 
[00:22:52] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Wow. So, you've put bits of history in there then I suppose, yeah, things that... It'd be interesting, wouldn't it? If one day, a few hundred years from now when all, we're all long forgotten and someone just happens to be digging up the site where the Travelodge is, and in the foundations underneath or whatever, there's a casket of memories.
[00:23:17] Darron Childs: That's right, yeah. And I think that, some of these things what we're talking about is that, we've got back to the written history, the documents, the records, all this sort of stuff, which is, great, but perhaps we move back onto the memories of stuff. Because, I think that there's that side of history that is always waiting to be peeled back in layers.
[00:23:46] Darron Childs: And I just had a fascinating piece of, work that I'm working on which it's very difficult to explain the location, but I'll have a go. If we were to walk down Church Street, so we've gone by the All Saints Parish Church. We're now on Church Street, but on the other side is North Street, and the, football ground, the North Holm is, next to it. So, you kinda got the location 
So, if we were to go back, just over 100 years ago, you would not recognize it as it existed at that time. It was the site of the gas works in the town. It was also the site of the ancient area to do with the Pillared house, and also there was a jail or house of correction that stood on that site.
And at the north end would've been the Elm Cottage, which is still there. So, we've got that. And at the south end, there'd have been no New Street. New Street was a later addition, a cut-through, so it would've been a continual... So, walking down Church Street, it was a long road. 
[00:25:09] Baz Hunter: Yeah ... 
[00:25:09] Darron Childs: With lovely old buildings and, opposite the church, we've got, the lovely Georgian building with the pointed top, Mr. Sharples we call it, a wool merchant that still survives, one of the buildings that does survives of that Georgian period. 
But if we get to that land I'm talking about, which might still trigger some memories from some older people if they're listening to this, it was of particular interest to me because my mother was born on that site.
So there used to be a square called Albert Square, and really small houses, tenement houses in a square there, which you'll still find on old maps. But my point was, maps don't tell the story. The story is waiting to be peeled back. So, I thought I'd conduct an experiment with my mother. This is quite interesting.
So, what I did, we sat down together on one of these lovely warm days that we've been having and gotten nicely comfortable in the shade, and I actually said to her, "Close your eyes and just listen to me." I said, "I want you to go back in time. I want you to imagine yourself as a little girl coming home to your house, and I want you to tell me what things look like and how things feel."
So, this was an intentional thing that normally she probably wouldn't have spoken about. And I waited, and there was a little gap, and I said, "Are you walking into your house from Church Street?" And she still had her eyes closed, and she cut in and said, "No, we never walked in from Church Street. We always walked in from North Street."
And she said, "I opened the gate and stepped down two steps, and then came to a small concrete entrance before I opened the door to the house." Now, that house, which no longer exists, was officially part of the town Pillared house that she was born in. It wasn't used for that purpose when she was there. It had been sold off, and it had been divided into two houses, a larger and a smaller part, and I believe it was owned by Bain's Brothers, which were a local firm just opposite.
And I say a lot more in the article that I've written up for the Gainsborough Life, but eventually she comes out of the other entrance, and she goes into the square. Now, the square, she describes it as just muddy wasteland with a lot of bricks around. And through patching together these memories, when we talked about it later on, we realized that the bricks were the buildings that had been pulled down from Albert Square, and the square was the part of Albert Square formerly of the Pillared house, with the House of Correction that stood nearby, which is where her father used to keep cars because he was a car engineer, and he did the cars up and for people, and so he kept them in the House of Correction.
Now, bringing all these memories together was fascinating 'cause I had, too much material, so then we go back to the documents, and we found a 1789 document that was a damning report of the inspectors that arrived on Church Street and said, "This House of Correction and Pillared House is no longer fit for purpose. It needs to be closed down." And it was closed down as an institution, and this is well before the workhouse was opened on Lea Road. 
But where this gets, really interesting is that, the bridge between documents and memories is the untold history. And the little girl that was climbing over the bricks to cut through to Gas Works passage has vanished from the texts of any history books.
So, I was able to piece this together. Now, if we stood there today opposite the North looking, it's just a block of flats. 
[00:29:47] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:29:47] Darron Childs: It's all gone. Everything has gone. The Pillared house has gone. The House of Correction has gone. The Albert Square has gone. The trace of anything to do with the gas works has gone, erased from history.
Yet there we have a first-hand account of a little girl who was born during the Second World War back as a child. 
[00:30:07] Baz Hunter: Wow. Really, does. It's tingling, isn't it? when you talk about some of this stuff? Really fascinating. And, yeah, the facts that your mum there closed her eyes and she, remembered, and, it all goes back to memories, doesn't it? It's all connected to memories and time. 
[00:30:28] Darron Childs: It does, Baz. And the one thing I'll just add to that is many years ago, we were looking to put a blue plaque to remember this. But what do you put it on? There's nothing there. So, we eventually arrived at the Elm Cottage. 
And we talked with the people at the Elm Cottage, and they said, "Absolutely fine. Put the blue plaque on the entrance." So, if you pop down to the Elm Cottage, you look on the side of the entrance, you will see something that says, "In 1496, Lord Burgh gave this land for the purpose of five, good men in the name of a charity." And the connection between Lord Burgh takes us back to the Old Hall, because he was the first owner of the Old Hall.
And he was wanting to be remembered, the memory of him following his death, and he would remember them through giving this land to charity and building a charitable institution. Yet today, we would walk by there and have no idea it's connected to the same story.
[00:31:37] Baz Hunter: Wow. Now, moving further down, we've got to get to Marshall's Yard, of course, and today we'd be going into Marshall's Yard, and the fountains would be going. We'd be having a coffee or doing a bit of shopping, but it's not always been like that, has it? We mentioned the Marshall's family earlier, so, yeah, this is where the Marshall's tractors- 
[00:31:59] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:32:00] Baz Hunter: Were built. 
[00:32:01] Darron Childs: Yeah. So, Marshall's and Gainsborough are always connected. It's Marshall's of Gainsborough. Offices in London, offices in India. It stretched out globally in that time when Britain was on this crest of a wave, very outward looking, fuelled by, innovation and entering into all sorts of areas where they could export their products to. So, it's intrinsically linked to the town.
We have to remember that, Marshall's started around 1848, so we're going back just to 1848. In a small way it started on North Street, not too far away from the football ground, further down, and then occupied that open space along what we would call today Bowman Street.
Now, I was lucky enough to interview, Henry Marshall in 1991, and when I sat with him across the table, I said, "Would you talk to me as though I know nothing about Marshalls? Just tell me in your own words, why it's important and how it's involved your life." He was a fascinating character because he was known as Major Henry Marshall. He'd had a different life a military life and he was a character. 
And I think as time went on, he became more and more involved with the, the engines, particularly, the traction engines that are often seen at the rallies, and I've got some pictures of him on those. Very well liked, very well known. 
I think when I interviewed him, he was probably in his 80s, and he was still going to work every day, but I think he was just kept on as a kind of mascot, a name, a piece of heritage if you like to say, a history connected to the area.
And he was such a gentleman to talk to and to hear the stories, and he took me back to his grandfather and the very early history and told me in his own words, meticulously really in the detail, and how Marshall started by, one of the Marshall's family being sent as an agent to Saint Petersburg. 
So, we have here a really interesting thread, 'cause Saint Petersburg is in Russia. Russia controls the northern Baltic and the word Baltic is on the riverfront. Baltic Mill. So, this is really interesting to me because I'd just come back from a voyage right up to the Baltic from the North Sea to Frisia, which is Holland, from Holland to Denmark, Scandinavia, through to the Baltic. 
And that particular area got involved with, like if you say a trade connection, it was naturally linked to the eastern side of England, and the Trent linked the eastern side of England through the river to this town. So, all manner of goods was to be transported here, which built up this enormous commercial centre, particularly through the river trade. 
Now, what was really interesting with Henry is he said, "What motivated my ancestor to start here at Gainsborough was he got wind of the railways arriving." The railways came also in 1848. So, he bought the land next to the railway. For those of us, if we do the, the armchair journey now, if you're in Marshall's Yard by the fountain, if you walk outside what they call to the pattern offices, you're actually at the central railway station at the back. 
[00:36:11] Baz Hunter: Yeah, 
[00:36:11] Darron Childs: So that's what motivated them to buy that land because they would have their own, their own railings, their own, sidings into the firm. 
[00:36:22] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:36:23] Darron Childs: And goods could be transported, by rail. 
[00:36:26] Baz Hunter: Yeah. And dropped on the doorstep. 
[00:36:28] Darron Childs: Yeah. And this is a really… and we've got, talking about innovation and changes in history, that was a really important pivot in history because former to that, river was king.
But when that happened, river dominance was under threat because the railways had arrived, and within a generation, there was nowhere in this country you couldn't reach by rail. It just redesigned the map of England, of the UK, so we could reach anywhere at all. Such was that, Victorian boom of, transport innovation.
So, the firm basically built then through the generations and became such a dominant, part of the, culture and the DNA of the town. 
I'll go back to my childhood. My dad worked most of his life at Marshall's. He worked at Rose's as well, but worked at Marshall's, most of his life. I've seen his, apprenticeship, his indentures It reads as though you're looking at a Victorian document. 
You have to be in bed by 9:00. You're not allowed to drink in a week. There is to be no unruly conduct. It was almost… you were indentured to the firm, and I think he was paid, when he first arrived, if I'm not mistaken, between 30 bob, £1.50 and £2 a week. And he was the last skilled turner that was at Marshall's Engineering Works. And my dad is 89 coming up this year. 
[00:38:18] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:38:18] Darron Childs: So, he in his own right carries a lot of history. Now, what my dad has told me, which is really of interest to me now, is moving away from all the big bits of information, the big history, what we've just been talking about, I said, "I want to know about the people that worked there." "Who were the characters?" "What were they like? What were they called?" 
And he started to tell me some stories, and I thought, "These are the people that are not in the history books." "These are the stories that need to be told." 
[00:38:53] Baz Hunter: These are the ones that need telling, yeah. 
[00:38:54] Darron Childs: So that's my next project.
[00:38:56] Baz Hunter: Yeah, definitely. And so it should be. Speaking to people in the town, people tend to have... people will really relate to this, 'cause people, you mentioned Rose's, and you mentioned, obviously we're talking about Marshall's Yard, and people tend to have a relative that worked at one or the other or some, someone in the family. It was such a big part of town. I have had three guests on the show that all own a Marshall's tractor because they want to be part of that history. 
[00:39:26] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:39:28] Baz Hunter: Which, James Chantry, Dave Horsfield... and Margaret Pocklington, all three of them own a Marshall's tractor. James Chantry owns, numerous.
But yeah, the family, the love, being connected with the history of the town. 
[00:39:48] Darron Childs: Yeah. And I think if we go back, there is a sense of pride in that, that you were from a place that actually meant something. And there is something in this. When we've been talking about pride of place today, and I think that's what The Delver's blue plaques does.
It is actually providing an anchor for people that have a connection to the town. They don't have to be born here, and we'll talk about that because there's been many people that have moved to this town but have made a significant difference to it, not just those that, are from the town. 
But actually, it becomes layers upon layers of what actually does the place mean to different people and perhaps a place that you leave from time to time, but you always come back to, whether that's physically or mentally, you return.
[00:40:43] Baz Hunter: One way or another. Yeah. It is a lot of pride. I took little Alfie to the Father's Day Marshall's Yard tractor parade, and there were so many… And the thought that these were made here on this very spot, these tractors, and they were years and years old. I don't want to put numbers on it. 
I'm not an expert in that field. I'm all right butchering a pig or something. But when it comes to that... But yeah, it was fascinating, and there was two of the big steamrollers that used to work together that had not been together for, James Chantry. He'll put the numbers on it, but for all these years, and they were reunited on Father's Day. These machines. It's just incredible really. It was lovely to see it. It was lovely to be a part of it, 
[00:41:34] Darron Childs: I'm sure James would know this story, but it happened to me personally a few years ago.
We actually took a tour to Sri Lanka, and we had a tour guide with us, and he was very gentlemanly like. At one stage, he took us to, for afternoon tea. He said, "Let's go for afternoon tea, and we'll take you to the plantation." And while we were there, I said, "What's in the big buildings?"
He said, "Oh, all the machinery, that does the tea." He said, "It's all in there." That's what I wanna look at. “Can we go and look at it?" And we walked in, and the belts are going round, and the wheels are going round, and the cogs are spinning. And then I walk up to one brush the nameplate and it says Marshalls of Gainsborough on there.
And I said to our guide, "That's where we're from." 
[00:42:30] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:42:31] Darron Childs: And he said, "Oh, Marshalls of Gainsborough." 
[00:42:33] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Wow. It's fascinating. It really, really is.
I've gotta bring you down to the marketplace and the town hall, and I believe it used to be arches, and that was the butter market. Now I've, my naivety and my youth, I'm "What's a butter market?" But I believe it is all things related to butter. So, there was, like, toffees and all that kind of thing sold there in the arches. 
Richard Kane, who we mentioned earlier, was telling me that you'd walk in and it'd be freezing cold, and again, when you're talking about little memories that make you think and you're like, "Oh, it was freezing cold," And that's really interesting to me.
[00:43:25] Darron Childs: Yeah, I have some memories of going in there as a very small child into the butter market as was. It was very dark in there, and they used to have the rows of strings of lamps. So, it was very dark. It was all flagstones. It was cold flagstones. 
[00:43:47] Baz Hunter: So would this be underneath the town hall then? 
[00:43:49] Darron Childs: Yes, it was really the ground floor is what you would say. So it wasn't a cellar or anything like that. 
[00:43:55] Baz Hunter: Yeah, so this is, like,…really... So, I obviously have two shops there, The Butcher's, The Meateary and Alfie's, and then in between this now Barnes Jewellers, which has moved. 'Cause they were there for 100 years or more on the corner there, so there's Barnes Jewellers and then there's the building society. So, this row of shops, this would be the butter market. This would be the arches.
[00:44:14] Darron Childs: It would be, and it was a treat to go through there, walking through with Mom and maybe even preschool. I don't know when these memories would be from, but remember walking from... And you would go around the... 
I mean, in those days, the butter market had evolved. It wasn't just selling, dairy products. There was other things. There were probably a lady selling wool or whatever they do. 
[00:44:38] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:44:38] Darron Childs: And once you would make your way round this big square, you would see the light shining through the door, because it was so cool in there. It was a natural refrigerator, just these strings of lamps.
I'm not sure whether there might have even been a butcher in there, Baz. I just thinking back to the smells and the memories, but I remember always I wanted to get to that final stall because there was the man with the old-fashioned toffee. So that probably strikes a memory with a lot of people. And he had the hammer, and he smashed it with that hammer. 
[00:45:10] Baz Hunter: Yeah, broke it down. 
[00:45:12] Darron Childs: And he had a bag that was a wax bag, and then he would weigh it, old money, two ounces, four ounces, and he would swing the bag around. And he would give you the bag, and when you touched the bag, you felt the waxy feel of it, and then there was the toffee. Not very good for the teeth at all. But there was the toffee in there.
[00:45:30] Baz Hunter: I wonder if the toffee man would have thought all those years ago that people would be talking and remembering the wax bag. And the little things, and the way it would twirl round, and it's the whole experience, isn't it? It's was an experience, and that's what's really important, and that's what's lovely to listen to. 
[00:45:53] Darron Childs: Yeah, and actually, we could go back even further. So, what we have to remember is the town hall today, that's there today, is not actually all that old. Some people will know that Gainsborough took a direct hit in the Second World War.
We had bombs hit the town, and caused substantial damage. There were several people killed, and one of the buildings that was affected was structurally the town hall. One of the things that existed for many years was that it was shored up with timber props right outside your shop. 
[00:46:28] Baz Hunter: Yeah.
[00:46:29] Darron Childs: And I think there was a red telephone box as well, straight outside. I'm just doing this from memory. 
[00:46:33] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:46:34] Darron Childs: And it was shored up, and I think when we go back to that period, the war ended in 1945, but the war didn't end in 1945. The shadow of the war kept on going, through the '40s, into the '50s. People came off rations, things got back to normal, but it took a long time for things to return to any form of normality. 
[00:46:58] Baz Hunter: Yeah, the aftermath, really, of everything that had gone on.
[00:47:00] Darron Childs: Yeah, and what about the buildings? What about… the whole row of what you might call Church Street, the early part of Church Street, was just rubble. It was just waste ground. 
[00:47:12] Baz Hunter: Gone, yeah. 
[00:47:13] Darron Childs: And they used to call it bomb buildings. That was the term that was used. Elderly people will remember, "Oh, what's that near bomb buildings?" 
[00:47:21] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:47:22] Darron Childs: Where the TSB is, took a direct hit and was just obliterated. There was just nothing there. We have to remember that is quite recent history. But the reason I'm mentioning this is the town hall, there's always been, for most of Gainsborough's existence, a building around that site, various iterations of a town hall, and then before that it takes on a new name, which you may have come across, may not, called the Moot Hall.
[00:47:53] Baz Hunter: Oh, No, that's new to me. 
[00:47:55] Darron Childs: Yeah, so the Moot Hall is an older English version of, where people gather. It usually means a gathering of 100 people. A moot was a phrase that's gone from language today. But the Moot Hall was, the early form of, a town hall and whether there was an iteration before that, we don't really have any records that would go back much further.
We know that there were markets, granted to Gainsborough probably in that area around about 1300. So, what I can tell you is I tried to do some reconstruction work of how very, particularly with my shadow, Sweyn Forkbeard of what would the town have actually looked like. 
So, if we take, strip this back, the area around the Old Hall, and perhaps just put a cross of a street in, that's basically all it would've been. There was nothing else. 
One leads down to the river, the other eventually is connected to the river, but the right arm as we look at it, is really the entrance to and from the town. There isn't physically a marketplace at that time. It doesn't exist. The marketplace is a later addition, a much later addition, a few hundred years down the line.
[00:49:25] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:49:26] Darron Childs: So, the marketplace is intriguing because originally it would've been all timber frame buildings. 
[00:49:34] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:49:34] Darron Childs: If we go back to that. Now, how would that have looked? Timber frame buildings, smaller versions, we often see them in York or places like that. 
[00:49:44] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:49:44] Darron Childs: Where you would've walked into a square, and perhaps a central focal point in the square where people would've met. 'Cause you've got the basis there of a market town. You've got the Manor House, you've got the cross of the street, and you've got the ancient thoroughfare from the river up to the marketplace. 
Some of the writings we have got aren't particularly from as far back as that, but we have got some accounts of market day. And when I say market day, today it's just perhaps a sort of run-of-the-mill phrase. But market day back in the day was an enormous affair. 
[00:50:30] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:50:31] Darron Childs: It encompassed everything. It encompassed travellers arriving, and some of these, you have to remember were bordering between buskers and beggars. People that had come in from farmsteads, often with dairy produce, the early beginnings of the butter market... where they would sit in the shade, in the coolness, under the shadow of the building to sell their wares. And then all manner of beasts taken from the beast market, which is only a hop skip and a jump away, which became Market Street.
[00:51:12] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:51:13] Darron Childs: So, beefs pudding as well. So, everything you can think of, dairy, meat, produce, vegetables, bit of entertainment, throw it in... and actually you've got a great day out.
[00:51:27] Baz Hunter: You can imagine the hustle and bustle of it, can't you? You can imagine what that would've been like, and I started working in Leeds Kirkgate Market, and that's where I started butchering on Butchers' Row. There was like 24 butcher shops next door to each other, just on one road. And then there was the Fish Row, and there was a load of fishmongers and so on. 
But yeah, the hustle and bustle of what that must've been. And Market Square has it always probably been from the centre? And I know it, back in the day, it probably went down all the different streets as well. 
[00:52:02] Darron Childs: Yeah, so originally, that market would've grown and encompassed that first area we was talking about, the Mark Yard and that big garth, until it really became too big to operate on there... and then spread out. And then simultaneously operating in both places, both the Market Square and, also on the Mark Yard, and everything else. 
And I can remember the markets with stalls all the way into Market Street, leading all the way up there. And it was a product of the time. You've got to think, we've got no internet, we've got no means of really transportation to get to different towns. 
So, everything was bought local, and you got local produce, which has a good ring to it today, doesn't it? Sourcing local produce, you know the provenance.
You got to know people, you got to trust people. You got to know who would do you a good deal and, some of these people needed a good deal because they had to budget accordingly limited. 
[00:53:04] Baz Hunter: Yeah, definitely. 
[00:53:04] Darron Childs: So, in a way, these friendships and associations were formed in this commercial area. And I always think that it was so good that money was brought into the town through the goods that came and the merchants and the traders that brought that money in because it increased the pool. 
[00:53:26] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:53:27] Darron Childs: It just brought more and more prosperity, and that particular era in time, Baz, would've been the hundred years on from the 1650s, the Civil War, that when we see a lot of those buildings, most of them sadly gone, but things like the doctor's surgery on Caskett Street called Elswitha Hall.
We've got the old courthouse up near Marshall's Yard. So those sorts of Georgian buildings were physical statements to people to say we're building this. We want to show we're doing okay. And it's back to that, we live in a nice place. And that was also the motivation for the bricking of the old hall on one side.
You might have seen that the old hall is a timber frame medieval manor house, but on one side only it's brick. 
[00:54:30] Baz Hunter: Brick. Yeah, of course. 
[00:54:31] Darron Childs: That was a statement. It was saying, "Look, we can afford brick." 
[00:54:34] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Okay, yeah. 
[00:54:36] Darron Childs: We're not anybody. We've got brick here. 
[00:54:39] Baz Hunter: We have brick. 
[00:54:40] Darron Childs: Yeah.
[00:54:40] Darron Childs: And we're gonna put a tower in. And going back to that time, everything would've been timber framed, so actually that was the stock building of the day. But if you could build in brick and stone, you were making a statement. 
[00:54:57] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Really, interesting. I've never even thought about that why, but it's like, look, we can do brick. Yeah, really really, fascinating. 
Just before we leave the marketplace and head on, something you mentioned there about people building connections and relationships with the baker, the butcher, the wool lady, the guy that sold toffees and everything else, really lovely times, I think, being able to do that.
I always, sort of, you think of the self-checkouts now in the supermarkets... and stuff like that, and obviously, technology moves on and some things are great, aren't they? And other things, you look at them and just feel a bit, "That's a shame." It's a shame that the old days were the good days, weren't they, for that kind of thing, for the shopping.
You couldn't go everywhere and get it all from one roof. You had to go get your bread from there and your veg from him, and you went over to her and got this, and your clothes, and the cobbler used to mend your shoes, and all of that kind of thing. Really, I think of those times with quite warmth when I think of it. 
[00:56:07] Darron Childs: Yeah, they're also memories. They're memories of a time that was. My mother has told me stories that her granny who she was brought up with, was born in 1876, and until her dying day, would only go in one shop, sit on the chair, and hand over the note, and everything was put together from that note.
And what she had noticed from, technological developments is that, once they'd ticked off everything on the note, she got what would be the Tesco service of the day. The delivery boy would take it on his bike and drop it off later on, so she didn't have to carry the bags. 
[00:56:49] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:56:49] Darron Childs: And that one chap knew everything, what she wanted more or less, could have a chat.
[00:56:54] Darron Childs: She sat down. She had a little rest. Always kept the chair in the corner and she got the delivery, but not with a van. It was the boy on the bike, would drop it off later on at the house. And I think also a lot of the... there was that trust thing 'cause a lot of it was put in a book, and then the bill was paid.
[00:57:15] Darron Childs: Because often it was done on a Tally book. 
[00:57:19] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:57:20] Darron Childs: One memory that came to me as you were just telling me about, your connection with butchery is, I don't know if this book, it actually has ended up in the heritage centre or not, but I remember seeing it from the chap who owned it, and he had the butcher's ledger of a chap called Benny Lane, and Benny Lane was, if not the principal butcher in the town. And it had every order in… 
[00:57:51] Baz Hunter: Wow ... 
[00:57:51] Darron Childs: Written in there as you went through in a beautiful script. 
[00:57:55] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:57:56] Darron Childs: And I remember reading it, and of course you've got the name, you've got the address, you've got the price, you've got the delivered, paid, and it was all kept in a ledger. So, a little piece of history there, and that had been recorded, but in a personal way.
[00:58:11] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Incredible. Really is. 
Now, we'll head down past obviously we've mentioned Sir Cnute, and you mentioned about the, son of the… 
[00:58:29] Darron Childs: Oh, sorry ... 
[00:58:30] Baz Hunter: Who was Cnute again? 
[00:58:31] Darron Childs: So Cnute's the son of Sweyn Forkbeard. 
[00:58:33] Baz Hunter: That's it, yes. So I didn't wanna just jump in.
[00:58:36] Baz Hunter: This all makes a lot of sense and then we're passing, of course, Wetherspoons... the Sweyn Forkbeard, over the road. And so, we mentioned Baltic Mill before. 
[00:58:48] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:58:49] Baz Hunter: What was that then? 
[00:58:51] Darron Childs: Yeah, this is really quite interesting because, it was an important area in town because we've got what we call the Chapel Staithe.
I don't know if you've heard that name, the Chapel Staithe? 
[00:59:05] Baz Hunter: No, I've not. 
[00:59:06] Darron Childs: So, the Chapel Staithe was a historic area in the town as well. If you think about the main gathering places or the, main sort of central places, you've got the Old Hall, the marketplace, the Chapel Staithe was in there.
It was a gathering place often associated with younger people because there was a time when people took their drinking water from the River Trent. 
[00:59:30] Baz Hunter: Wow. 
[00:59:31] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:59:32] Baz Hunter: Now we're talking. 
[00:59:33] Darron Childs: What would happen is often it would be young ladies, young maidens would go down there usually with jugs or sort of things to put water in, and they'd gather them, and they'd often hang around a little bit.
And such is the way with, young men and young women, they would meet up and they would have another chat. And there was probably often a remark or two made, and maybe even a date made. 
[01:00:00] Baz Hunter: There's bit of harmless flirting going on. 
[01:00:02] Darron Childs: There was and we've got to remember then we have a neat walkway today. It wasn't like that. It would've gone right down into the stones and the mud and the water. And they'd have, actually, waded and somebody put the buckets in or whatever they'd brought to carry the water, and it was taken out and often used as drinking water.
Now, what put an end to that is Gainsborough, like Leeds also, and many other places, had two epidemics of cholera. Now, we've gotta go back to the 1800s when medical science didn't actually understand what cholera was. There was views that it, maybe it was in the air. But what they didn't know, it was infected water.
And obviously it was infected because all the waste went into the River Trent, and they were actually, drinking this. And there was a lot of people died in the two epidemics, cholera epidemics in Gainsborough, and it prompted a big change in the way that things were gonna be looked at going forward.
It coincided with a lot of infrastructure changes, particularly to do with the railways and the redesign of things. 
[01:01:27] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[01:01:27] Darron Childs: But the Chapel Staithe has a history that we believe goes right back to the Forkbeard days. And its history there is likely to be a jetty that you could have gone from river to land.
And once you went from river to land, you were here. You would have arrived. And then from river to... once you're on the land, you could have made your way up to the old hall. 
And that ancient thoroughfare still exists on the 1851 maps before it was bulldozed to make way for a new road to go through.
[01:02:10] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[01:02:11] Darron Childs: So, the Chapel Staithe is important because it marks that point where those very early, Danes connected to the town would have gathered. And we know, again, from documents, that one of the things that they did is they built a chapel or a place of worship in that vicinity where a graveyard was, where they buried the dead.
Now, by that time, it's likely that Christianity had been adopted, 'cause obviously with early Vikings, they definitely weren't Christians. But later Vikings were on the verge of becoming Christians. 
Now, all of this, you think, what's the relevance of this?" I'll give you the connection. When the Butter Market closed, the authorities decided to open a new market hall opposite Wetherspoons. Today, it's a charity shop, and, just before Sports Direct. It's those buildings. That became a market hall, and I believe that market hall was used until the early 2000s.
It had a very short life. I don't know how long, but, let's say, 20 years, 20-year life. It was a new hall. The Butter Market didn't finish. And it was all transferred into that, which had obviously dairy, meat, other stalls, very modern. Gone had gone the rope lights, and the darkness and everything. It was all very modern. 
I do remember my mother worked on a cake stall in there at one time, so I went in a few times. But when they were doing the alterations, putting in all the footings and digging out, they found skeletons. 
[01:03:56] Baz Hunter: Oh, all right.
[01:03:56] Darron Childs: And they didn't know why we were finding skeletons, digging down and finding skeletons all the time.
We had an inquiry at the time. They said, "Do you know?" We said, "Yeah, we know. It's a graveyard." It's one of the very early graveyards of the town. And it existed at that central gathering point there, which today we have The Delvers blue plaque... saying, "Chapel Staithe, site of, the very, early meeting point and the site of the Danish chapel."
[01:04:28] Baz Hunter: How many blue plaques are there now, around the town? 
[01:04:32] Darron Childs: So, 17 in total. And they try to remember a place or a person or a connection that is a story that has some resonance to it. 
[01:04:47] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[01:04:49] Darron Childs: I'll mention that in 2020 at the height of our lockdown, most people will remember that, I got a call from a TV producer from Denmark, and they wanted to come over to the UK, but they'd been delayed 'cause of the COVID restrictions.
So, they were just waiting for restrictions to be lifted because they'd obtained one of my early books about that early history when I came back from Denmark to do with Sweyn Forkbeard. They were aiming to do a six-part series on the Viking Age, particularly how the Vikings moved around, and they wanted to feature in one of the episodes, Sweyn Forkbeard and what happened and everything connected.
So, the project went ahead. They arrived, I think, in September 2020, and I had a day and a half with them and took them to the sites, including a trip and a journey up the River Trent, putting together the story of Sweyn Forkbeard. 
[01:05:53] Baz Hunter: Oh, actually on a boat up the River Trent. 
[01:05:55] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[01:05:55] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[01:05:56] Darron Childs: And I said to the presenter, who was the director of the National Museum of Denmark, "You're back home. This is what he would have seen.” Forget about the buildings. Couple of prefab buildings. Remember there were no flats there at, anything as we came in." And he... Literally, it was just reed and riverbank as we came in. I said, "Not a lot's changed." "This is what he would've come back to." And he said, “I do feel that. I feel that." 
And we were just talking about what he would've, this ghost that stands by my side, what would he have made of it? Why here? Why did he come here? What was the connection? So, we put together the pieces, and then we got onto dry land, and I did him the journey.
We went by the Wetherspoons pub and took him to the various sites to tell, to piece together the stories. And yeah, it featured in the... It was a Danish TV series, six part, and it had fantastic reviews, but it's never been aired in this country. 
[01:07:08] Baz Hunter: Oh, that's a shame. 
[01:07:09] Darron Childs: Half forgotten. 
[01:07:10] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[01:07:10] Darron Childs: A memory.
[01:07:13] Baz Hunter: Yeah. And so, 17 of these blue plaques, and I presume we could get some information… Because this to me sounds like an incredible day out, doesn't it? You could go around these and look at some of the history. So is some information on these, on, where... I suppose it's all the Delvers.
[01:07:34] Darron Childs: Yeah, the Delvers have two, social channels, on Facebook, Friends of the Delvers and The Delvers Online Community. So, if anybody wants to just connect with us, go on those Facebook groups to begin with, Friends of the Delvers or The Delvers Online Community. 
[01:07:53] Baz Hunter: Yeah, and we'll put the links as well. 
[01:07:56] Darron Childs: We also, put links to small videos on some of the stories and connections I've been talking about through YouTube, but they are actually featured on the Facebook pages, so there's some more information and some really nice films that people can watch. But I think the question that you're, putting forward, Baz, is a really important one, and that is next year is the 30th anniversary of the first blue plaque. Where did that go? 
[01:08:28] Baz Hunter: 30 years. 
[01:08:29] Darron Childs: 30 years. 
[01:08:30] Baz Hunter: And which one was the first one? 
[01:08:31] Darron Childs: It was Thomas Miller on Bridge Street, which is near Reid's Café. 
[01:08:36] Baz Hunter: Okay. Yeah. 
[01:08:38] Darron Childs: At the corner. And 30 years ago, we came up with the idea that we'd like to start this. It would be a long-term project and we've only to see what's happened in 30 years, how things have changed.
So, things talking about leaflets and things like that, all very well and good, but I think that what we've realized today is the lasting legacy of The Delvers Blue Plaques needs to reach all angles, all channels. So, I'm in discussions at the moment for there to be a 2027 festival of memories involving the community, involving local business, involving storytellers, involving everything that the Delvers has done on the blue plaque front, and it's gonna move over three pillars.
It's gonna move over print with a, booklets and things like that. It's gonna move across the digital sphere for anyone with a phone that wants to tap in and get the information online and do a digital tour, an interactive tour. And then the final pillar is we're hoping to work with local hosts to put on live events where you can actually come, like we've been chatting today about... and really immerse ourselves in some of these stories, some of these, interesting angles and then, have Q&As and actually maybe get some other memories of people that say... my mom told me this," or, "My gran told me this,"  
[01:10:15] Baz Hunter: How amazing would that be as well? But what a way to mark the occasion, 30 years, the festival of memories. That's sounds fantastic, and I'm sure it'll be a real hit, and it's something else to keep you very busy... with everything else going on. But yeah, it's brilliant. And I've loved the tour of the town. The thing is there's so many places we could go to and talk about, isn't there?
This could really be a bit of a series, it could, about us talking about... there's so many. There's all the riverside and everywhere else, isn't there? The little alleyways in the town and stuff. 
[01:10:51] Darron Childs: That's right. Yeah, we barely scratched the surface of what we could do in a short space of time. I've actually broken the plaque series down into six mini tours. You could do six mini tours through them, and each of them about 40 minutes long so you can… they're not too long, but they're exciting. They immerse you. And I think that's the basis for some of these talks, that we could have one themed one here, another themed one there. And people can really get to know, get under the skin of it and see the different layers. 
[01:11:25] Baz Hunter: It sounds brilliant because obviously I walk down the streets of Gainsborough every day, and there's so much history around, when you're looking, and that used to be this and that and sometimes we take it for granted.
I'm a big fan of, what's going on in the town... trying to put one step forward and the way that they've brought some of the buildings back and... and I think it's fantastic, but I think it's taking for granted you can just walk down the street and not know what used to go on here.
I think it's brilliant to and these little mini tours of the blue plaques. I'm a big fan. I'm gonna put the vote in to kick off the ghost tours again. That sounds brilliant, that does. Old Hall to the Old Nick and everything in between. 
[01:12:16] Darron Childs: Yeah. I'm pleased you brought up the visual aspect of things because I think for a long time the town suffered and was neglected, and through damage, through road widening schemes, people really not having the vision of noticing stuff that can disappear, haunts us today. 
What we've lost is incredible. What we have lost. That little narrow, from the Chapel Staithe up to the Old Hall was almost akin to the Shambles in parts. A bending, twisting... narrow alleyway where you wouldn't have even probably got one car down. Just the small, old measurements paved all the way up to the Mart Yard area, what we were talking about earlier.
But I often think that it is possible to respect the past and to learn from it, and to actually, hold and cherish that, and to be out looking as well. There's plenty of places that do this, and they can live together in harmony. You don't have to be one or the other. And I think that was probably the biggest mistake that was made in that era of post-war, let's clear everything out.
Let's have a brave new future. And in the haste of that, we have lots of, you've seen them, I've seen them, buildings thrown up that are more like a box 
[01:14:00] Baz Hunter: Yeah, of course.
[01:14:00] Darron Childs: Than, anything. And what cleared it before was a work of art or something beautiful. 
[01:14:05] Baz Hunter: Yeah. I suppose going back at the time, it's the thinking of we've had this terrible period, let's move on from it. But not thinking in 100 years' time, what about... and the history behind things. 
[01:14:24] Darron Childs: So, this is one way we can keep the memory alive, because the physical asset has often gone. When we look at the blue plaques, where we would like to put them often isn't there.
[01:14:36] Darron Childs: We have to find an alternative. 
[01:14:38] Baz Hunter: Of course. Yeah. 
[01:14:39] Darron Childs: There were two great houses in Gainsborough. One at the north end, Thonock Hall, and one at the south end, Lea Hall, that both belonged to baronets. They were both, knights of the realm. Both were demolished within 10 years of each other. 
[01:14:54] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[01:14:54] Darron Childs: And we… 
[01:14:55] Baz Hunter: What a shame.
[01:14:56] Darron Childs: We don't have that. we've got to add some recent posts up, which I've been putting up of Lea Hall in connection with that talk, and I've had some back from various points in Lincolnshire saying, where was Lea Hall? Where was it? Could you describe where it was?"
So, it is difficult for people when you start from a blank page, imagine this. You need a lot of people to work with you, but we can do that with the preservation of memory, physical records, and bringing something to life. And I think that as you do that, it creates a memory of a memory then, which is the legacy for the next generation to take this work forward. 
[01:15:46] Baz Hunter: Yeah. It really is incredible. And I know I've said fascinating a million times, but it really, really is. What we've been discussing. And I've got a question to ask you. It's from our last guest. 
Each guest of the show, we ask to ask the next guest a question, so I'll ask you that in a moment. But the last guest has asked, and I've a feeling I might know the answer to this already, but if you could go back in time and, if you could choose any career path, any job, if all jobs were paid the same amount, I know so, money talks, doesn't it?
So, we've gotta go where the money is. But if, all career paths paid the same, what do you think you'd have chosen as a career? What would you have done for the rest of your life? 
[01:16:34] Darron Childs: Yeah. I know that, the young Darren would've probably liked to have been in a rock band. That was the first one. 
[01:16:42] Baz Hunter: Of course. 
[01:16:42] Darron Childs: I think the Darren later on, I always had a thing, not just writing, I was interested in... I know that at one time I always thought, "What if I could work for Walt Disney?" It's a childhood kind of way that you look at the world. 
But I have to say, as time goes on, you look at different perspectives, the work that I'm doing now is the work that I love.
[01:17:09] Baz Hunter: Yeah. I had a feeling that you would come to that. And this is the third part that we'd discussed in the previous episode about sort of three parts of your life. The first one was, going on that, leaving Gainsborough for the first time and heading over to overseas and working and doing your entertainment work and writing and everything else.
And then coming back and starting a family and obviously your career, in the financial world. And then now you just seem to be as busy as ever. In part number three, you're writing, and I know you do a lot of talks. 
[01:17:45] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[01:17:46] Baz Hunter: And I'm really grateful for the time you've given us today.
[01:17:49] Darron Childs: That's my, pleasure, Baz. And I think that there is something about work where you give, without the expectation of getting back And I know that might sound a bit of a contradiction, but I think that it nourishes people's soul. I have seen, I occasionally will go into care homes and people will be at the very end of their lives.
What have they got to look forward to? Probably not very long in time. So, what we've been talking about, I think, is precious to them because it's the things that made their life special, and usually that isn't kings or queens, or dates in a book. It's back to where we started. It's little moments in life, the places that meant something to them and the relationships that touched their lives. 
And I think that in a small way, The Delvers plaques do that. All the people aren't particularly famous that are recognized in the plaques. But the final one we put up in 2023 was for Recognize Roses of Gainsborough. And I remember when we had the chat at the time, I said that I really wanted to avoid just having a memorial for a firm.
What I wanted to do is flip that around and say, "This is for the people that worked at the place." "This is for the memories and friendships they created, and the stories that they could tell." And we actually met here the day that we were gonna unveil the blue plaque to the Roses of Gainsborough.
We had one of the original Rose family, that was with us, and we had quite a few people whose fathers had worked there. I always remember one, I had a lady come up to me and she'd brought some photos, and she told me about her dad, and how her dad then had later moved on from Roses and started up his own business, which later became another firm in the town called Gainsborough Craftsman.
And she showed me her father, and I... It was just a terrific… you could see the pride of her telling me the story and everything, and I said, the plaque is for your dad." That's who it's for. It's not for a, you know, firm or a name come near ... it's for your dad. And it's so good to have you here today to recognize that.
So that sits on the, riverside walkway... anybody that needs to see that, and the role that they played, particularly in the World Wars, particularly connected to the bouncing bomb and the Dambusters story, and which was the 80th anniversary in 2023. 
[01:20:50] Baz Hunter: Great. I love that when you get talking about these places, you mention it about Rose's there, you mention it about Marshall's and countless others, that you love to... You want to hear from the people. 
You wanna hear about the characters. You wanna hear about what used to go on the day-to-day, and that, I think, what makes what you do so unique. We're not just talking about the place, which is fantastic. We're not just talking about what they did, which is fantastic, but we're talking about the people within it, the people that, your everyday, is here to, the characters within it, and it's brilliant.
[01:21:30] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[01:21:30] Baz Hunter: Really nice. 
[01:21:32] Darron Childs: When I was in Denmark recently, we met with one of the head curators at Roskilde Museum, and he took me upstairs and, they'd got a superb display. But what I would say is, you are looking at things through a glass case with little notes and descriptions and everything and another.
And although that's fantastic and that is really interesting for lots and lots of people to tell a story, I think that what we've been chatting about, Baz, is an alternative way. It's more immersive. It's more about bringing what has happened to life. And I like to think that curator got a little bit of that energy from me when he showed me the picture of the very first or earliest representation of his town, and he showed me it.
And when he went through it, I said, "Do you know, if you hadn't have explained that as it was, I could almost say that's a carbon copy of Gainsborough." 
[01:22:39] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[01:22:40] Darron Childs: And the similarities, and then suddenly we got that connection about why it was. But I think the work they were doing over there was really good and I had a really good conversation with him, and it led me on to various other places who are doing, similar work, to some of the stuff that we're doing.
So, I think, go back 30 years and what we were doing then was quite cutting edge. 30 years later, we're still telling a kind of similar story, but it's using now different methods, different techniques, and it's also taking those memories of memory forward which is, important stuff.
[01:23:30] Baz Hunter: Yeah, it really is. So, I've got to ask you a question to ask our next guest. Have you got anything in mind? 
[01:23:37] Darron Childs: Okay. What I'd like to ask the next guest is, I'm gonna use the theme of memory. 
[01:23:47] Baz Hunter: I like it. 
[01:23:49] Darron Childs: And I'm gonna say to your next guest, "Would you please tell me, a special memory of a place, could be anywhere connected with the town here, what holds a special place in your heart and why?"
[01:24:06] Baz Hunter: Okie-dokie. I shall look forward to asking that one. 
And I do have a final question for you. I ask all our guests this question. And that's if you could sit at this table and have a conversation with anybody, past or present, who might that be? 
[01:24:19] Darron Childs: Okay. I think that one would be relatively simple for me. It wouldn't be the ghost that sat with me for over 35 years. No! Although I would like that in one sense. The reason, it wouldn't be him is I do like him to be in the background and not sat in front of him. 
[01:24:39] Baz Hunter: Of course, yeah. 
[01:24:39] Darron Childs: But the person I would love to have sat in front of and unravelled his life was the very first blue plaque we put up, around the corner from Reid's Cafe, to Thomas Miller.
For those who don't know, he's an author from the town. He didn't stay here. He left the town and eventually ended up arriving in the bright lights of London with just a pocket full of change. But what I admire so much about the man is he'd left a place of absolute poverty from Bridge Street, Gainsborough.
He'd almost been self-educated, and he took those tools with him through over to London eventually, and he wrote over 50 books of which a handful are priceless in terms of some of the things we've been talking about. So, from time to time, as we've chatted through today, Baz, the marketplace, all I've done is taken what he told me. 
[01:25:49] Baz Hunter: Yeah
[01:25:50] Darron Childs: Through time and reimagined it, and he is probably the number one person I'd love to sit to understand his life. What made him most proud? What did he think of the town? Why did he never come back? What was his favourite book? 
And I think it would be a fascinating story, but Thomas Miller, the very first, blue plaque, Delver's blue plaque. Born in the town 1807, and died in 1874 in London. 
[01:26:24] Baz Hunter: It's been an absolute pleasure to chat to you about the town, about your life, about everything with it and one thing that is so visible is your passion and your love for what you do. 
And I think the sweetest thing about this conversation is, it's just a pleasure listening to you. It's a pleasure talking to you. It's a pleasure listening to some of the history of the town and the people within it. And, yeah, I'm looking forward to the Festival of Memories 2027 for sure. 
[01:27:03] Darron Childs: Let's hope we can get that for the public, some of the events here at The Clock House for the Festival of Memories and bring some of these episodes back to life, Baz. It would be my pleasure. 
[01:27:14] Baz Hunter: Let's do it. 
Thanks for your time. I've got to shake your hand. It's been my pleasure. And, we'll hope to see you again soon. 
[01:27:20] Darron Childs: Thanks, Baz. 
[01:27:23] Baz Hunter: Thanks for listening to At the Table with Baz. If you enjoyed the episode, a like, share, or review goes a long way, and I would be extremely grateful.
You can stay connected with us on social media across all of your favourite platforms. And if you know someone with a story worth sharing, they can get in touch with me directly via the website, athetablewithbaz.co.uk. I'll see you next time.
