Episode 17 __ Darron Childs - Part 1
[00:00:00] Baz Hunter: Welcome to At the Table with Baz, the show where local stories are served. I'm Baz Hunter, and each episode, I sit down with the characters, the grafters, and the hidden gems behind the places we all know and love. 
So, pull up a chair, relax, and join me as we dive into real conversations and the stories that shape our communities. This is At the Table.
[00:00:34.15] Baz Hunter: Hello and welcome to episode number 17. Today, I'm joined by a man who knows everything there is to know, I think, about the history of Gainsborough. I'm really, really looking forward to this one. Something that really interests me and I know that it interests a lot of others as well. 
Darren Childs, it's lovely to have you with us. How are you doing? 
[00:00:57] Darron Childs: I'm really good, Baz, and great to be here. And I don't know about everything, but I know a lot about lots of bits. 
[00:01:05] Baz Hunter: Lots of bits and pieces. I was so fascinated by... We had a little pre-conversation, the other day, and I was so fascinated by some of the stuff and I have been for quite some time.
I know that obviously things we'll get into, such as, the blue plaques around town... and amongst other things. And stuff like that really, fascinates me. I'm sure there's a lot of myths as well, which we can maybe get into. I don't know the situation of Gainsborough as the capital of England and the king lived in the next street to where we are now, and all kinds of things.
So, we're really looking forward to talking about that. But how did it all start? Are you from Gainsborough, Darron? 
[00:01:48] Darron Childs: So, I was born here, so I'm from the town, and grew up in the town, and had a nice childhood here. But as I got into my teens, I had one thing on my mind and that was to get away from the town.
[00:02:02] Baz Hunter: Getting out of town.
[00:02:03] Darron Childs: So, that probably resonates with some people. But, it's funny how the perspective of time alters viewpoints. So, what happened to me is I got heavily involved in music that led into getting into entertainment. And at 19, not only did I leave home, I went to live abroad.
[00:02:31] Baz Hunter: Wow. 
[00:02:32] Darron Childs: And so that was a really interesting experience. I ended up really settling in northern Germany and to Denmark. 
[00:02:43] Baz Hunter: Okay. 
[00:02:44] Darron Childs: And I spent quite a few years, and establishing some really strong relationships that I still hold today with Danish folk. 
[00:02:54] Baz Hunter: Brilliant. And was that your... The entertainment side that took you over there, or when you say entertainment, what were you doing on? 
[00:03:01] Darron Childs: Yes, I'd been playing in bands. I'd been doing a bit of song writing. Writing's always remained at my heart of what I like to do. But where that led into, it led me into becoming a, sort of, presenter of various shows, often in nightclubs.
[00:03:20] Baz Hunter: Oh, okay.
[00:03:20] Darron Childs: This was the 1980s we're talking about. 
[00:03:24] Baz Hunter: Ah, hey, now we're talking. 
[00:03:27] Darron Childs: I used to do a tour of different nightclubs and principally you could say I was a DJ. I did stuff on radio as well and it was a really fascinating time to be doing that, sort of, stuff in the 1980s.
We have to remember, no mobile phones, no internet. So, moving away in my late teens, although I was just moving across the North Sea, it actually felt more like I was moving to the moon, looking back the distance. 
[00:04:01] Baz Hunter: Yeah, the thing is, we've got a few similarities in how our lives have gone.
When you never ended up a butcher.
[00:04:05] Darron Childs: Yeah... 
[00:04:06] Baz Hunter: But early... I also moved abroad when I was 18. But the difference was... thinking about when you did it, I'm not saying you're showing your age or anything, of course. But we literally, you know, communication was so much different. No social media. So, it was literally, in the phone box to call home...
[00:04:25] Darron Childs: Yeah...
[00:04:26] Baz Hunter: Or send a pigeon with a letter. So, yeah, it's totally different when I think about it, because it was a huge step, of course, when I did it and thinking about you doing it all those years before... 
[00:04:47] Darron Childs: Yeah.
[00:04:48] Baz Hunter: In the times.... the time that we were in, that's a huge step. 
[00:04:52] Darron Childs: Yeah, and I got to meet some of the guys that had been over there for five and 10 years. So, they were over there in the '70s. 
[00:04:58] Baz Hunter: Right okay, yeah. 
[00:04:59] Darron Childs: The 1970s. Now, that to me felt ancient, being there in the 1970s, that we were in this modern 1980s environment. But looking back now, it just shows you how with the perspective of time, every couple of decades we live in a different world. And we're experiencing that now. How things change, not only the day-to-day life that we lead, but all around us. And in one essence, I think that, what is fundamentally different from when I went to live abroad is the world appears so much smaller now than what it did in the 1980s. It seemed a big, wide world then. 
[00:05:44] Baz Hunter: I suppose we're connected so much more now, aren't we? You know what I mean? 
[00:05:47] Darron Childs: Definitely. 
[00:05:46] Baz Hunter: You can have a... I had a conversation the other day with a guy that called me on a WhatsApp call from Australia, and it was about a reservation system that we're looking at introducing to The Clock House.
And I said, "Oh, how are you?" And he says, "I've just been barbecuing," and he was... sent me these pictures of these this ribs and things he'd been doing. And it was as clear as a bell. And I, still now, 2026, and I'm still gobsmacked by that. I'm like, "It's on the other side of the world," and it were as clear as a bell. 
[00:06:18] Darron Childs: Absolutely. 
[00:06:19] Baz Hunter: So, there you go.
[00:06:19] Darron Childs: How that's changed. So, the generations, it is quite difficult to get your mind around that... anybody that's 26 or under has only known this century. So, that is actually quite a, sort of, sobering thought that the old century almost feels historic, ancient... history in itself. So, even by having this conversation, we're already starting to delve into history. And my latter years over there, I'd been over there quite a few years.
I'd made some really good friendships, relationships. I was coming to a sort of crossroads with what I was doing, and I do remember the moment, but I can't remember where I was. I remember a good friend of mine saying, "Look at this." And he propped a book in front of me, and I was trying to read it. It was in Danish and I was struggling to read it.
But the one thing I picked out was the word, Gainsborough. 
[00:07:27] Baz Hunter: And, Oh, in this book in... 
[00:07:29] Darron Childs: Yeah... 
[00:07:33] Baz Hunter: Over there. Brilliant. 
[00:07:34] Darron Childs: In Denmark. So, we're talking, late '80s. And suddenly through the pages of this book emerged this character, Sweyn Forkbeard. Sweyn Forkbeard as we call him here. And... 
[00:07:46] Baz Hunter: And we all know who that is from the Wetherspoons...don't we say. 
[00:07:49] Darron Childs: We all do know from that, and that, sort of, came here about 1990, by the way, 1990, 1991. Because I'd written a little book by that time when I came back, and that was picked up on... the fact that was purely about the first Danish invasions, the second Danish invasions of England, and it focused on Sweyn Forkbeard.
So, my latter months were involved with kind of research. What have we got over here in Denmark? And I gathered a lot of information. Now, I have to say, doing that research today, it would all be online. It would all be digital. Back then, imagine me...lots of photocopied papers.  
[00:08:32] Baz Hunter: So, you have to do the legwork then. Yeah, totally different. 
[00:08:35] Darron Childs: Going to speak with people in the archives, in the libraries over there. But what I got from those ends of days while I was over there was a sort of... It quenched my thirst on that we'd got a story, but from a different perspective. Again, it wasn't being told the story we now know here, but it was being told from over there.
So, that was a real connection point to me because when I came back, it was like a mystery. I wanted to solve. What was all this about? What happened? Who was he? And what happened to him? Where did he die? What did he die of? Where did he go? Where did he get put to rest? And, what I have to say, Baz, is this, ghostly character has stood by me for 35-plus years.
Because I still, to this very day, I'm taking trips back over through the Nordic channels to pick up little bits of information about his life and how it connected with the town where we both are now. 
[00:09:41] Baz Hunter: Wow. Crazy. It's fantastic as well. And the fact you were over there in Denmark, you were reading a book and Gainsborough popped out. Did you use to speak a little bit of the lingo then, did you as well? 
[00:09:51] Darron Childs: Yes, I did, and I still try and do that when I'm over there. 
[00:09:53] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Nice.
[00:09:52] Darron Childs: But I probably sound like one of those, "L-O-L-O" trying to...
[00:09:54] Baz Hunter: Yeah... 
[00:09:55] Darron Childs: But I do work on it. It's quite a difficult language, and there's lots of different vowels, and there's extra letters in the alphabet, but I did... 
[00:10:07] Baz Hunter: Oh, is there? Yeah? 
[00:10:07] Darron Childs: Yeah. I did. I think there's about four or five different extra letters which we don't use or have the ability. 
[00:10:14] Baz Hunter: Yeah. I think there's four or five less over here, isn't there? 
[00:10:17] Darron Childs: Yeah. But it's been an interesting journey on that, and I was over there in the spring. I'd managed to set up probably three or four interviews with key figures, curators, and various people that could help me with specific bits of information about the long, long story that I've been working on.
[00:10:43] Baz Hunter: Yeah. So, is this just always been a bit of an interest to you... history, or is this something that came from the book mentioning Gainsborough? 
[00:10:52] Darron Childs: So, there's a connection here because when I came back, I knew that my mother had been involved with historical plays. And I really, I suppose, I saw them as just trying to keep memories alive.
So, she'd done historical plays of people from the last war, the period in between the wars, and the First World War. Now, what you have to remember is back in the 1980s, there were people that had actually lived through those times... still alive. 
[00:11:21] Baz Hunter: Of course, yeah. 
[00:11:22] Darron Childs: So, this wasn't distant history. This was just within living memory. So, she was actually pivotal in putting that group together, and that group later morphed into the very early beginnings of a legendary group here in Gainsborough called The Delvers. 
[00:11:43] Baz Hunter: Brilliant stuff. And The Delvers... I did a little bit of research myself, and I'm quite sure 1988, is it? Am I right with that date? 
[00:11:52] Darron Childs: Yeah, that's around the time. 
[00:11:53] Baz Hunter: I don't quite remember it. I was born in '87. But I was still in nappies at that time. 
[00:12:02] Darron Childs: Well, this is the thing about history and time because when I came back, it was the late '80s, and getting involved with the group in a, sort of, small way to begin with.
I had written a little... started to write up my notes, started to put together this book, and then made a collaboration with a good friend of mine called, Don Ayres, who's no longer with us, and we decided that the script was so strong it could be developed into a film. So, we went from the book which we put out in 1990 to a series of three local films in the early '90s from 1990, '93, and '94.
Now, in some grands and grandads’ collections of the old VHS tapes...
[00:12:48] Baz Hunter: Yeah... 
[00:12:51] Darron Childs: Or maybe even the DVDs, there will be these videos kicking around, The Town on the Trent, Memories of Gainsborough, and The Sentimental Journey. And some of the principles were of these films were that... we'd got to connect with a lot of elderly residents around the town.
I particularly remember one character, and he was born in 1889. So, I interviewed him, because he was more or less 100 years old... 
[00:13:32] Baz Hunter: Yeah ... 
[00:13:35] Darron Childs: And took him back over his years. And thought, this is history that's not in any history book, because it's about the little things that never get recorded.
[00:13:39] Baz Hunter: Of course. I suppose when you, yeah, when you think about it, it's the big things that get recorded, but this is somebody's life over the last 100 years. What a fantastic conversation that must have been. 
[00:13:51] Darron Childs: Yeah, it was. And you learn not only about the places, the names, but eventually, it moves on to things such as, the people that lived in the house and even the name of the dog, you know, that was there, which is never gonna be recorded in any book. But these were fascinating details for me, and he was talking about what did it for me. This was a pivotal moment for myself, because I started to get really, really fascinated by the power of memory and memory is an incredible thing.
If you think about it, we don't give it much thought. We go through our life, there's good memories, bad memories. What do we do with those memories? How are they stored? And actually, what actually evokes those memories? So, I bet, Baz, there's been times where you've gone into a place, maybe it's got the old sherbet lemon, sweets or whatever and you're back in your childhood. You can smell those sweets that maybe you got as a kiddy. 
[00:14:53] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:14:53] Darron Childs: And it's those senses that can bring back those memories. 
[00:14:57] Baz Hunter: Yeah, I've never really thought about it like that. Something that you said, just shortly ago about keeping memories alive. I think this is goose bump stuff to me because it really does make sense what you're saying, and little things can remind you and, like you say, they really can. 
[00:15:17] Darron Childs: And on a personal level, and when we lose somebody that's really dear to us, we lose a family member, and we go through that journey of grief, we don't wanna lose those memories either.
So, how do we keep those memories alive? Because often those aren't the people that's gonna be in history books. As we've said, they're usually the kings, the queens, the battles, the big stuff. But it's the small stuff that really means the most to us...  
[00:15:45] Baz Hunter: Of course, it does, yeah. 
[00:15:46] Darron Childs: In history. And I, like, loved it as I walked in down from your bar here at The Clock House, and I saw your tie, a little... 
[00:15:55] Baz Hunter: Oh, my grandad's...yeah. 
[00:15:57] Darron Childs: Because it's a memory, isn't it? It's a memory in action, that. 
[00:16:01] Baz Hunter: Yeah, for those that don't know... Obviously, it was my wedding day, so, my wife's Laura, she's Scottish, so I was in the kilt and all the gear. And my tartan tie from the day, and then the tie that my grandad wore.
As you know and many others do, I always wear one of my grandad's ties. 47 of them my grandma found in the drawer. 
[00:16:18] Darron Childs: Wow. 
[00:16:19] Baz Hunter: So, yeah, and I was gifted all 47. So, I wear 46. There's Christmas ones, there's all kinds of different seasonal ones. And then the wedding tie, I saved and I had this framed.
So, we've got my tie and my grandad's tie, and a photograph of us at the wedding, and a little plaque, about my grandad's memories. And I was at my grandma's house a few weeks ago, just at the start of summer, and she sent me into the garage for some deckchairs for the garden. We've had a lovely day. We've had a good summer, haven't we?
[00:16:53] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:16:55] Baz Hunter: Fantastic weather. So, she sent me into for the deckchairs and, while I was in there, there was me grandad's old electric piano, and he loved it. He used to play it over the years, and I used to go to guitar lessons, and me grandad used to go to keyboard lessons in the same thing on a Saturday morning, until I got to the stage where I started going out and stuff. And you think they're the memories that you remember, and I really wanted to bring that and make so we could create Colin's Corner in the restaurant. 
[00:17:29] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:17:29] Baz Hunter: And that's what you saw. But all ties in, doesn't it? Like you say, these things, they all tie in, and that's a memory that I've got, and it means a lot to me. 
[00:17:36] Darron Childs: And we all carry these with us, and they all have little tentacles that go out and that's the moments that they've touched other people's lives. 
So, I was at a funeral a couple of weeks ago, and I often think, you go to something like that solemn occasion, you're going along, and you knew that person, and I knew this chap particularly well in my world.
But then as the stories were told about his life, I realized that what I knew about his life was the most thinnest slither of the pie that you could imagine. 
[00:18:08] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:18:08] Darron Childs: The rest was a much fuller world of things like golf and institutions, societies he belonged to, his life as a farmer and what he'd done and how he'd influenced other people with farming methods.
Some of his family had moved abroad and told stories about how he'd influenced them and what they were doing now. And then you start to say, “well, that's how important these things are." 
[00:18:47] Baz Hunter: It's a lovely way of looking at it. I was speaking to somebody, about this, about somebody that passed away and we were talking about, sort of, memories and how they're remembered. And, you think, you don't have long down the line until it... for instance, my grandad, for example, I will speak about my grandad for the rest of my life. Now, my son Alfie, he met my grandad, but he was three, I think, when my grandad died. And so, when it passes down, and like you say, these memories are so important, aren't they? 
[00:19:25] Darron Childs: Definitely. And I think that, we're probably talking in the earlier parts of this conversation, we talked about the pace of change. What you've got to remember is that, if we go back 100 years, that seems relatively recent to me in kind of a conversation.
Another 100 years, we can just start to touch on something that becomes slightly hazy, and we've got to go back another 100 years before we're then into the realms of what you might be calling the lost world that no longer exists. Let's look at the town here, the lost world that exists.
And we can go back another 100 years, and we're in the Civil War period and things like that. Another couple of 100 years, the building of the old hall. And then, go back another 400 years, and we've got Sweyn Forkbeard arriving on a mist on the River Trent, and we've gone back 1,000 years.
[00:20:27] Baz Hunter: It's incredible, really. It's incredible you even knowing that. But it really is incredible when you think about it. I often think about the millennium, right? 
[00:20:36] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:20:36] Baz Hunter: 26 years ago, and I remember, the advert on the television. It was Mr. Rowan Atkinson, Mr. Bean, and he were doing the advert for, you need to buy one of these disposable cameras with a cardboard round it. And I remember it, and it was something like he'd put it on and he'd set it to timer and... But he run to have his picture taken, and he missed it or something, and it was just a picture of nothing. I can't really remember, but yeah, these things, and it don't feel like two minutes ago, does it... 26 years ago. 
[00:21:10] Darron Childs: Yeah. It's really is incredible. And that is another fascination of mine is the illusion of time. So, if I fast-forward to recent years, I've written a novel which is essentially a time travel novel. And to get my research and my understanding and the characters and the journey that's gonna happen in this, obviously, I had to do a lot of deep research on it.
But I also had to fundamentally, to ask the question, "What is time?" How do we explain it, Baz?
[00:21:58] Baz Hunter: I'm lost for words. What is time? 
[00:22:02] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:22:03] Baz Hunter: What is time, Darron?
[00:22:04] Darron Childs: We think of time by looking at a watch or a clock or we measure it, don't we? We live our lives by, perhaps, diaries and agendas, and that's pretty normal for us. It doesn't sound anything.
[00:22:18] Baz Hunter: I think we wish a lot of it away as well sometimes, don't we?
[00:22:15] Darron Childs: Yeah.
[00:22:15] Baz Hunter: And that's a shame, isn't it, really? When you say, I can't wait till this hot weather's finished. I can't wait for it to cool down a little bit, fast-forward a few months, I can't wait until Christmas. 
[00:22:33] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:22:33] Baz Hunter: And I can't wait until my birthday because I can do this and that, and before you know it, another year's gone. So, we wish time away a lot as well, don't we?
[00:22:41] Darron Childs: We do. Now, the Greeks have two words of meaning for time. They have the time which is linear time, which is what we're all used to the diaries, the agendas. Time moves in one direction. The Greeks have another concept of it called kairos. Now, kairos is really about if you mapped out a life, the time is measured by the important moments in their lives, the memories.
So actually, the memories of a life are really the true nature of the times, and we'll all have key milestones in our lives...
[00:23:22] Baz Hunter: Yeah, of course... 
[00:23:25] Darron Childs: Key moments. When, Alfie was born, when you get married, all the different... all the different key moments in your life, the key achievements, become the way they measure and look at life.
And sometimes it isn't necessarily big events like the millennium. It's just that you sat, and you had a nice drink with your wife and what...
[00:23:39] Baz Hunter: That little memories. The little things that make, things so important. We've all got those little memories, haven't we? The little time that we all had an afternoon tea, and/or this happened and that happened. Those little memories. Fantastic. But I love that the kairos. 
[00:23:58] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:24:00] Baz Hunter: I love the way that they do things. Not to be confused with gyros, 'cause that's one of their fantastic kebabs, isn't it? That's the kinda wording I know. 
[00:24:05] Darron Childs: Yes.
[00:24:05] Baz Hunter: But yeah, kairos, I love that. So, there's two ways of measuring time, yeah.  
[00:24:11] Darron Childs: Yeah, and in history we've gotta think, what did they do before clocks and watches? What was time then? Was it watching the sun come down or go up? But then again, what... In this country, a lot of the time there'd have been no sun.
There's no way to measure shadow. So, how did they deal with time? And it opens up a thought to think that those people that went before us thought very differently about the way that they would look at time as opposed to we would. And you start to get into things like the seasons.
You look at the seasons and it becomes very interesting how they measured anything. So, I think a lot more, back to nature. This is what I'm trying to say, back to nature and feelings. And I guess in the modern world, a lot of that starts to disappear. 
[00:25:08] Baz Hunter: Yeah, of course. It's really interesting. So it touched down on what you said about the seasons and it's right, isn't it? 'Cause then, the leaves falling off the trees and we know, autumn's arrived and I do like the seasons. That's one of the reasons I moved back from Tenerife, just one of the reasons. I'd lived in Tenerife for nine years. But I missed the winter. I missed putting the fire... Little memories, like you said. I missed putting the fire on, shutting the curtains, watching a film or I missed all that, and little weekend away and all in the summer and doing this and that.
I was spoiled in Tenerife 'cause it was lovely weather all year round. So, you end up missing the rain and stuff like that. And people are like, "What do you miss the rain for?" 
[00:26:00] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:26:01] Baz Hunter: But, yeah, quite interesting really. 
[00:26:02] Darron Childs: And where I had to take that novel is where we looked at time as we would understand it today... What if a person had the ability to travel back in time?
How would that actually physically manifest itself? So, I looked at a character. I created a character called Edward James, and Edward James became somebody, a fictional person, I brought to life. And I'll give you an illustration of this, and we'll have all had moments like this.
There have been days where somebody's expected time to move in the more normal fashion that it does, in seconds, in minutes, in hours, and move quickly through the day as it does. But there'll be certain times in their life where time has just dragged. It's gone slower than what we would have expected it to.
And there's been those times in our life where we've wanted it to carry on and on, but it's just gone so quick. Again, this is a, kind of, another ancient kind of philosophy, is that people that get really engrossed in really enjoying what they're doing, time just seems to move so quickly, as opposed to if they're really not enjoying it. How does that work? 
[00:27:28] Baz Hunter: That's it. Time flies when you're having fun, doesn't it? Edward James, so I always get with things like books and that, especially with fictional characters, and do you have an image of what Edward James looks like then? 
[00:27:45] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:27:48] Baz Hunter: Because I always find that quite fascinating as well. Fascinating, it's the word of the day today. Is that, if you're reading a book and then you imagine what all these look like, don't you? And then further on in the book, you get to this picture and they look totally different to what you thought. But, yeah, so you've built this character and you've got this vision. 
[00:28:03] Darron Childs: So, what happened with that idea, it was an idea that I wanted to really play with and explore every possible avenue with time and also history. So, I created a storyline and I've been working on that for a couple of years.
And I've been working with the University of Hull in terms of all these other, sort of, thoughts and emotions we've been touching on in this conversation. But I took Edward James through a series of events in his life whereby reality changed, and he was in a different time and a place.
[00:28:51] Baz Hunter: Correct. 
[00:28:51] Darron Childs: And he then travels through a series of events, back to a point which actually connects it to some of the history we've been talking about. And eventually he does make it back home, but not without a lot of exciting things that happen to him. I actually, stripped down the whole novel into a short story, and that's just been accepted for publication.
[00:29:14] Baz Hunter: Oh, brilliant.
[00:29:15] Darron Childs: And that'll be out next year in a book that is focusing on the celebrations connecting the Bayeux Tapestry coming back to this country. So, I don't need to probably give you too many clues to say that the short story actually has a connection with the Viking period... just before Bayeux Tapestry.
[00:29:37] Baz Hunter: Okey-dokey. So back to, Denmark. Denmark and Germany, and you travel there doing your entertaining and everything else. And how long did you actually stay abroad for, then? 
[00:29:55] Darron Childs: I was overseas for about five years in total. 
[00:29:58] Baz Hunter: Was you? Yeah, from 19... So, when I went to Tenerife when I was 18, I just went for the summer season and I did a winter as well. So, I did just over a year. I moved back to Tenerife later in life and did another nine years. And that tends to be, as I was saying, what a brave move it was to go at your age, at the time. And for all that time as well, yeah. Incredible. 
[00:30:20] Darron Childs: I did come back. There were occasions where I came back for a month for...
Usually I was on monthly contracts, so if I wanted to take a week off, I had to take a month off. So, I couldn't take so many weeks off over different periods or else you wouldn't be working. 
[00:30:36] Baz Hunter: Yeah, of course.
[00:30:37] Darron Childs: Often used to take a month off, usually maybe something around spring or autumn, or maybe, wintertime and then come back, catch up with the family, and then I'd go back again.
[00:30:50] Baz Hunter: Then you were "Come and see Gainsborough again," and then you were ready for off. 
[00:30:56] Darron Childs: Yeah, bringing the whole sort of chapter of that to an end in my life was a big thing at the time. I'd made a some really good friendships over there. But I just felt as though it was the right thing to do.
And looking back now, to a young guy about, in his early 20s, I'm guessing that the obvious thing was to go back to what you knew, go back to the place you knew. So that's why I came back here. 
[00:31:30] Baz Hunter: I think that tends to be the case for a lot of people, doesn't it? You tend to go back to what you know.
People have a job, don't they've done for years and years, and then, but it's always there to fall back on. I've always ended up butchering.
[00:31:47] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:31:48] Baz Hunter: Oh, I'm gonna do this and this and then I end up butchering again. But people tend to go back to what they know, don't they in places that they're familiar with and what comfortable with and... 
[00:31:52] Darron Childs: Yeah... 
[00:31:52] Baz Hunter: I think you do know when you know that it's time to go back. There's only you that's gonna know the answer to that. A lot of people said to me, "What did you move back for?" When I've done nine years living on a beautiful island of Tenerife. And we had a lovely life over there. 
[00:32:08] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:32:09] Baz Hunter: But, yeah, I think everyone knows when it's their time to come back and so you probably had that feeling, the gut instinct to come home. 
[00:32:17] Darron Childs: Yeah, it was a kind of instinct. I didn't know what I was coming back to.
So, it probably wasn't the best thought-through plans, but I was extremely ambitious, and I look back at the young guy on the photos, and I remember coming back and immediately not going to work really for anybody else. I started a business. 
[00:32:40] Baz Hunter: All right. 
[00:32:40] Darron Childs: I was doing all sorts of promotions, and that led into the book. I put the book out and the films and... 
[00:32:52] Baz Hunter: Were you always into writing and stuff?
[00:32:57] Darron Childs:  Yeah.
[00:32:57] Baz Hunter: Is that always, you've always done that. 
[00:32:55] Darron Childs: Yeah. Always been a passion of mine. 
[00:32:57] Baz Hunter: I know you mentioned you wrote songs and things that as well. 
[00:32:59] Darron Childs: Yeah, and I've always liked playing with words and... 
[00:33:02] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:33:03] Darron Childs: The meaning of words and things like that. So, that always stood me in good stead. I only found it the other day. I entered a competition in, I think it was '89, and I won an entrepreneurial award by Shell UK. So, I've got a black and white photo... 
[00:33:22] Baz Hunter: Yeah... 
[00:33:23] Darron Childs: Of me standing, beside a couple of other guys over at Lincolnshire County Council with getting this award. With the prize-winning money of £50.
[00:33:46] Baz Hunter: £50.
[00:33:46] Darron Childs: Yeah. 
[00:33:36] Baz Hunter: Wow. The thing is as well, going back to 1989, I mean... a lot of money. 
[00:33:44] Darron Childs: Yeah. I was talking to somebody else about how the value of money changes over the years. And, of course, 50 quid back in the late '80s, yeah, I'm, gonna say, I would've thought its buying power would probably be about 250, 350 today. 
[00:34:03] Baz Hunter: I remember when you used to be able to go to Tesco's or something and spend £50, and you used to come out with four carrier bags of shopping and food for the week and all that. We went to Morrison's. We went to Morrison's up hills a couple of weeks ago for some shampoo, right? And we spent something like 140 quid. You know what I mean? And the thing is, you got back... And you don't have many bags for that, do you? We got back, put everything away, and we didn't have anything in for tea.
[00:34:31] Darron Childs: No. I have to tell you, Baz, I'm allergic to shops. 
[00:34:35] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:34:36] Darron Childs: I try and stay home.
[00:34:36] Baz Hunter: It's the best way. It really is. I try to stay away as well. But it's incredible really. But I suppose, the value of money does change, and things change throughout time and history and it all connects to each... It does. 
[00:34:49] Darron Childs: And I think about the money thing we just touched on there is that's invisible. Nobody noticed because, whether it's a fiver or a tenner, it's still the same fiver or a tenner. 
But it actually has a different meaning and value which links very nicely onto the next chapter of my life because, once I'd got started with my business, I had an inquiry come through to make a promotional video for an insurance company. We got the job. I put the videos together with my good friend, Don. They were highly delighted with them, and at the end of it, they offered me a job.
And I said, “Well, I'm not really looking for a job, but I'll keep you in mind." Anyway, my circumstances changed and very soon, I was in a situation where I was starting a family, and I suddenly thought, I need something a little bit more predictable than the highs and lows of the income that I was currently generating. 
On the back of that, not with the original company but through another one, I actually landed a job with a financial organization, and I started at the very bottom with that. Over 10 years, I cut my teeth doing that kind of work in the financial world. But all the time I was still doing my writing, the various initiatives with the Delvers, the launch of the Delvers... Blue Plaques, which was in 1997, which is gonna be...
[00:36:42] Baz Hunter: Was it? Alright, okay.
[00:36:44] Darron Childs: Gonna be a big part of things that would mushroom out over the years. When that job came to an end, I then worked with another financial organization that was very much into culture and heritage and charities. 
[00:37:02] Baz Hunter: Alright. Okay.  
[00:37:03] Darron Childs: So, that opened another door for me that I really enjoyed. I did a few years with them and again, put my skills to use from my previous life where I could. But at the end of that period, I felt as though if I was ever gonna start another business, I needed to do it now. And so what I did is... I put all my previous experience together, coupled with that the financial world, and I started my own financial investment practice in the early 2000s.
[00:37:39] Baz Hunter: Early 2000s. Great. 
[00:37:40] Darron Childs: So that brings my kinda second chapter of my life to a kinda close, all the way through the '90s, the films, the books. I kicked off a series working with the Old Nick called the Old Town Ghost Trail, which was a really... still talked about in the town today, and the concept was really interesting.
What we did is... through research, we found people that had fallen through the cracks in history, characters mainly, and I assembled a cast of people and each of them took on the identity and brought these people back to life. And then, we met people centrally, let's say the Old Hall, and we took them through the town on a theatrical tour telling the stories, often stopping at one or two Blue Plaques, 'cause there weren't many in those days, and we ended back up at the Old Nick Theater, where we put a full production on of a trial that actually took place locally, and it played to... Well, over the years it played to thousands of people, and we won a couple of awards through that, so I was really proud of that. 
[00:38:45] Baz Hunter: It sounds fantastic, that. It's a bit like, reminds me of York, with the York ghost tours, and there's so much history in York. But there's so much in Gainsborough as well, isn't there?
And you just mentioned there... the Old Hall to the Old Nick, the theatre, and the history just in those two places before you look at anywhere else is just... 
[00:39:04] Darron Childs: So, what we tried to do, we tried to make full use of all the little nooks and crannies, the alleyways, the chapel lanes, the various places. This is long before, obviously, most of the regeneration was done. 
So, it still had that feel that we could evoke something from times gone by. We had characters such as the old policeman of the town. Sergeant Cox, his name was. And almost forgotten today, but we had a great guy called, Dick Lindsay who brought him back to life, dressed in costume, had the right authority and manner to get people in order with his truncheon and get them in the line. 
[00:39:42] Baz Hunter: Yeah. Is this Dick Lindsay... that does a lot with the armed forces? 
[00:39:46] Darron Childs: It is exactly.
[00:39:55] Baz Hunter: Yeah. 
[00:39:55] Baz Hunter: So, he's got the right demeanour there, he's... 
[00:39:57] Baz Hunter: Yeah. I shall mention it when I see him. Yeah, I'll. 
[00:39:58] Darron Childs: Yeah, do that. 
[00:39:59] Baz Hunter: Yeah, definitely... do that. 
[00:39:59] Darron Childs: Fond memories of that. We had an actress that came to the town, wasn't from the town but came to the town, and did the opening night of the King's Theatre, a lady called Maud Branscombe.
So, we brought her back to life. She'd been to America even touring in the 1800s, and played in Gainsborough at the King's Theatre on the opening night. And, so we had a lady who brought her back to life called, Ellie. She did a wonderful job, and she was just very charming and how she'd wear the big dresses and things.
And then on the opening night of the King's Theatre, there were one or two bigwigs in the town that went along. So, we're talking about the Marshall family. The Marshall of ...
[00:40:39] Baz Hunter: Of course, yeah. 
[00:40:39] Darron Childs: So, we had his younger wife called Fanny Marshall, who was played, in the town, and that's the Fanny Marshall Memorial, the building still exists, but today it's a block of flats down Church Street. 
[00:40:54] Baz Hunter: Alright. Okay. 
[00:40:55] Darron Childs: And we used to bring that story in it 'cause there's some really interesting local history to do that. And then I used to play, another local bigwig called, Sir Charles. And he was there on the opening night, but he was a local guy from Lea Hall, and he was the ninth Baronet of Lea Hall, and he was into everything, really, to do with the town.
And he's been another person that, since I've got to know him, if I can use that phrase, it's something that's developed and developed. I'm still writing about him today, and I'm doing a tour on his life next month on the 20th, which has just sold out. 
[00:41:39] Baz Hunter: Alright. Wow. And you were doing all of this alongside your work.
[00:41:53] Darron Childs: Yeah
[00:41:53] Baz Hunter: Your financial work.
[00:41:53] Darron Childs: That's right. 
[00:41:54] Baz Hunter: Going back to that, you said that obviously you started at the very bottom and... but then you were, at the first place for 10 years and then another. So really, you started, worked through the ranks really from the ground up and, now you've got your business doing this.
[00:42:04] Darron Childs: Yeah, that's right. 
[00:42:06] Baz Hunter: With many years’ experience from the first two places. But you're doing all this alongside it, so plenty to keep you out of mischief then. 
[00:42:12] Darron Childs: Yeah, I found that, although I liked the world of the financial world and everything that it involved, there were certain areas where there were limitations to what you could do with your creativity. And obviously, I felt that I had a lot more to offer in terms of energy and creativity. 
So, where that was the case, I would just start a project. And I'd start that project, and I'd develop it and let it take off. And when you start your own business which, obviously, I did in the early 2000s. Actually, that becomes a little bit more demanding because as you well know, Baz, there's no set hours in a day. There’re no limitations of where you want to turn. 
[00:42:55] Baz Hunter: Yeah, anything could happen at any time. 
[00:42:57] Darron Childs: So, we did lots with the business, and I took that in a very social area whereby we would put on events, we would build a community, we would do a lot of work with charity. So, we had, kind of, an ethos around what we were and what we were about, as well as our core services which was a really personal service for clients. And actually, I ran that business before I stepped down for 21 years. 
[00:43:27] Baz Hunter: 21 years. Yes. I'm just trying to work out the timeline now. 
[00:43:34] Darron Childs: That's three years ago. 
[00:43:47] Baz Hunter: Three years ago. 
[00:43:48] Darron Childs: That's three years ago. So, three years ago, I realized again, it was one of those juncture points in my life. I realized that it was time to really turn the page and start a new chapter in my life. 
There's a lot of things that I hadn't had time to do. We're back onto time, just the limitations of time and stretching yourself in so many directions. So, I wanted to write those things down that I'd never actually completed.
And when I talk about a novel, that novel's 95,000 words. So, to actually sit down...
[00:44:10] Baz Hunter: 95,000. Yeah, 
[00:44:13] Darron Childs: Not just to write the words, but then to go back over it and really bring it to life. It's so time-consuming for anybody that's ever gone into that. But when I made the decision to step down, that was in late 2023, so three years ago, more or less to the month. 
[00:44:34] Baz Hunter: Yeah.
[00:44:35] Darron Childs: Next month. I knew there would be... it'd be like stepping off a cliff edge. I knew that 'cause I'd worked with so many people. I'd helped do this. So, you've gotta feel... You've gotta have a kind of structure, even if it's only a basic structure of what are you gonna do? How's it gonna work? You are going literally from running 100 miles an hour to what happens today.
And a lot of people struggle with that, and I helped people in my professional life with a lot of that psychological. You've gotta create a mindset with what am I about now? Where's this gonna go? What am I gonna give? What really makes me tick? 
[00:45:17] Baz Hunter: Such a big part of people's lives, isn't it? I mean, doing that for, however, many hours a day...
[00:45:29] Darron Childs: Yeah... 
[00:45:30] Baz Hunter: Every day, and then it's like, what do you do afterwards? And I suppose this is what... This is chapter three now of your life...
[00:45:29] Darron Childs: Yeah, it is... 
[00:45:29] Baz Hunter: That you're in now, isn't it? 
[00:45:30] Darron Childs: Yeah. We knew we wanted to help a few people that were very close to us. We helped a niece of ours to set up her own business, and that operates in Lincoln, and it's a sort of health and fitness business. We wanted to do that, so we helped her, and I've done a bit of mentoring with them. 
But I also knew that, back to what mattered to me, I wanted to bridge that gap, and that's what formed my connection with the university. So, I started on a master's course and started on that. Met a whole new bunch of people from all over the UK that I connected with and then brought in my musings, my workings of how that I could develop that.
I actually had just been back to Hall for the graduation over a month ago. It was good to meet up with those and graduated. 
[00:46:32] Baz Hunter: Yeah, so just to... Just so I've got this clear, so what you've done is you've done all this, your working career and, then you've gone back to university, and you've just graduated.
[00:46:41] Darron Childs: Yeah, back to front, isn't it? 
[00:46:43] Baz Hunter: Yeah, that was... I'm just piecing it together. So we're on the same page. Brilliant stuff. So, what was that relating to? 
[00:46:50] Darron Childs: So that was really looking at everything connected with writing. And it was all the technical side and all the studying great works of literature and the kind of, ways that they were put together.
[00:47:07] Baz Hunter: Something you really enjoy as well, yeah. 
[00:47:09] Darron Childs: Yeah, it was something I really enjoyed. There's certain types of books and writing that are not necessarily my cup of tea. Like anything, everybody has different stuff that they might like to choose from what's on the table.
But I quickly found that working through all of this, it acted as a sort of inspiration point for those very early days of working with the memory again. And then all of a sudden, I was back there again. This was a way out now that I could bring everything together in some really serious pieces of work.
So, completing the novel, I then started a nonfiction, which is about places, people. I've integrated the Blue Plaques in many of them. I try to make it very generic as though... a little bit like a dream, as though you're going through a dream, you're visiting different places. I take the reader on places where they'll go overseas, they'll travel that Nordic corridor.
They'll go to some of the places, that I've met and I've studied, but there's a common thread that leads back then potentially to a Blue Plaque. 
[00:48:31] Baz Hunter: Yeah. So, we're always at the centre of it here. 
No, that's... It's fantastic and it's brilliant to see, like, what you've done and where life's taken you and what incredible people you've met on the journey and it really is. 
And, yeah, that leads us to here, doesn't it? To write about now. I think that's fantastic.
It's been lovely to listen to it. And what I'd love to do... I'd love to do this probably in part number two. I'd love to go on a little, virtual walk around the town, and we can talk about some of the places in Gainsborough and the history behind it. I thought that'd be a fantastic place.
And I've got a couple of, questions for you as well. 
[00:49:18] Darron Childs: Sort of a tour from your armchair, Baz. 
[00:49:32] Baz Hunter: A tour.
[00:49:32] Darron Childs: Where you can go from your armchair and we can take people to different places and recreate a lost world. 
[00:49:27] Baz Hunter: I can feel a bit of a series coming on a tour from our armchair. So, it's been lovely to talk to you, episode 17. And we will be back with part number two, and we'll go on the tour from the armchair. 
Thanks for coming, Darron. It's been lovely to have a chat. 
[00:49:45] Darron Childs: Can't wait, Baz. 
[00:49:49] Baz Hunter: Thanks for listening to At the Table with Baz. If you enjoyed the episode, a like, share, or review goes a long way, and I would be extremely grateful. 
You can stay connected with us on social media across all of your favourite platforms. And if you know someone with a story worth sharing, they can get in touch with me directly via the website, atthetablewithbaz.co.uk. I'll see you next time.
